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Headteacher’s Notices 

The end of another busy but fun week in school! Christmas excitement is certainly in full flow across the school and many 

Teams have been visited this week by a certain Naughty Elf, who has been up to all kinds of mischief. Teams Dahl, Cowell, 

Donaldson and Morpurgo have performed and filmed their special Team Christmas Assemblies, with Team Walliams filming 

theirs on Monday. I am sure that families will thoroughly enjoy watching these performances over the Christmas break. The 

children ought to be extremely proud of their efforts in planning, preparing and delivering these assemblies—-they have 

demonstrated outstanding effort and skill in doing so as well as evidencing all of the core values around personal           

development and communication in performing their assemblies. The engagement and enthusiasm of the children in    

trying new things, working hard and having fun, challenging themselves, imagining, improving, understanding others and 

not giving up is clear to see in all that they have done and achieved this term—they are a credit to themselves, their      

families and school and we are all incredibly proud of them. 

 

Learning across all Teams continues at a pace with many children sharing with me wonderful examples of reading, writing 

and maths this week. Whether the work has been outstanding examples of fact files on Emperor Penguins (which has linked 

to the class book in Team Dahl, ’The Emperor’s Egg’) or children in Team Morpurgo evidencing fantastic improvements in 

their maths, it is clear that the children are making excellent progress in their learning and—most importantly—thoroughly 

enjoying experiencing success and seeing themselves progress in their new learning!   

 

Next week is the last before we break for Christmas and there is much more for the children to look forward to before the 

holidays.  

 

On Wednesday, all Teams will be showcasing their Christmas-themed dance routines for the 2020 Special Christmas Edition 

of Stanley Crook Does Strictly Come Dancing! Rehearsals have been completed this week and the routines are looking 

excellent! It is certainly going to be an extremely tough decision for our judges to decide which Team will lift the glitter ball 

trophy. 

 

Thursday is Christmas lunch day and children are invited to come to school in non-uniform, wearing their favourite        

Christmas/ Festive jumper for a £1 fine, in aid of ‘Save the Children’. Thank you to Mrs Liddle and Mrs Law for their work in 

preparing what I am sure will be another delicious Christmas lunch. 

 

The term concludes on Friday with a special Christmas Party Day! Children are invited to come to school dressed in their 

favourite party clothes ready to party, party, party in their Teams. On the afternoon, I have managed to persuade Santa 

Claus and his trusty little elf to beam live into each Team from his grotto in the North Pole, via a special ‘Santa Cam’ link, to 

give the children a special Christmas gift. 

 

DVDs of the Team Christmas assemblies and Stanley Crook Does Strictly—along with Termly Progress Reports for each 

child—will be sent home with the children on Thursday 17th December.  

 

School will close for the Christmas break with each Team being collected at their normal times on Friday 18th December.  

 

Thank you again to all members of our school community—children, parents/ carers, staff, governors and our local       

community for their continued support: T.E.A.M. Stanley Crook.   

 
‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 
 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Christmas Events in School  

14.12.20 Team Walliams filming Christmas Assembly 

16.12.20: Stanley Crook Does Strictly Come Dancing 

17.12.20: Christmas Lunch Day (Wear your Christmas jumper 

to School day in aid of Save the Children charity—£1 ‘fine’) 

17.12.20: Termly Progress Reports published 

17.12.20: Christmas DVDs sent home 

18.12.20: Christmas Party Day and Virtual Santa Visit (Children 

are invited to come to school in their party clothes for lots od 

Christmas FUN! 

School closes for the Christmas break on Friday 18th          

December and reopens for teaching purposes 

on Monday 4th January 2021. 

 

 

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

PUPIL VOICE 

A view from the whole school! 

‘I have really enjoyed doing the Christmas Play and next week I am looking 

forward to Christmas Party Day!’ - Keziah Year 6 

‘I have really enjoyed writing a Christmas Story about a robin’s journey!’ - 

Laney Year 5 

‘This week I have enjoyed learning about co-ordinates in Maths—they are 

fun!’ - Jack N Year 4 

‘I have been practising counting in 25’s and 50’s in Mad4Maths.  I have 

really enjoyed writing my Christmas Story in English’ - Zach Year 3 

‘I loved watching the pantomime and the magic part to the story!’ - Emily 

Year 2 

‘I like to play with my friends and work in learning zones’ - Charlie Year 1 

‘I love playing in the sandpit and playing with my friends’ - Georgia R Recep-

tion 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 


