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Headteacher’s Notices 

It has been an excellent week at Stanley Crook Primary! Nothing is more pleasing than to see happy, settled and confident 

children in school learning and having fun with their friends. As we move towards the half-term break, the routines which 

were established in September for the return of children back to school are now fully embedded and continue to work well 

in providing the necessary protections to children and staff, while also enabling the children to learn in a safe, secure,    

stimulating and fun environment. I feel that the balance between meeting government guidance, protecting the children 

and staff and delivering a dynamic, meaningful and flexible curriculum offer—which enables all children to develop and 

strengthen key personal, social and emotional skills, alongside securing academic ‘catch up’ on learning missed due to 

lockdown—is just about right. Feedback from children across school—as well as observations made by staff—support this 

view, as does the feedback received from parents/  carers. 

 

In order to provide more information on how the curriculum recovery strategy is translated into each Team’s plans for this 

academic year, I am pleased to be able to release the online links to each Team’s pre-recorded TEAM/ Parent Meetings. 

Thank you to all of the staff for their efforts in preparing and recording these presentations—I am sure that the information 

contained within each will be useful for parents/ carers with regards how outcomes around academic catch up, the          

re-establishment of the school curriculum and mental and physical health and wellbeing will be achieved this year.  The 

links have been published on each Team’s Class Dojo page; however, I have also included each link below. Click on the 

link for your child’s Team or copy the link into your browser, to view the presentation: 

 

 Team DONALDSON: https://youtu.be/KZkD_a5-gGE  

 Team DAHL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDqp-nje4YM  

 Team COWELL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1_2q3M2UAI&t=19s  

 Team WALLIAMS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01QWif6Du8E&t=71s  

 Team MORPURGO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsgK51ljAk4&t=10s  

 

Primary admission applications are now open for September 2021. Over the last five years, our school has seen a significant 

increase in the number of applications for places in Reception with last year evidencing the highest ever number with 56 

applications initially being made! However, due to space in school our admission limit is only 19 available places.             

Applications close on 15th January. Please follow this link for more information: https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2189/

Apply-for-a-primary-place-deadline-15-January-2021  

 

I greatly enjoy meeting with prospective pupils and their parents/ carers to show them around school so that they can 

meet with children and staff. These visits are extremely important so that families can get a ‘feel’ for school and learn a l ittle 

about our core values and ethos. However, due to restrictions this year, parents will be unable to visit the school. Instead, I 

am exploring options to meet with parents at agreed times after school and—with the help of the children—I will also be 

recording a ‘We are Stanley Crook’ video, which will provide parents/ carers of prospective pupils an opportunity to ‘see 

the school in action’ as well as hear from some of our wonderful children, the staff and governors.  

 

In the meantime, parents wishing to learn a little more about Stanley Crook Primary School, can view our Virtual School 

Walk Around by clicking this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ksAsXHNCGc and visit our school website (address 

below). 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie   

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 

“Pupils’ personal development, behaviour and welfare is OUTSTANDING” (Ofsted, 2019) 
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Start/ Finish Times (reminder): 

Team Morpurgo: 8:55am – 2:55pm 

Team Walliams: 9:05am – 3:05pm 

Team Cowell : 9:15am – 3:15pm 

Team Dahl: 9:25am – 3:25pm 

Team Donaldson: 9:35am – 3:35pm 

Please arrive promptly for the start/ end time for child’s Team. 

Thank you. 

School Lunches 

At Stanley Crook Primary School, we are extremely lucky to 

have such a dedicated catering team who—every day— 

provide the children and staff with a variety of delicious and 

nutritious school lunches.  

If your child would like to move to school lunches—or even try 

them for a day or two—please contact the school office.  

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

DELICIOUS AND NUTRICIOUS SCHOOL LUNCHES AT 

STANLEY CROOK! 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 


