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Headteacher’s Notices 

Half-term 

As we conclude the first half-term of 2024, all of the children in school deserve a huge amount of credit and praise for the continued efforts 

and achievements in school.  

There have been lots of varied learning opportunities this half-term—not only focused on improving academic outcomes for the children 

but also across a range of personal, social and emotional aspects of learning.  

As many parents/ carers will know, Stanley Crook Primary School remains one of the top performing primary schools in County Durham and 

the County—with pupil outcomes in Year 6 last academic year, placing our school in the top 1% in the country for outcomes in reading and 

mathematics! These outstanding results for the children at our school are achieved by providing a broad, balanced and dynamic          

curriculum offer which enables each and every child to achieve their best outcomes. The core ethos at our school is—of course—focused 

on ensuring academic excellence for each child but through an approach which develops key skills around personal, social and emotional 

development. It is through developing these key skills that children at Stanley Crook are able to achieve such outstanding academic    

outcomes.  

Stanley Crook does Strictly Come Dancing 2024 

Children across all Teams have this morning participated in Stanley 

Crook does Strictly Come Dancing. This is the eighth year of the       

competition in school, first taking place in 2016! Each and every year, 

the competition provides the children with a context and purpose for 

their learning in the Spring 1 half-term Dance PE unit.  

Every Team has been working incredibly hard in their PE lessons, since 

the return to school after new year, and have developed a range of 

skills including representing their own thoughts and feelings through 

dance and performing a dance routine using a range of movements 

and patterns.  The children have all been able to demonstrate an   

excellent range of skills in performing a dance routine, working independently as part of a group to perform to a 

piece of music and recalling styles of dance and their features to support their routines.  

The competition this morning was—as always—extremely competitive and all five Teams performed outstanding routines. Watching each 

routine, I was very happy not to be one of the judges who had the unenviable task of scoring each dance routine out of 10 and then 

choosing the 2024 champion. 

However, there had to be a winner and this year, the Stanley Crook does Strictly Come Dancing Champions are Team Donaldson for their 

outstanding dance routine!  

Well done, Team Donaldson and all of the children across the other four Teams for their efforts and achievements during this year’s         
competition. 

World Book Day 2024 

We will be celebrating WBD ‘24 on FRIDAY 8th MARCH with children and staff being invited to come into school dressed as their favourite 

book character, and with their favourite book to share with their friends and teachers.  

As part of World Book Day, school will be welcoming Scholostic publishers into school to hold a special Book Fair—please see letter on Class 

Dojo posted this afternoon for more information.  

Sustrans BIG WALK AND WHEEL 2024 (11th-22nd March) 

Join us at school for the 15th year celebration of the UK’s biggest inter-school walking, wheeling, scooting and 

cycling to school competition.  

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel inspires pupils to make active journeys to school, improve air quality in their   

neighbourhood and discover how these changes benefit their world. 

On each day of the challenge, schools across the country compete to see who can get the highest             

percentage of their pupils walking, using a wheelchair, scooting or cycling to school. Our school’s best five 
days will determine our final position, but children will log their journeys on all ten days of the competition. 

How many active journeys will the children at Stanley Crook be able to make? Keep an eye out for updates 

and more information after the half-term break!  

Thank you for your continued support. Have a safe, happy and enjoyable half-term. School reopens for teaching purposes on Monday 26th 

February.  

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 
 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

https://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 
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TEAM DONALDSON - CHAMPIONS 2024! 
Congratulations to all of our pupils for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

According to Ofcom, 69% of under-18s use a smartphone as their main method of going 
online. Additionally, 49% of children use them for online gaming – putting smartphones 
only behind consoles (59%) as the device of choice for playing games on. Most parents/ 
carers won’t require such statistical evidence to acknowledge the huge importance of 
phones in the lives of our children and young people. 
Given that there is now an even greater number of children and young people with 
smartphone access, it’s more important than ever to ensure that children are able to 
use their handsets responsibly – and, above all, safely. From passcodes to parental 
controls, and from screen time to scams, our guide below has the essential advice. 

Stanley Crook does Strictly Come Dancing 2024 

Attendance Champions Weekly T.E.A.M.   

  Attendance Champions 

Team Donaldson 93.3% 

Team Dahl 97.2% 

Team Cowell 97.8% 

Team Walliams 90.2% 

Team Morpurgo 85.7% 

Congratulations to 

TEAM COWELL 
This week’s attendance trophy winners! 

TEAM COWELL and TEAM WALLIAMS 
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