
                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION: TO TRY OUR BEST, TO TELL THE TRUTH, TO LOOK 

AFTER EACH OTHER AND THE COMMUNITY. 

 
Parent letter  
Week beginning 5 January 2015 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Happy New Year!  Wishing you all a wonderful 2015!  Together we can make 
it another very happy, successful year for our children. 
 
Thank you to those parents who attended our Carol Service on the last day of 
term.  This was a lovely, joyous celebration to end our Christmas festivities at 
school and an excellent start to the holiday season.  Thank you also for your 
support and encouragement regarding our Christmas concerts – you tell me 
they get better every year!  The organisation regarding two separate key 
stage performances went very well and we will be doing this again at 
Christmas.  My heartfelt thanks to our wonderful staff and pupils for 
‘outstanding’ performances. DVD’s were also greatly appreciated as a 
wonderful keepsake by the majority of parents.  They were very well 
produced and my thanks to Mr. Christie, our ICT technician and Team 4 
pupils – all now technical experts!  
 
Be so very proud!  I am delighted to attach a copy of a letter from Rt Hon 
David Laws MP, the Department for Education congratulating our school on 
the excellent performance of our pupils.  There are 16,784 primary schools in 
the Country and we figure in the top 100 in terms of the progress our children 
make between key stage 1 and the end of key stage 2.  As you know we are 
proud of all of our pupils and acknowledge the fact that we all work together, 
staff, pupils, parents and Governors, throughout the year groups, for the 
good of every child, building towards excellent results at the end of KS2.  
Thank you for your constant support with home/school projects and every 
aspect of school life. TEAM – Together Everyone Achieves More! 
 
Now, for your information - 
 
Adverse weather conditions 

This is usually the term when snow and ice disrupt our school opening times!  
As you know, as far as possible, we try to keep our school open.  We want 
our children in school learning and happy.  However due to sometimes very 
adverse weather conditions during the winter months we may have to close 
school.  We always look to the safety of the children first.  I follow 
advice from the coach company and the police as to road conditions and it is 
County policy that we do not overrule their decision.  These decisions are 
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made daily.  I try to let you know as soon as possible via our texting service, 
but you must appreciate there are procedures to be followed that take time 
each morning.  Please ensure the Office has you latest mobile 
telephone number as we will text you as soon as we can with advice 
on school closure.  In the event of having to close early during the 
school day we will text you with this advice.  I suggest you ring after 
1pm if you are worried about your child returning home safely.   

School improvements 

The school building and environment continues to be a happy, healthy place 
to be for our children.   Visit our school website 
www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk for information on our school. 

Breakfast Club 
Our Breakfast Buddies Club continues to be popular.  A good healthy 
breakfast is available at school from 8.30 am.  Please do not bring your child 
to school before this time as there are no staff to supervise.  The ‘bus 
children’ wanting breakfast go straight into the hall. If you want your child to 
attend please ensure you get a form from the Admin Office.  The children 
have a good choice of healthy food including yoghurts, cereal, fruit, toast and 
milk or juice.  The Club is free of charge, sponsored by Greggs the Bakers and 
is offered to the children on a rota basis.  If you want your child to attend 
please ring the Admin. Office for more information.   
If you would like to help run the Breakfast Club please ring the Office.   
Safe Routes to School 
The one way system around school with car drop offs continues to work well.   
Please be patient when collecting your child and try to wait until the car in 
front has moved on – this is of course for the safety of all children.   Also 
ensure your child knows that on the odd occasion you may be late he/she 
MUST return to the class teacher. 
School bus 
For those children qualifying for free transport, the bus company for this year 
continues to be Esh Taxis. This is an agreed contract between Schools’ 
Transport County Hall and the bus company.  Because of Government cuts 
this only applies to children in Y3 and above.  For safety sake will 
parents/carers of bus children ensure that they are at the bus stops to 
meet their child/children.   
School Uniform   
Please ensure that your child wears our school uniform.  There are plenty of 
items in stock at reasonable prices - Burgundy sweatshirt with school logo 
and yellow/green/blue/red polo shirt. A warm waterproof coat is available 
from school at a very competitive price.  Grey trousers with black shoes look 
good.  NO JEANS PLEASE.  I cannot stress strongly enough that you write 
your child’s name on the label of any item of uniform. If items become 
misplaced with no name we have a very difficult job returning them to their 
owner. For obvious reasons we do not allow the children to wear hats and 
scarves in the classrooms but encourage them to bring these items and a 
warm coat to wear in the playground during the cold weather. These are to 
be kept in the porch cupboards. 

