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Dear parents and carers,

At Stanley Crook Primary School we believe that every child can achieve and thrive. We
are committed to ensuring that children with SEND are fully included, achieve their
potential and participate fully in all aspects of school life.

This report explains:

e how SEND is identified;

e how support is provided;

e how parents are involved;

e how children are involved;

e where families can access help and advice.

If you want to know more about our arrangements for SEND, please read our SEND policy.

You can find it on our website: https://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk/school-policies/

You can also ask a member of staff to provide you with a copy of the policy.

1. What types of SEN does the school provide for?

Stanley Crook Primary School is a mainstream provision catering for children aged 4-11. We
are an inclusive setting; a significant number of our children (approximately 16% of the
school) have additional needs for which we make reasonable adjustments. Children are
taught in mixed-age classes following the National Curriculum on a bespoke rolling
programme to ensure full curriculum coverage no matter which pathway they take
through school.

We have experience of supporting children and young people with a wide range of needs
including:

Cognition and Learning (This includes children with Specific Learning Difficulties such as
dyslexia, Moderate Learning Difficulties, Severe Learning Difficulties and Profound and
Multiple Learning Difficulties)

Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (This includes any pupils who have an
emotional, social or mental health need that is impacting on their ability to learn, for
example, anxiety, depression)

Communication and Interaction (This area of need includes children with Autistic Spectrum
Condition and those with Speech, Language and Communication Needs)

Physical Disabilities (including sensory and visual impairment)
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We are proud of the outcomes achieved for children with special educational needs and
disabilities. Staff are trained across a wide range of needs to ensure that they possess the
correct level of skill and expertise to support children in school.

2. Which staff will support my child, and what training have they had?

Our special educational needs co-ordinator, or SENDCo
Miss Barrett is our SENDCo.

Since starting in role, the SENDCo has participated in regular, high quality CPD in a broad
range of relevant areas delivered by a diverse range of professionals.

More details of the SENDCo's role can be found in the SEND Policy which you can find in
the School Policies section of our website.

Class teachers & teaching assistants (TAs)

Teaching staff (teachers and teaching assistants) are well trained in the four areas of need
and follow an ongoing programme of CPD linked to supporting the needs of all children,
including those with SEND and specific needs. Staff are well-placed to identify additional
needs at an early stage and plan appropriate intervention. Our teaching assistant and
higher-level teaching assistants are well-trained to offer a range of high-quality
interventions that support children across all areas of need and have a wide range of
experience in planning, delivering and impact-reviewing interventions that aim to support
children’s social, emotional and mental health. All staff are trained in paediatric First Aid.

Staff development for teaching staff recently has included:

Building Emotional Literacy & Resilience in Children

Identifying Mental Health Issues: A Guide for Teachers

Supporting & Understanding Children’s Challenging Behaviours

The Impact of Diversity on Children’s Mental Health

The Link Between Behaviour & Communication

Trauma Informed Approaches to Education

Building Relationships — staff training delivered by SENCO

Infroduction to LGBT + awareness (Durham Safeguarding Partnership)

RSE Training - NSPCC online (included delivering RSE to children with SEND)
Safeguarding - Harm Outside the Home (Durham Safeguarding Partnership).

External agencies and other bodies

Sometimes we need exira help to offer our pupils the support that they need. Whenever
necessary we will work with external support services to meet the needs of our pupils with
SEND and to support their families.

Staff in school enjoy positive working relationships with a wide range of professionals who
provide support to children with SEND and their families, including but not limited to:
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Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
Emotional Wellbeing & Effective Learning Team
Autism & Social Communication team

Speech & Language Therapy

Educational Psychology

Occupational Therapy

Clinical Psychology

Cognition & Learning tfeam

Counselling service

the Centre for Foetal Alcohol Syndrome
Emotional Health & Resilience team

Social services

Virtual School caseworkers.

