
“Pupils’ personal development, behaviour and welfare is OUTSTANDING” (Ofsted, 2019) 

 

Stanley Crook Primary School Weekly Newsletter 

Friday 21st April 2023                                                                       Vol: 5 Issue: 1 

Headteacher’s Notices 

A very warm welcome back to school for the start of the Summer term and I hope that each of you enjoyed a lovely Easter break 

with family and friends.  

There is so much to look forward to over the course of the Summer term, with lots of exciting learning activities and events planned 

for the children. 

This term also sees the beginning of statutory testing for children in Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6. Please be assured that during 

this period your children will be supported and cared for by the staff in school in order to alleviate any potential worries, stresses or 

concerns. As a school, our ethos has never been (and will never be) one based around ‘teaching to tests’. A child-centred       

approach, and one which ensures that all children are confident, happy and secure is the best approach to ensuring each child 

achieves their potential and is the reason behind our school’s outstanding results over a significant number of years.  

More information on statutory assessments will be provided to parents/ carers of children in those year groups in due course. 

Aside from statutory assessments, there are lots of fun activities and events planned, with Sports Day, end of year ’FUN DAY’, Year 6 

Leavers Assembly and Early Years Graduation...lots to do and to look forward to!  

Teacher/ Parent Consultations 

A big thank you to parents/ carers who took the time to attend school yesterday afternoon for Teacher/ Parent Consultations. 

It was lovely to see so many parents/ carers in school - and thank you for providing such positive feedback to either myself or your 

child's class teacher. 

Consultations continue on Monday with remaining parents/ carers. A reminder that these appointments are via telephone.      

Feedback from parents/ carers remains that holding 'split' consultations and providing the option of 'face to face' or 'telephone' 

appointments better meets the needs of our families at school.  

Earth Day 2023 

Children across school have enjoyed participating in Earth Day activities today! Along with learning about 

climate and environmental issues in class, children have supported one another in planting their ‘Team 

tree’. To commemorate Earth Day and to create a lasting legacy for the children at our school, each Team 

was given a fruit tree to plant in the school Science/ Wellbeing Area.  

Thank you also to Mr Walton (Parent Governor) for his ongoing support and generosity in supporting our 

school and more directly the school Science/ Wellbeing Area. 

Well done, Year 6! 

I would like to pay special tribute to our Year 6 children this week! Each year, the Department for Education 

and the Standards and Testing Agency (STA) employ NFER (National Foundation for Educational Research) to undertake technical

–pre-testing of Year 6 statutory assessment papers with various Year 6 cohorts in Primary schools across England. These pre-tests are 

to ensure validity of statutory assessments, prior to publication of actual test materials for Year 6 SATs.  

This year, our school  was selected to take part in the technical pre-test of the Year 6 Reading paper, with a representative of NFER 

visiting school on Tuesday.  

Each of the Year 6 children approached the pre-test exceptionally well, demonstrating mature attitudes and approaches to    

support the process and enable NFER to conduct their work. Mrs Llewellyn—from NFER—was amazed with the positive behaviours 

and        attitudes of the children and was extremely impressed with the feedback they provided to her with regards their views of 

the Reading paper. The feedback of the children will support NFER and STA in designing the actual Year 6 Reading SAT paper for 

2023. Mrs Llewellyn did also comment that the Year 6 children were some of the very best children she had seen!  

Great work, Year 6—be proud!  

Bank Holidays and Staff Training Days 

A reminder to parents that school will be closed for two Bank Holidays in May (Monday 1st May and Monday 8th May).  

School will also be closed for staff training on Monday 5th June.  

To support with forward planning, I have included below staff training days for the 2023/ 2024 academic year: 

- Monday 4th September  (School will open for the new Academic Year on Tuesday 5th September 2023) 

- Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th December (School will close for the Christmas break on Friday 15th December, with Santa’s visit) 

- Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July (School will close for the Summer break on Friday 19th July 2024) 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

https://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

Headteacher’s T.E.A.M. of the Week Weekly T.E.A.M.   

  Attendance Champions 

Team Donaldson 97.8% 

Team Dahl 98.6% 

Team Cowell 94.4% 

Team Walliams 91% 

Team Morpurgo 98% 

Congratulations to 

TEAM DAHL 

This week’s attendance tro-

Children’s Achievements in School!  
Each week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’, ’School Values Champion’ and ‘Attendance Champion’. Staff also choose a 

pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

A reminder of some important dates for your diary for Summer term: 

King Charles III Coronation Celebrations—Friday 5th May (All Day) All children 

Year 6 SATs WEEK—Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th May (Y6 children) 

SPORTS DAY 2023—Friday 7th July (1:00pm start) All children 

Year 6 SATs RESULTS—Tuesday 11th July (Y6 children) 

EYFS (Reception) Graduation Ceremony—Thursday 13th July (9:30am start) Parents/ Carers of Reception children 

END OF YEAR ‘FUN DAY’ - Friday 14th July (All Day) All children 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly—Tuesday 18th July (9:30am start) Parents/ Carers of children in Year 6 

End of Year Awards Assembly—Wednesday 19th July (9:30am start) Parents/ carers of nominated children 

 

Team of the Week this week is...Team Morpurgo! 

WOW! Well done, Team Morpurgo! 

You continue to impress with your positive attitudes and in 

the ways in which you continue to support one another. 

This week, I have been particularly impressed with Year 6 

during their involvement with the NFER   technical pre-test 

of the Year 6 SAT Reading paper. 

The ways in which each of you positively engaged within 

the testing demonstrated great maturity—as did your re-

sponses and feedback to the test.  

The progress you all continue to make is testament to your 

commitment to being your best self and your desire to 

achieve your potential!  

Well done, TEAM Morpurgo! 

Be proud! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia48WBkuvWAhVDbhQKHdN1CYoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Ftrophy-clip-art-free&psig=AOvVaw2uSqTAJzD6gmJY67rXZf1A&ust=1507899631784372