School meals 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk/


                                                                                          

Dinners/lunches continue to be healthy and delicious and excellent value for 
money at £1.95.  KS1 children are provided with free school meals.  The 
meals are cooked on the premises and we have a full and varied menu – from 
traditional mince and dumplings followed by Creamy Rice Pudding with 
Sultanas to Tuna and Cucumber Pitta Pocket followed by Peach and Cornflake 
Crunch.  Of course a vegetarian option is always available.  I urge you to 
encourage your child to have a school meal.  We are closely monitoring the 
menus and the choice system seems to be a great success with the children.  
Please let your child choose from the menu as we have some 
children adamant that their mum has chosen for them and they 
don’t like the choice!  If you have any comments please do not hesitate to 
discuss them with our cook.  You will be invited into school in the summer 
term to sample a school lunch if you so wish.  Advice leaflets on what 
constitutes a health packed lunch are available from the Office – no fizzy 
drinks, sweets, hot liquids, pasties or pies please for obvious 
reasons!  School provides plenty of cold drinking water for all children.  Also 
do not put too much food into your child’s packed lunch - healthy small 
portions only please.  Your child will bring home any uneaten food so that you 
can monitor consumption. 

 
Timetables 
For your information I have attached a copy of your child’s timetable for this 
term. A copy of our long term plans of areas of study for each curriculum 
subject is available via the website.  Please ring the Office if you would like 
another paper copy.  We must ensure that the children are focused and 
know their targets, especially in English and Mathematics.  As you 
know, our children are really thriving on our Mad4Maths sessions.  This term 
the majority of homework will be centred on helping children with writing 
skills especially punctuation, grammar and spelling.  If you have any queries 
about this or any matter regarding your child’s education or welfare please 
make an appointment to see your child’s teacher.  Teachers are available 
between 3.15 – 4.15 p.m. on a Wednesday afternoon.  For timetabled PE 
sessions please try to ensure the children have suitable footwear - either 
trainers or sandshoes, a tee shirt and a pair of shorts.  PE kits should be 
named and left in school in a PE bag. 

 
KS2 SAT’s 2015 
Key stage 2 SAT’s week for Y6 pupils is 11th – 15th May 2015. 
Mr Christie is holding a parents meeting for Y5/Y6 parents 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. 
on Thursday 15th January (letter sent out last term) to explain about SAT’s 
and how parents can help.  Parents in past years have found this meeting 
very informative and useful. Please come along to this and find out about 
changes to previous years and how you can help- complete the reply slip 
attached. (Separate letter dispatched.) 
 
Homework 
Team teachers will set homework according to the stage of your child.  We 
are particularly targeting writing and maths and teachers will be sending 
work home regarding spellings, punctuation, grammar and handwriting as 



                                                                                          

well as basic mathematical problems.  Please make sure your child has a quiet 
place to work.  If you have any problems please contact your child’s team 
teacher.  Children should also bring reading material home every night and a 
short writing task each week.  We will reward the children with Writer of the 
Week Certificates and extra outdoor activity time as well as any other ideas 
the School Council comes up with! 
 
