
                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
OUR MISSION: TO TRY OUR BEST, TO TELL THE TRUTH, TO LOOK AFTER EACH 

OTHER AND THE COMMUNITY. 

Parent letter  
14 April 2015 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Welcome back to what’s going to be a very successful term - where does the time go?  I can’t 

believe we are already half way through April!  I hope everyone had a restful Easter and I am 
delighted to welcome all children back to school safe and well. 

     
Our Easter Assembly was very successful, thank you for your outstanding support.  It is 

always a pleasure to welcome so many of you into our school.   The staff and children 
worked hard and had fun depicting the Easter Story in their unique way.   

  

Our Easter raffle raised £174 for school funds towards transport for educational outings and 
entrance fees.  There are quite a number of visits planned for this term to enhance our 

curriculum studies – to remind you - please see ‘Diary Dates’ below.  Thank you again for 
your support.  All raffle prizes have been claimed.  Special thanks to our staff and parents 

who donated prizes.  The decorated eggs were again fantastic this year and the prizes of 

large chocolate eggs given to the worthy winners.  Congratulations to all. 
 

School Fund 
I take this opportunity to thank parents who send in school fund money (£1 per week) 

regularly.  I remind parents that this money is used towards funding transport costs and visits 
for the children.  This money should be put in an envelope and sent into school on a Friday, 

or as some parents do, sent in termly. 

 
Breakfast Club 

Just to remind you, our Breakfast Buddies Club, sponsored by Greggs the Baker, is free with 
a maximum of 40 places.  If we are over subscribed we allocate places on a rota basis per 

half term.  The Office staff are monitoring this.   It is also commonsense to have siblings into 

breakfast together.  The Club is run like a self service restaurant with children choosing food 
from a variety of cereals, yoghurts, fruit, breads and juices.  Once established we will try 

‘themed breakfasts.  The children are enjoying “Bean Fridays” already!  A good healthy 
breakfast is available  from 8.30 a.m.  Please do not bring your child to school before 

this time as there are no staff available to supervise.  This term we are also running 

an IPad and Games Club for the children coming to breakfast.  We need volunteers to help us 
with this. If you would like to help run the Breakfast Club please ring the Office.  

As you know we encourage the benefits of drinking plenty of fresh water, provide fresh fruit 
daily and promote a healthy diet and exercise towards better behaviour and concentration 

skills for children.  For these reasons can I remind you please no crisps, fizzy drinks or 
sweets to school – keep them for hometime!  We have an exercise/keep fit session for the 

whole school on a Wednesday and Friday morning and all staff and children benefit from this. 

 
Safe Routes to School 

Can I remind parents that all children should be coming into school on their own.  
If all parents came in there would not be room for the children!  If you have any messages 

please ring the Admin Office and your message will be passed to the teachers or use your 

child’s home/school link book.  On the odd occasion you do need to see the teacher urgently 
please wait at the classroom door.  Please support us in this – the teacher needs to be 

available for all children at the start of school and not in the porch talking to a single parent.  
Remember also we have slots available every Wednesday 3.15 – 4.15 pm for you to make an 
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appointment to see your child’s teacher.  Also, as you have probably noticed, because we 

now have so many children (118 children in school) it is taking more time to get into the 
building on a morning.  We will be trialling using both entrances/exits into the school 

playground.  The children in Team 4, Team 3 and Team 2 will use the usual entrance and 
Team 1M and Team 1R will use the entrance/exit in the top yard.  I am looking to providing 

porch facilities at both entrances/exits. Can I remind you, please don’t use the front entrance 

to drop children before school.  The road to the front is very busy and the speed limit is 60 
mph!  Please use the yard entrance on a morning and  the children should not enter the 

building until the bell goes unless attending the Breakfast Buddies Club.  I also remind you to 
wait for your child at the school gate. 

 
The one way system around school with car drop offs continues to work well.  I thank you for 

this as the volume of cars has increased by many over the last academic year.  Please be 

patient when collecting your child at the end of the school day and try to wait until the car in 
front has moved on – this is of course for the safety of all children.   Also ensure your child 

knows that on the odd occasion you may be late the child MUST return to the class 
teacher.  I have had enquiries from some parents who want their child to walk home 

without them now that the brighter weather is here.  Of course, that is up to you, but I would 

suggest that this only applies to children in Y4, Y5 and Y6.  If this is your wish please write a 
note to school explaining this. 

 
School Uniform   

Please ensure that your child wears our school uniform.  There are plenty of items in stock 
reasonably priced - Burgundy sweatshirt with school logo and yellow polo shirt.  In the 

summer months, as you know, the yellow polo shirts attract little black flies so I suggest any 

team colour tee shirt i.e. green, blue or red should be worn.  Grey trousers with black shoes 
look good.  No jeans or tracksuit bottoms please.   I cannot stress strongly enough that 

you write your child’s name on the label of any item of uniform. If items become 
misplaced with no name we have a very difficult job returning them to their owner.   Our 

School Uniform Policy is available for your consideration upon request from the School Office. 