These professionals may;

e Actin an advisory capacity; suggest interventions or support strategies that could be
beneficial for the child.

e Extend expertise of school staff by providing training or resources to support specific

needs.

Complete assessments, including multi-disciplinary assessments for ADHD or ASD.

Support a child directly through 1:1 or small group work.

Support staff to identify outcomes for a child’s SEND Support Plan.

Support parents with the diagnostic process, or to establish support strategies at

home.

e  Make recommendations for a statutory assessment.

For further information about SEND support services available in County Durham, please
see the Local Offer: https://www.durham.gov.uk/localoffer

3. What should I do if | think my child has SEN?

In deciding whether to make special education provision to support educational, social,
physical or emotional needs, we:

Work in partnership with parents/carers, pupils
Consult with relevant external agencies

Use assessment tools & materials

Use observations

Use Short Notes

Other

The school constantly monitors children’s academic, social and emotional progress. Any
concerns about a child, in consultation with parents, are dealt with immediately with the
relevant professionals being informed. Parents are able to discuss their child with the class
teacher, SENCo or Headteacher at any time.
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Most children and young people will have their special educational needs met in
mainstream schools through good classroom practice. This is called Quality First Teaching.

Children including SEND children are assessed every term and are tracked and monitored
throughout the academic year and their school life. We hold a termly Parent’'s Meeting,
where a child’'s SEND Support Plan is discussed and reviewed, and school also sends out a
termly progress report and End of Year Report to parents.

At Stanley Crook Primary School, we follow a graduated support approach which is called
“Assess, Plan, Do, Review”. This means that we will:

Assess

We gather information from:

e parents
e feachers
e the child

e qassessments
e oObservations
e specialist professionals

Plan

We agree outcomes and support.

Do

Support is delivered by teachers and support staff.
Review

Progress and provision are reviewed termly.

This helps parents understand the process.

As part of this approach, we will produce a SEND Support Plan that describes the provision
that we will make to meet a child’s special educational needs and agreed outcomes.
Parents and carers will be involved in this process.

A small percentage of children and young people with the most significant and complex
needs may need an assessment that could lead to an Education, Health and Care Plan.
Full details can be found via the County Durham Local Offer:

https://www.durham.gov.uk/localoffer
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If you would like to discuss your SEND requirements in detail, please_contact the school to

arrange an appointment.

Tell us about your concerns

We will

meeting to discuss them

invite you to a We will decide whether your

child needs SEN support

If you think your child might
have SEND, the first person you
should contact is your child’s
teacher. You can contact
them via Class Dojo or by
contacting the school office to
make an appointment.

They will pass the message on
to our SENCO, who will be in
tfouch to discuss your concerns.

You can also contact the

We will meet with you to
discuss your concerns
and fry to get a better
understanding of what
your child’s strengths and
difficulties are.

Together we will decide
what outcomes to seek
for your child and agree
on next steps.

We will make a note of

If we decide that your child
needs SEND support, your
child will be added to the
school’s SEND register. We will
have a meeting to discuss
their SEND Support Plan and
what provision in school will
look like for them on a day-to-
day basis.

SENCO directly via Class Dojo.  what's been discussed
and add this to your
child’'s record. You will

also be given a copy of
this.

4. How will the school know if my child needs SEN support?

All of our class teachers are aware of SEND and are frained to identify any pupils who
aren’t making the expected level of progress in their academic work, speech & language
abilities or socially. This might include reading, writing, mathematics or it may be that the
child is struggling with anxiety, or social communication.

If the teacher notices that a pupil is falling behind, they try to find out if the pupil has any
gaps in their learning. If they can find a gap, they will give the pupil extra support to try to fill
it. This could be in class support or targeted intervention. Pupils who don't have SEND
usually make progress quickly once the gap in their learning has been filled.

If the pupil is still struggling to make the expected progress, the teacher will talk to the
SENCO, and will contact you to discuss the possibility that your child has SEND.

