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Headteacher’s Notices 

As we head into the second half of our Spring term at Stanley Crook Primary School, we can all look forward with 

great anticipation and excitement to many more interesting and engaging learning activities for our pupils.      

Moving into Spring offers the opportunity for increased outdoor learning and staff in school have been planning 

and developing a range of activities to deliver our broad and balanced school curriculum through utilising our 

beautiful surrounding environment.  

I would like to welcome back to school our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Brabban. Following a period of ill health, Mrs 

Brabban has returned to school this week (to great excitement of Team 1 pupils) and is enjoying being back and 

working closely with your outstanding children. Thank you, once again, to Miss Brown, Mrs Barnett and Mrs Moralee 

for their efforts in Team 1 during Mrs Brabban’s absence.  

Many of you will already know that Government policy on school attendance has changed for this academic 

year. While Headteachers are still unable to authorise term time holidays or absence (unless in exceptional          

circumstances), the rate of attendance regarding ‘persistent absenteeism’ has been increased. A pupil will now 

be classed as a persistent absentee when attendance falls below 90%. Where attendance has fallen below this 

figure, and absences from school are unauthorised, parents may be liable for a Fixed Penalty Notice or face     

prosecution. It is extremely important for all pupils to be regular school attenders as a pupil’s attendance which 

falls below 90% across the academic year, results in four weeks of school being missed. Please carefully consider 

the implications of taking your child out of school during term time and, where your child is ill and unable to attend 

school, please ensure the school is made aware of the reasons for the absence. I will continue to work closely with 

parents and families where a pupil’s attendance has fallen below the 90% figure. Please remember that school is 

here to help and support you, your family and your children. If you are experiencing difficulties with, for example, 

childcare or transport to and from school, please contact me for further advice and information.  

I am proud to announce that Stanley Crook Primary School is supporting the ‘R.O.A.D.’ initiative. Reaching Out 

Across Durham brings together twelve well-respected voluntary and community sector organisations who want to 

make a real difference to the lives of people across County Durham, aged 25 and over. R.O.A.D. provides           

one-to-one support to help adults achieve their goals, enable a move into education, training, job searches and 

employment. I will forward more details on this initiative and how it may help adults within our own school and   

wider community, next week.  

As part of our ongoing community support and engagement strategy, pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 participated in 

‘Talking Jesus’ today. Held at The Church of St. Thomas, pupils presented learning around elements of Christianity, 

learned more about the history of our local village church and shared in a Question and Answer session with     

serving clergy from Liverpool. After the event, we invited members of the clergy and church back to school to join 

us for lunch.  

Finally, all pupils in school enjoyed a fun and active ‘World Book Day’ yesterday. Dressed as their favourite fictional 

character, pupils completed a range of activities focused on their favourite books, authors and characters. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Mother’s Day Lunch 

Thank you to everyone who has responded regarding our Mother’s Day lunches which are being held on     

Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd March. Bookings for lunches have now closed.  

Mothering Sunday Service—Sunday 26th March (The Church of St. Thomas) 

The Church of St. Thomas would like to extend a warm welcome to our school and wider community to attend 

a special Mothering Sunday Service on Sunday 26th March, beginning at 10:30am.  

Sc.out.ed (Science and Outdoor Education) with Team 2 

Many thanks to Ms Wilson from Sc.out.ed for her input into an extremely informative day working with Team 2 

pupils on Wednesday. Exploring ‘Animals and their Habitats’, Ms Wilson delivered several fun and interactive 

workshops.  

William Shakespeare (‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’) workshop 

As part of our World Book Day events this week, pupils across the school participated in workshops exploring the 

works of William Shakespeare. Primarily focused on ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’, pupils explored plot,            

language and characters of the play. In particular, there were some outstanding performances of Titania and 

Oberon. Great work everyone! 

 

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week and a special award is presented in our Attendance Raffle. This week’s chosen children are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding  effort and hard work in our school! 

Diary Dates: 

 

 

07.03.17  Easter Journey (Team 5) 

08.03.17  School Nurse - Healthy Living Workshops 

13.03.17  Carbon Reduction Project (Team 5) 

17.03.17  Saxon Workshop (Team 3 and Team 4) 

20.03.17  Safety Carousel (Team 5) 

21 & 22.03.17 Mothers’ Day Lunch 

27.03.17  Wattle Fence Making (Team 3 and Team 4) 

27.03.17  Year 6 SAT Parent Information Workshop 

29.03.17  Year 2 SAT Parent Information Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29.03.17  Multi-Skills Festival (Team 1 and Team 2) 

04.04.17  Spring Term Parent Meetings 

05.04.17  Easter Celebration (Whole School) 

06.04.17  Spring Term Parent Meetings 

07.04.17  Easter Break 

24.04.17  School re-opens for teaching purposes 

 

 