 
PE Kit 

Again, can I remind you that your child should have a PE kit consisting of shorts and a tee 
shirt and sensible footwear i.e. trainers or plimsolls, named and kept in a bag in school for PE 

sessions during the week.    

 
School Meals 

Our meals are cooked on the premises and are delicious and nutritious.  We are closely 
monitoring the menus and the choice system is a great success with the children.  Can I 

remind you, the ingredients orders are placed in advance so if you want your child to 
transfer from a school meal to a packed lunch the kitchen requires 1 week’s notice 

in writing.  I urge you to encourage your child have a school meal, they are excellent value 

for money and there is plenty of choice – delicious filled baguettes or hot food from roast 
dinners to Spaghetti Bolognese.  If you have any comments please do not hesitate to discuss 

them with our cook.     
 

Timetables 

I have attached this terms timetable for your information.   We must ensure that the children 
are focused and know their targets, especially in English and Mathematics.  If you have any 

queries about this or any matter regarding your child’s education or welfare please make an 
appointment to see your child’s teacher.  Again, I remind you, teachers are available between 

3.15 – 4.15 p.m. on a Wednesday afternoon.  For PE sessions please see timetables – also for 
health and safety reasons please ensure your child is not wearing inappropriate jewellery, i.e. 

large earrings at any time. 

 
 

 
 

 



                                                                                          

Homework 

Class teachers will set homework according to the stage of your child.  We are particularly 
targeting writing.  Please make sure your child has a quiet place to work.  If you have any 

problems please contact your child’s class teacher.  Children should also be bringing reading 
material home every night. 

 

After School Clubs – starting week beginning 13th April 
Monday Staff Training 

  Sports Club - Sunderland AFC (Sports Coach) for whole term 
Tuesday Outdoor Adventurous Activities Reception/KS1 – (Lower Dales Sports Coach) 

till half term only 
 ICT Club KS2 – Mr Christie for whole term 

Wednesday ICT Club Reception/KS1 – Mrs Brabban for whole term  

 FISCH KS2 – Miss Johnson (and outside provider) commencing 29 April for 
whole term 

Thursday Discovery Club KS1 – Mrs Martin for whole term 
 Discovery Club KS2 – Mr Teasdale for whole term 

 

If you would like your child to join in any activities you must complete the necessary 
paperwork available from Mrs. Bebb. 

All clubs must be paid for in advance - £1.50 per place per week (i.e. £9.00 per 6 week club). 
Payment should be sent with the reply slip prior to the first session. 

All clubs finish at 4.15 pm prompt and children should be collected from rear yard 
entrance PROMPT.  I apologise in advance for inconvenience of having to cancel 

these clubs at short notice – this is usually due to staff illness or training.  Would 

anyone be interested in running an after school club for the children?  And if so what sorts of 
club?   Please contact me with any ideas you may have.    

 
Attendance 

Your child’s attendance at school is very important to us.  Can I remind you to do everything 

you can to ensure that our children are in school.  If your child is absent please let us know 
as soon as possible and follow up with a short note to explain the absence when he/she 

returns. Of course if your child is ill then he/she should be kept at home especially if they are 
taking medication.  If, in the odd instance it is necessary to give medication at 

school this must NOT be sent with the children. A parent/carer must give the 

medication to Mrs Bebb in the original container as dispensed by the pharmacist 
with clear instructions for administration, and the name of the child and the name, 

address and telephone number of the doctor who prescribed the medicine.  As you 
know I cannot authorise any holidays in term time (Government guidance). 

 
SAT’s information 

KS2 Y6 SAT’s 11 – 14 May 2015 – PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS IN SCHOOL 

THIS WEEK.   
KS1 Y2 tasks and tests will be administered by Miss Johnson and Mrs Brabban near the end 

of the summer term as every year.  Please do not worry about this as it is seamless to the 
children and all part of their day to day learning.  Also other ages throughout the school will 

be having optional tests later in the term.  This greatly helps us identify any areas the 

children need more help with.  If you need any more information do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher via the Office.   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



                                                                                          

Updated diary dates and points of information for this term 

April 
Mon. 13 School opens for teaching purposes 

Tues. 14 Y5/Y6 Childline Assembly – Safeguarding Children 
Mon. 20 Y3/Y4 Road Safety – outside provider 

Tues. 21 Y5/Y6 Childline workshops – Safeguarding Children 

Mon. 27 Y3/Y4 Road Safety – outside provider 
May 

Mon. 4 Bank Holiday 
 Book Week – please enjoy reading with your child and volunteer to 

come into school to hear children reading 
Wed 6 Y3 Tennis Festival Parkside Academy (tbc) 

Mon. 11 KS2 SAT’s ALL Y6 children in school this week please – a free 

breakfast will be provided 
 L3-L6 English Reading Test 

Tues. 12 L3-L6 English – grammar, punctuation and spelling 
Wed. 13 L3-L5 Mathematics Paper 1 and Mental Maths 

Thurs. 14 L3-L5 Mathematics Paper 2 

 L6 Mathematics Paper 1 and Paper 2 
Details and timetables were given to parents at the SAT January 

meeting 
 Fri. 15 Rec/Y1/Y2 Educational Visit to Raby Castle 

                        Thurs. 21 KS1/KS2 Outdoor and Adventurous Festival Parkside 
Academy (tbc) 

Fri. 22 £1 non-uniform toy exploration day  

Whitsun Holiday – 
June 

Tues. 2  School opens for teaching purposes 
Thurs. 4 Bags to School – please send old clothes etc. and put in 

 School yard for 9 a.m. 