The SENCO will observe the pupil in the classroom and in the playground to see what their
strengths and difficulties are. They will have discussions with your child’s teacher/s, to see if
there have been any issues with, or changes in, their progress, attainment or behaviour.
They will also compare your child's progress and development with their peers and
available national data.

The SENCO will ask for your opinion and speak to your child to get their input as well. They
may also, where appropriate, ask for the opinion of external experts such as a speech and
language therapist, CAMHS, an educational psychologist, or a paediatrician.

Based on all of this information, the SENCO will decide whether your child needs SEND
support.
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If your child does need SEND support, their name will be added to the school's SEND
register, and the SENCO & class teacher will work with you to create a SEND support plan
for them.

5. How will the school measure my child’s progress?
We will follow the ‘graduated approach’ to meeting your child’s SEN needs.

The graduated approach is a 4-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review.

Review Assess

If your child is not making the expected
level of progress, we will make an
assessment to find out what strengths and
difficulties your child has. We will ask for you
and your child’s input, as well as getting
help from external professionals where
necessary.

We will assess how well the support
we put in place helped the pupil to
meet the outcomes we set. We will
use our improved understanding of
your child’s needs to improve the
support we offer.

Do Plan
We will put our plan into practice. In discussion with you and your child, we
The class teacher, with the support will decide what outcomes we are hoping
of the SENCO, will be responsible for to achieve. We will make a plan of the

working with your child on a daily support we will offer your child to help
basis, and making sure the support them meet those outcomes. We will make
we put in place is having the a record of this and share it with you and
impact we intended. all relevant school staff.

As a part of the planning stage of the graduated approach, we will set outcomes that we
want to see your child achieve.

Whenever we run an infervention with your child, we will assess them before the
intfervention begins. This is known as a ‘baseline assessment’. We do this so we can see how
much impact the intervention has on your child’s progress.

We will track your child’s progress towards the outcomes we set over fime and improve our
offer as we learn what your child responds o best.

This process will be continual. If the review shows a pupil has made progress, they may no
longer need the additional provision made through SEN support. For others, the cycle will
continue and the school's targets, strategies and provisions will be revisited and refined.

6. How will | be involved in decisions made about my child’'s education?
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We will provide termly reports on your child's progress and attainment in core subjects, as
well as an in-depth end of year report covering all areas of the national curriculum.

Parents of pupils receiving SEND Support are invited to a review meeting each term.

> Set clear outcomes for your child’s progress
> Review progress towards those outcomes
> Discuss the support we will put in place to help your child make that progress

> Identify what we will do, what we will ask you to do, and what we will ask your child to
do

The SENCO may also attend these meetings to provide extra support, if needed.

We want to make sure you have a full understanding of how we're trying to meet your
child’s needs, so that you can provide insight into what you think would work best for your
child.

We also want to hear from you so that we can build a better picture of how the SEND
support we are providing is impacting your child outside of school.

If your child’s needs or aspirations change at any fime, please let us know so we can keep
our provision as relevant as possible.

After any discussion we will make a record on the child's SEND support plan of any
outcomes, actions and support that have been agreed. This record will be shared with all
relevant staff.

If you have concerns that arise between these meetings, please contact your child’s class
teacher in the first instance. You can also contact the SENCO.

7. How will my child be involved in decisions made about their education?

The level of involvement will depend on your child’s age, and level of understanding. We
recognise that no two children are the same, so we will decide on a case-by-case basis,
with your input.

We may seek your child’s views by asking them to:
> Attend meetings to discuss their progress and outcomes
> Provide their views via ‘All About Me' or a questionnaire

> Discuss their views with a member of staff who can act as a representative during the
meeting

8. How will the school adapt its teaching for my child?

Stanley Crook Primary School is an inclusive school.
High-quality teaching is our first step in responding to your child’'s needs. We will make sure

that your child has access to a broad and balanced curriculum in every year they are at
our school.
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We will differentiate (or adapt) how we teach to suit the way the pupil works best. There is
no 'one size fits all' approach to adapting the curriculum, we work on a case-by case basis
to make sure the adaptations we make are meaningful to your child.

