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Headteacher’s Notices 

ROADWORKS AROUND SCHOOL 

Thank you to members of our school community for their support, patience and understanding, as we have          

attempted to negotiate the roadworks around school this week. 

Despite school seeking to alleviate any pressure, by keeping school open until 3:30pm, the road has failed to open 

at the agreed time of 3:00pm on several occasions this week. This has caused some further disruption to parents/ 

carers at collection time and has increased congestion around the village. 

I have submitted a strong representation to Durham County Council, in which I have expressed my anger and      

frustration that the road has remained closed past the agreed reopening time of 3:00pm, and at the subsequent 

difficulties this has caused school, children and their families. I await their response.  

Author Visit 

School welcomed children’s author Adam Bushnell to school today, as he delivered a workshop in each Team    

focused on storytelling, new beginnings and transition. The children thoroughly enjoyed working with Adam, as they 

explored these important issues and Adam—as always—was extremely impressed by the level of children’s           

engagement, as well as their positive and mature attitudes to learning. Great work, TEAM Stanley Crook.  

Attendance 

Well done to Team Morpurgo on winning this week’s TEAM Attendance competition! 

Attendance is so extremely important in providing each child with the best opportunities of success, and it is great to 

see that attendance at Stanley Crook remains strong!  

School Photographs 

A reminder that Ritchie Coatsworth will be in school next Tuesday for school photographs.  

School Values Award 

A big well done to Euan on becoming our School Value Champion this week for ‘TEAMWORK’. 

Euan has demonstrated excellent teamwork skills and attributes in Team Cowell this week, as he has supported his 

friends and classmates in their learning. Well done, Euan—be proud! 

BigFoot Art Education 

This week has seen the 2023 Roald Dahl day, with children in each Team participating in a range of learning tasks, 

focused on the works of this famous children's author.  

BigFoot Art Education will be visiting school on Friday 29th September to deliver a range of fun and engaging     

workshops to children in each Team, focused on the works of Roald Dahl and promoting the value of reading! 

BigFoot will also then visit school on Friday October 13th to deliver workshops focused on Black History Month! 

Durham Constabulary’s Police and Crime Commissioner School Challenge 

I am liaising with Durham Constabulary on our school becoming involved in an exciting learning challenge, which is 

focused on developing children’s knowledge and understanding of local issues and how they can become safer, 

stronger and more resilient to crime and anti-social behaviour. Aimed at children in Year 5, I am sure that this        

programme will be hugely beneficial to the children at Stanley Crook Primary School. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

https://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

Headteacher’s T.E.A.M. of the Week 
Weekly T.E.A.M.   

  Attendance Champions 

Team Donaldson 99.18% 

Team Dahl 99.15% 

Team Cowell 96.97% 

Team Walliams 97.78% 

Team Morpurgo 99.62% 

Congratulations to 

TEAM DAHL & TEAM WALLIAMS 

This week’s attendance trophy winners! 

Top Tips for Setting Boundaries around Gaming 

Behind video-sharing platforms (like YouTube) and streaming TV shows and movies, gaming is the 
third most popular online activity for children in the UK. In fact, according to recent data from Ofcom, 

an overwhelming 89% of children aged 3 to 17 play video games. Of those, more than one in five 
(22%) talk to other players online who they don’t know outside the game.  

The risk of contact from strangers is just one of the reasons that many parents are concerned about 
their child’s gaming: increased screen time, inappropriate content and in-game spending also figure 

among the most frequent fears. Agreeing on some rules around your child’s gaming activities can cer-
tainly help, and our guide has some useful tips for establishing these boundaries. 

This week’s T.E.A.M of the Week is Team Morpurgo! 

Children’s Achievements in School!  
Each week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’, ’School Values Champion’ and ‘Attendance Champion’. Staff also choose a 

pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

WOW! Well done, Team Morpurgo! 

I have been so extremely impressed by your mature attitudes 

and behaviours this week that I could only choose Team     

Morpurgo for my ‘Team of the Week’. 

There have been many examples in class this week of you all 

demonstrating our core school values, and our school value of 

the week—Teamwork.  

Your response to the School Rules activity, where you explored 

issues around equality, diversity and democracy was so pleasing 

to see, and then your caring and nurturing approach with our 

new      Reception cohort, as they enjoyed morning breaktime on 

the school yard for the first time, again   emphasised the very 

best of our school. 

Be proud! 

Mr C 
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