Wed. 10 Y6 Leavers Service at Durham Cathedral, Chinese meal and shopping in 
school time (tbc) – details to follow  

Mon 15-Fri 20   Y1 Phonics Screening Week 
Wed. 17 KS2 Quad Kids - Peases West running track (tbc) 

 9.15 – 10.15 Induction New Starters 

Thurs. 18 11.45 Father’s Day Lunch KS1 dads (tbc) – more information and menus will 
be sent nearer this date 

Fri. 19 11.45 Father’s Day Lunch KS2 dads (tbc) 
Tues. 23 1.15 p.m. Sports Afternoon (weather permitting) – details to follow 

Wed. 24 9.15 – 10.15 Induction New Starters parents meeting with Headteacher 
July  

Wed. 1 9.15 – 11.15 Induction New Starters (to include playtime) 

Fri. 3 Whole School outing South Shields (tbc) 
 

Tues. 7 - Y6 induction Wolsingham School and Community College 
Thurs. 9 (details to follow) 

Wed. 8 9.15 – 12.15 Induction New Starters (to include lunch with parent), 

unfortunately we cannot include toddlers or young babies 
Thurs. 9 Y6 induction Parkside Academy (details to follow) 

Fri. 17 £1 non-uniform toy exploration day school closes for teaching 
purposes.  Happy holidays! 

September 
Thurs. 3 School opens for teaching purposes 

Thursdays Y3 and Y4 swimming – week commencing 7/9/15 

Details to follow 
Thursdays Mrs James our music teacher from Music Service will be teaching across the 

school.  Also if any child is interested in individual clarinet sessions please let 
me know and I will try to organise this for you 

Wed. 16 9.10 a.m. Parents morning Reception children – approx 1 hour  



                                                                                          

Please come along and find out more about your child’s school day 

 2.15 – 5 p.m. Parents Consultation Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 
Thurs. 18 2.15 – 5 p.m. Parents Consultation Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

Please make an appointment with your child’s teacher on your 
preferred date - ALTERNATIVELY ring the Admin Office and MAKE 

AN APPOINTMENT -  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU ATTEND THIS 

MEETING  
October   

Thurs. 15 Photographer in School – pre school family children can also 
  Come along for 9 a.m. to have photographs taken -   

  More details to follow 
Tues. 20 9.30 am Harvest Celebration St. Thomas Church WEATHER PERMITTING 

 All parents are invited along to the Church to celebrate with us – please try 

to attend.  If the weather is inclement please join us in the school hall 
Wed. 21 3.00 – 4.15 KS1 Autumn Fancy Dress disco – send fancy dress to school and 

teachers will help to get them ready!  
 4.15 – 5.30 KS2 Autumn Fancy Dress disco £1.50 per child – refreshments 

available including ‘hot dogs (KS1) n hamburgers (KS2)’  

Thurs. 22 £1 per pupil fun non uniform toy exploration day 
 School closes for half term 

November 
Mon. 2 School opens for teaching purposes 

Thurs.   9 a.m. Bags to School - please save all old clothes, shoes and belts – details 
to follow – to be confirmed  

December 

Tues. 8            1.30 p.m. School Christmas Concert KS2 only– proposed date   
    5 pm School Christmas Concert KS1 only– proposed date 

Wed. 9  1.30 p.m. School Christmas Concert KS1 only – proposed date 
  5 p.m. School Christmas Concert KS2 only – proposed date 

Thurs. 10 School Christmas lunch – proposed date details will follow 

Wed. 16  Whole School Christmas Party - proposed date 
Thurs. 17 £1 per pupil non uniform exploration toy day 

Fri. 18 12.30 p.m. Carol Service – please join us for this lovely end to the school 
term – school uniform please - the children can leave with you at the end of 

the Carols 

School closes for Christmas holidays – Happy Christmas Everyone! 
 

January 2016 
Mon. 4             School opens for teaching purposes 

Fri.    8            Pantomime Cinderella – Ashley and Pudsey Darlington Civic Theatre   
  (details nearer the time) 

 

More details will follow for all events nearer the time.    
I will inform you of other diary dates as they come along. 

 
As usual this letter will be posted on our website (address at top of letter) for you to view at 

any time.  Also I will be in touch by text as necessary.  In the meantime, if you have any 

other queries, please do not hesitate to contact me – we are here to help!  
 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

                                                 Shirley Oswald 

Head teacher 

We want only the best for our children 
 

Stanley Crook Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment 



                                                                                          

 

 