These adaptations include:

Differentiating the curriculum - stages not ages!

A variety of teaching and learning styles

Differentiated learning materials and resources

Access to assistive technology

Additional in class support

Additional out of class support with specific interventions

Support through one to one interaction, group activities or whole class work

Motor skills programme

Emotional Well Being Programmes

Support by School Nurse

A broad range of extra-curricular activities, including a variety of after-school clubs,

one to one support and booster sessions

o Work with external agencies - CAMHS, Speech & Language, Occupational Therapy,
Looked After Children Team, Educational Psychologist, EAL Team

e Assessment procedures to ensure children are monitored and given the appropriate

support.

We may also provide the following support:

e Precision Teaching or other academic intervention

e Speech & Language therapy via Mable or Let’s Talk

e Fine motor skills/gross motor skills intervention (based on recommendations from
Occupational Therapy)

e SEMH support

Children who are identified as having SEND are supported by all staff in school in all aspects
of school life.

Every child identified as having special educational needs will be placed on the SEND
register to monitor their needs and will be given a support plan with specific and
achievable targets, which are shared with parents/guardians. Children may need to work
with external agencies and professionals to help support their progress.

We strive for all our children to follow the National Curriculum from Year 1 — Year 6 and in
EYFS we use Development Matters / EYFS ELGs.

The school's teaching and curriculum is tailored to meet individual pupils’ needs. If
appropriate, modifications to the curriculum may be implemented.

Twice a year, there is a parent’s evening with the class teacher. This gives the opportunity
for the teacher to inform parents how their child is doing, the progress they have made and
their next steps. Additional SEND Parent’s meetings are held annually, either in person, via
Teams or telephone meeting; we are flexible to meet the needs of working parents.
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We frack and assess individual progress and update support plans every term. Support
plans will have SMART targets — Small, measurable, achievable and realistic targets. This
ensures all children make progress. We review any interventions and programmes each
term, to ensure children are receiving the best support. The Headteacher, SENCO and
subject co-ordinators will observe lessons and check books to ensure your child is making
progress.

Parents can speak to staff at anytime and the school prides itself on excellent
communication between school and home to ensure that all children are well supported.

9. How will the school evaluate whether the support in place is helping my child?
We will evaluate the effectiveness of provision for your child by:

> Reviewing their progress towards their targets each term

> Reviewing the impact of interventions each half term

> Assessments with professionals, e.g., Speech & Language therapy, Occupational
Therapy

> Using pupil questionnaires
> Monitoring by the SENDCO/subject leads

> Holding an annual review if they have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan

10. How will the school resources be secured for my child?
It may be that your child’s needs mean we need to secure:
e Extra equipment or facilities

e More teaching assistant hours to support in class, either in small groups or 1:1, or to
deliver targeted interventions

e Further training for our staff
e External specialist expertise

If that's the case, we will consult with external agencies to get recommendations on what
will best help your child to access their learning.

The school will cover up to £6,000 of any necessary costs. If funding is needed beyond this,
we will seek it from our local authority via top-up funding, or by applying for an Education,
Health & Care Plan (EHCP).

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
Most children with SEND have their needs met through SEND Support.

A small number of pupils with significant and complex needs may require an Education,
Health and Care Needs Assessment.

The decision to conduct an assessment is made by Durham County Council.
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Having a diagnosis does not automatically result in an EHCP.

11. How will the school make sure my child is included in activities alongside pupils who
don’t have SEND?

Stanley Crook Primary School aims to support the whole child. The staff are committed to
supporting all children, including those with SEND, with all aspects of school and home life.
All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits/residential trips are available to all of our
pupils who want to participate, including our Breakfast club and after-school clubs.

