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Headteacher’s Notices 

It has been another great week in school with all children learning, enjoying being with their friends and having fun! Especially in these weeks of national 

lockdown, it is wonderful to see the children in their Teams, enjoying engaging within their learning tasks and developing important social and personal skills. 

Once again the children need to be congratulated for all of their efforts in school and for working so well  across all areas of the curriculum. Provision around 

outdoor learning and forest schools—alongside PE, sport, physical and mental wellbeing—continue to be a central to supporting all elements of our          

curriculum recovery strategy. 

 

May I also take this opportunity to thank all parents/ carers for continuing to follow the measures in school, which were introduced to meet government 

guidance and safeguard our school community. As Team Stanley Crook, everyone is working together very well to safeguard each other and ensure that 

school can remain open for all children. I would like to remind parents/ carers to try not to speak/ meet with teachers and/ or Team staff during drop off at 

the start of the school day. This is so that staff can focus on getting the children safely and quickly into class and to safeguard themselves in mitigating risk of 

possible transmission through adhering to social distancing guidelines—thank you. For any   queries, parents/ carer are requested to utilise Class Dojo or 

contact the school office directly for information or to request a call back from your child’s class teacher.  

 

Today in school, all children have celebrated Children in Need 2020. It has been great to see so many children in school wear ing something spotty to help 

raise funds in support of Children in Need. Children have participated in a range of Children in Need activities and fun tasks. It has been a lovely day in 

school with lots and lots of happy, smiling faces. Thank you to parents/ carers who made donations via Parent Pay. In total, £400 has been raised! Thank you 

for your generosity. Great work, TEAM Stanley Crook! 

 

Dates for each Team’s Teacher/ Parent Consultations for the Autumn term are shown below. This year, consultations will be done via a telephone meeting 

with class teachers. Due to COVID restrictions and limitations to staffing, I would like to ask parents/ carers to only make a telephone appointment with their 

child’s class teacher if there are specific areas to discuss or updates required. Appointments will be given as a 10 minute s lot, available from 2pm-5pm over 

two afternoons for each Team: 

 

Team Donaldson—25th November and 3rd December 

Team Dahl—30th November and 7th December 

Team Cowell—2nd December and 9th December 

Team Walliams—1st December and 8th December 

Team Morpurgo—26th November and 10th December 

 

Appointments will be ‘going live’ at 3:00pm on Monday 16th November . If you wish to book an appointment, please follow the link in the text message 

which will be sent at 3:00pm. When booking appointments, please add your preferred contact number in the ‘notes’ field. Thank  you. 

 

In addition to these Teacher/ Parent Consultations, children will be receiving—as in previous years—a ‘Termly Progress Report’. These reports provide      

parents/ carers with important information regarding their child’s attainment and progress in Reading, Writing and Maths as well as targets for the new term. 

These reports will go home with the children on Thursday 17th December.  

 

At Stanley Crook, our usual Christmas schedule of activities and events is a highlight of the academic year. Due to COVID restrictions, this Christmas, we are 

unable to hold our special Christmas performances. This is sad for everyone concerned as they are thoroughly enjoyed by all members of our school      

community. However, everyone in school is determined that the children do not miss out on other Christmas events. Therefore, I am pleased to be able to 

provide some information below on dates for our planned Christmas programme in school: 

 

 TEAM Christmas Assemblies: Each Team is planning a special Christmas Assembly. Each Team assembly will be recorded for DVD and each family 

will be provided with one free copy of the DVD so that these special assemblies can be enjoyed over the Christmas break.  

 Stanley Crook Does Strictly Come Dancing (16.12.20): Each Team is working hard with their teachers and our sports coach to develop and         

choreograph a special Christmas dance routine. Each Team will then go head-to-head on 16th December to compete at our Stanley Crook Does 

Strictly Come Dancing event. The winning Team will lift the Stanley Crook glitter ball trophy! The competition will be record ed for a special DVD—

each family will be provided with one free copy of this very special competition. DVDs will be sent home on Friday 18th December.  

 Christmas Lunch Day (17.12.20): Children will have an opportunity to enjoy a delicious Christmas lunch at school. We are also holding a ‘Wear your 

Christmas Jumper to school day’ in aid of Save the Children (recommended donation £1via ParentPay).  

 Christmas Party Day (18.12.20): For the final day of term before the Christmas break, we are holding our party day. Children are invited to come to 

school in their party clothes ready to party. I have also arranged for Santa and his Elf to join the children live from their  grotto in the North Pole so 

children can receive a special Christmas present before the holidays!  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 

“Pupils’ personal development, behaviour and welfare is OUTSTANDING” (Ofsted, 2019) 



School Photographs 

School photographs have now been sent home.  

Team photographs have also been produced for Reception 

and Year 6 year groups. These group shots are also lovely and 

will be provided to parents/ carers to view soon. 

Please ensure orders are made by Friday 20th November to 

guarantee Christmas delivery. 

Feeding Families 

Thank you to parents/ carers for their generous donations of 

food items in support of Feeding Families.  

If any family feels that they require support, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mrs Wilkinson for a confidential chat   

regarding the scheme and applications. 

We are here to help! 

 

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

PUPIL VOICE 

A view from across Stanley Crook Primary 

‘I enjoyed learning about Remembrance Day and writing about it’  

(Dale, Year 6) 

‘I have enjoyed playing football with my friends—they are very nice people. I also enjoyed English 

this week—it is my favourite subject’ 

(Oliver, Year 5) 

‘I have really enjoyed descriptive writing and sketching during Forest Schools’ (Jack G, Year 4) 

‘I really enjoyed Apple’s Friends this week. The role play was fun’  (Riley, Year 3) 

‘I really liked showing Mr Christie my writing’ 

(James, Year 2) 

‘I have enjoyed colouring Pudsey Bear and doing activities for Children in Need’  

(Molly, Year 1) 

‘Playing on the Monkey Bars is fun!’ 

(Aliyah, Reception) 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 


