
 

Team 1 - School Curriculum Design at Stanley Crook 

 

1. Curriculum Organisation in class  

 

 The curriculum is planned and organised to ensure breath, balance and depth of learning 

for all pupils. We place equal importance on academic achievement and social and 

emotional development as children who are secure, happy and feel safe are more likely to 

be ready to learn.   

 Learning needs are analysed on entry to the class to allow for planning to reflect children’s 

needs and abilities. Learning is constantly informally assessed on a day to day basis as adults 

work with children, ascertain what they can do and what they need support with and 

children are challenged and supported immediately depending upon needs. Ongoing 

learning needs are recorded as Next Steps and recorded on daily and weekly planning to 

inform all staff. Learning is formally assessed at times, such as assessing which graphemes 

children recognise to tailor phonics planning to pupils’ needs.  

 The curriculum is tailored and personalised to ensure that every child is engaged, inspired 

and challenged. In Reception, we follow In The Moment Planning to truly reflect on 

children’s abilities and interests. Skills and knowledge are taught wherever opportunities arise 

and adults look for opportunities to extend the children’s own activities, making the tasks 

purposeful and meaningful, such as:  

 Children making pizzas in playdough were encouraged to think about what we would 

need to make real pizza. The children ended up writing shopping lists, making pizza and 

creating simple instructions.  

 Children throwing beanbags into a bucket were supported and encouraged to come 

up with their own scoring and recording systems, leading into counting totals, 

comparing more and less alongside practising physical development skills, turn taking 

and thinking of their own ideas.  

 Children using cars on ramps with different surfaces discussing through their play which 

cars and surfaces would work best, which heights of ramps worked best etc. Children 

were encouraged through discussion to make predictions, consider if they were right, 

consider ways to change the results and to think about whether what they were doing 

was fair.  

 Children using the design area to make puppets went on to set up a table as a puppet 

show. Staff provided fabric to hide the ‘puppeteers’ and children performed their show 

to the audience. Staff told children that when people put on shows they write down 

what needs to be said and children ended up writing simple playscripts.  

 

 In Year 1 subjects are taught using the teach, repeat and practise process to ensure depth 

of learning and not merely coverage of curriculum content. Children are given a lot of 

freedom to decide what they will learn, such as 

 Children were taught the features of diary writing then were encouraged to plan a diary 

writing as someone they were interested in. Children wrote diaries as explorers, pilots, 

soldiers etc 

 Children researched the country of China and then presented their information in 

different ways.  

 In maths, children are taught to reason, explain and problem solve.  

2. Planning and Development of the School Curriculum 

 

 All teaching staff were involved with the design of the curriculum as we will be the ones 

delivering learning experiences in the classroom and need ownership over what they are 

doing. We were also included in every stage of the design so that we understand what 

underpins our curriculum and the substance of the curriculum we provide for children. 

Teachers are the staff who know the children they teach best so they are best placed to 

know what they need to learn and which topics they will be interested in.  



 The priorities/drivers are the things we believe will best set our children up for lifelong learning 

and tackle any challenges they may face. The curriculum is designed to encourage children 

to think, ask questions and to find out the answers to those questions. 

 We revisit curriculum design every year to ensure that what we offer children is the very best 

it can be in our ever changing world and society. 

3. The contribution of the curriculum to standards in class 

 

 Our curriculum has raised standards in my class because we have achieved a deeper level 

of learning due to our focus on depth and not merely coverage. The curriculum is designed 

to appeal to all children regardless of ability and interests and to allow children to think, 

wonder, aspire, question, research and adapt. 

 Learners are enthused and inspired by the curriculum which has led to intellectual 

engagement and a deeper level of learning in all subject areas. 

4. Evaluation of curriculum effectiveness in teaching 

 

 Careful monitoring and tracking of children’s progress enables me to effectively evaluate 

the effectiveness of the curriculum in my teaching.  

 Children’s attainment is recorded using tracking sheets, which enable staff to identify areas 

of the curriculum where children are achieving well and where more teaching needs to be 

focused.  

 Monitoring takes place in several ways: 

 Assessment of learning as it takes place, with response being immediate 

 Ongoing assessment of targets  

 Assessment to inform planning eg at the end of phonic phases 

 Where progress is identified as being slower, action is taken immediately through curriculum 

modifications and individual or group interventions. 

5. An inclusive curriculum to meet the needs of all learners 

 

 Yes – progress and achievement of all learners is tracked and the curriculum is personalised 

as required, for example: 
 Phonics teaching is taught in groups according to the Phase children are working within, 

including teaching on a one to one basis where appropriate 
 Planning is flexible and responds to children’s needs, for example the role play area is 

very generalised and resources are added according to children’s interests, such as 

having a resource box to immediately allow the use of it as hairdressers, vert surgery etc 

6. How effective is the leadership of the curriculum in this school? 

 

 Leadership of the curriculum is very strong at this school. We take a collaborative approach 

to subject leadership and equal emphasis is placed on foundation subjects as core subject 

areas. 

 Leaders have clear vision of how children should learn 

 We are provided with training in self evaluation and monitoring including lesson observations 

and work scrutinies.  
 

 

 Planned improvements to the curriculum 

 

 Monitoring and assessment needs to be more consistent in foundation / topic subjects 

 

 



7. Future opportunities for further curriculum development 

  
 More focus on children thinking for themselves about teaching and learning and being able 

to have ownership over what and how they learn – such as in Characteristics of Learning – 

having own ideas, thinking of ways to do things, trying something else when difficulties 

occur, making predictions and finding out. 

 Also, more focus on skills for learning  - independence, resilience, perseverance etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