At Stanley Crook Primary School, we consult with a wide range of agencies and
partnerships to ensure the pastoral, medical and social needs of SEND children are met. We
have previously worked closely with parents & specialists to support children with a range
of high-level needs, including medical needs, to attend school trips & residential visits.

All pupils take part in special events like our school nativities, assemblies and Sports Day. No
pupil is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or disability
and we will make whatever reasonable adjustments are needed to make sure that they
can be included in.

12. How does the school make sure the admissions process is fair for pupils with SEN or a
disability?

If a prospective pupil has special educational needs or a disability, we are usually made
aware of this when parents initially view our school, or when our Early Years feam make
nursery visits ahead of fransition days. We work closely with parents and nursery staff to
ensure the fransition process is as positive as possible for the child, and that provision is in
place to support their needs ahead of the child starting at our school. The SENDCo requests
all information relating to the child’s needs from nursery (or their previous school, if the child
is transferring in-year), including previous & current SEND support plans, any reports or
recommendations from professionals and any ongoing referrals for support.

We work with school admissions to ensure that prospective pupils whose EHC plan names
the school will be admitted before any other places are allocated.

13. How does the school support pupils with disabilities?

We are committed to providing a fully accessible environment which values and includes
all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social,
spiritual and emotional needs. We are committed to challenging negative attitudes about
disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and
inclusion. We celebrate the uniqueness of every child and want to empower them to
achieve their fullest potential.

The facilities to assist access are outlined in our Accessibility Plan which you can find in
the School Policies section of our website: https://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk/school-

policies/
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Our Accessibility Plan will be reviewed and adjusted on an annual basis and a new
Accessibility Plan will be produced every three years.

The Accessibility Plan contains relevant actions to:

Improve access to the physical environment of the school, adding specialist facilities
as necessary.

Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability. This covers reasonable
adjustments within teaching and learning, specialist aids and equipment and the
wider curriculum of the school, such as after school clubs, visits etc,

Improve the provision of information to pupils, staff, parents and visitors with
disabilities. All information will be made available in various formats within a
reasonable time frame.

Support for your child will depend on their specific needs, disabilities and recommendations
from professionals. It may include;

Mobility aids, such as walking frames or wheelchairs

Aids to support a visual impairment

Aids to support a hearing impairment

Changes to the physical environment

Adaptions to the curriculum to enable their participation (e.g., in P.E, using adapted
equipment)

The school complies with its duties under the Equality Act 2010 and will make reasonable
adjustments to ensure disabled pupils are not disadvantaged.

14. How will the school support my child’s mental health and emotional and social
development?

The school recognises that some children experience difficulties with emotional wellbeing,
anxiety, regulation or mental health that may impact upon learning.

Where these needs require special educational provision, they may be identified as SEND.

Support may include:

nurture approaches;

emotional literacy support;

social skills inferventions;

advice from specialist services;

referral to external agencies where appropriate.

We strive to build positive mental health habits within all children through an enhanced
PSHE curriculum, as well as providing additional support for children with special needs in
this area.
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In all classes, we follow the myHappymind program as part of our PSHE curriculum.
myHappymind is an NHS-backed scheme of learning that is based around helping children
to understand how their brain works. The aim of the program is to support children in
developing positive skills and habits for good metal health and to be their very best selves.

To further embed learning that takes place at school, parents have access to the
myHappymind Parent App. The Parent App will support you as a parent in understanding
what your child is learning, offers activities for you to do together at home and also features
a Kids Zone with myHappymind Games plus lots more. To access these materials just go to
https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources

Attendance and SEND
The school recognises that attendance difficulties can sometimes be linked to SEND.

Where attendance becomes a concern, the school will work with pupils, families and
relevant professionals to identify barriers and provide appropriate support.

15. What support will be available for my child as they transition between classes or
settings, or in preparing for adulthood?

Between years

To help pupils with SEND be prepared for a new school year we:

> Ask both the current teacher and the next year's teacher to attend a final meeting of
the year when the pupil's needs are discussed

> Transition days with the incoming teacher towards the end of the summer term
» Enhanced transition for children who need it, including social stories, increased transition
time etc.
Between schools

When your child is moving on from our school, we will ask you and your child what
information you want us to share with the new setting.

The SENDCo of the secondary school will come into our school for a meeting with the Year
6 teacher and our SENDCo. They will discuss the needs of all the children who are receiving
SEN support or have an Education, Health and Care Plan.

Pupils will be prepared for the fransition by:
> Practising with a secondary school timetable
> Learning how to get organised independently

> Plugging any gaps in knowledge

16. What support is in place for looked-after and previously looked-after children with
SEND?
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Children who are looked-after or previously looked-after will be supported much in the
same way as any other child who has SEND. However, looked-after pupils will also have a
personal education plan (PEP). We will make sure that the PEP and any SEND support plans
or EHC plans are consistent and complement one another.

The SENDCo works closely with the Designated Teacher, Virtual School and external
agencies to support both Children in Care and Previously Looked After Children who have
SEND.

17. What should | do if | have a complaint about my child’s SEND support?

We hope that complaints about our SEND provision will be rare. However, if there should be
a concern, the process outlined in the school Complaints Policy should be followed.

Further information can be found in the Complaints Policy in the School Policies section of
our website.

If you are not satisfied with the school’s response, you can escalate the complaint.

To see a full explanation of suitable avenues for complaint, see pages 246 and 247 of the
SEN Code of Practice.

18. What support is available for me and my family?
Independent Advice and Support
Families can access free and impartial advice through:

e County Durham Local Offer
e Durham SENDIASS

The Local Offer provides information about education, health and social care services
available across County Durham.

SENDIASS provides independent advice and support for children, young people and
parents.

Link to:

e County Durham Local Offer
e Durham SENDIASS

National charities that offer information and support to families of children with SEND are:
> IPSEA
> SEND family support
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> NSPCC

> Family Action
> Special Needs Jungle

19. Glossary

> Access arrangements — special arrangements to allow pupils with SEND to access
assessments or exams

> Annual review — an annual meeting to review the provision in a pupil’s EHC plan

> Area of need - the 4 areas of need describe different types of needs a pupil with SEND
can have. The 4 areas are communication and interaction; cognition and learning;
physical and/or sensory; and social, emotional and mental health needs.

> CAMHS - child and adolescent mental health services
> Differentiation — when teachers adapt how they teach in response to a pupil's needs

> EHC needs assessment — the needs assessment is the first step on the way to securing an
EHC plan. The local authority will do an assessment to decide whether a child needs an
EHC plan.

> EHC plan - an education, health and care plan is a legally-binding document that sets
out a child’s needs and the provision that will be put in place to meet their needs.

> First-tier tribunal/SEND tribunal - a court where you can appeal against the local
authority’s decisions about EHC needs assessments or plans and against discrimination
by a school or local authority due to SEND

> Graduated approach - an approach to providing SEND support in which the school
provides support in successive cycles of assessing the pupil’'s needs, planning the
provision, implementing the plan, and reviewing the impact of the action on the pupil

> Intervention - a short-term, targeted approach to teaching a pupil with a specific
outcome in mind

> Local offer — information provided by the local authority which explains what services
and support are on offer for pupils with SEND in the local area

> Outcome - target for improvement for pupils with SEND. These targets don't necessarily
have to be related to academic attainment

> Reasonable adjustments — changes that the school must make to remove or reduce
any disadvantages caused by a child’s disability

> SENDCo - the special educational needs and disabilities co-ordinator
> SEND - special educational needs and disabilities

> SEND Code of Practice — the statutory guidance that schools must follow to support
children with SEND

> SEND information report — a report that schools must publish on their website, that
explains how the school supports pupils with SEND

> SEND support — special educational provision which meets the needs of pupils with SEN

Page | 15


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/send/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/

> Transition — when a pupil moves between years, phases, schools or institutions or life
stages
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