After School Clubs 
All clubs will start week commencing 12th January 2015  
Mondays Staff training 
 Sports Club - £1.50 Sunderland AFC (Sports Coach) 
Tuesdays  Basketball KS2 - £1.50 (Lower Dales Sports Coach) till half term 
 ICT club - £1.50 KS1 Mrs Brabban  
Wed days Sports Club KS1 - £1.50 Miss Johnson 
 ICT Club KS2 - £1.50 Mr Christie 
Thursdays Discovery Club KS1 - £1.50 Miss Martin  
 Discovery Club KS2 -£1.50 Mr Teasdale 
  
If you would like your child to join in any activities you must complete the 
necessary paperwork available from the Admin Office.  The clubs will 
be allocated on a first come first served basis and then a waiting list 
will be compiled.  Please send payment for clubs prior to the start 
and for the full ½ term period. 
All clubs finish at 4.15 pm prompt and children should be collected 
from rear yard entrance.  These clubs run due to the goodwill of the 
teaching staff and sometimes need to be cancelled at the last 
minute because of staff training/illness.  We make every effort to  
inform you of any cancelled clubs as soon as possible. Look out for  
text messages for current information.  
 
Attendance 
Your child’s attendance at school is very important to us.  Can I remind you to 
do everything you can to ensure that our children are in school – this is 
usually the term of poor attendance?  If your child is absent please let us 
know as soon as possible and follow up with a short note to explain the 
absence when he/she returns. Of course if your child is ill then he/she should 
be kept at home especially if they are taking medication.  If, in the odd 
instance it is necessary to give medication at school this must NOT 
be sent with the children. A parent/carer must give the medication 
to Mrs Bebb in a clearly named, doctor prescribed container with 
ONLY the required dosage.  
Late Gate – to remind you, please ensure you have your child to 
school on time and are there on time to collect him/her from the rear gate.  
The school gate will be locked promptly at 9 a.m. on a morning.  This is of 
course for the safety of every child. 
 
Holidays 
The holiday lists for this and the next academic year are available from Mrs 
Bebb and on our website.  It is important that you do not take your 



                                                                                          

child away for holidays during term time and especially during SAT 
week.  I cannot authorise any holidays taken in term time.  
(Government guidance) 
Pantomime  
Thursday 8th January 2015, the matinee performance of the pantomime 
Chuckles of Oz at Darlington Civic Theatre.  The bus will leave school at 12.30 
pm to take us to Darlington Civic Theatre for the performance at 2 pm.  The 
performance will last approximately 2 ½ hours and we expect to return 
between 5 – 5.15 pm.  Parents who normally collect their children from school 
should collect them from the bus stop in the village NOT school.  
Children from Sunniside who travel on the school bus will be dropped at their 
usual stops - parents please make sure you are there ON TIME to 
meet them from the bus.  Because of the high prices of sweets etc on sale 
at the theatre I suggest, on this occasion, children bring their own sweets to 
take along with them.  Any children not attending the pantomime should be 
collected from school at 1 pm. 
Diary dates and points of information 
January 2015 
Monday 5 School opens for teaching purposes 
Tuesday         Y3/Y4 children swimming until end of term 
Thursday 8 Darlington Civic Theatre Pantomime – The Chuckles of Oz  

- separate letter dispatched 
Thursday 15 Y5/Y6 parents SAT preparation meeting – it is important 

that all Y5/Y6 parents attend this meeting (in Team 4 
classroom) 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. to find out more about how 
you can support your child in the coming months 

Wednes 21 Swimming Festival Woodhouse Close Leisure Pool (tbc) – details 
to follow 

February 
Wed 11 3.15 – 4.15 KS1 Valentine Disco £1.50 per child 
 4.15 – 5.30 KS2 Valentine Disco £1.50 per child 
 Refreshments available to purchase including ‘hot dogs n 

hamburgers’ 
Friday 13 £1 non uniform toy exploration day 
 School closes 
Monday 23 School opens 
March 
Tues 3 KS 2 Cross Country Festival Parkside Academy (tbc) 
Wednes  4 Y5/Y6 Visit to Kingswood Outdoor Education Centre – 2 

night stay over – please ensure payment to Office asap 
contact school if you have any queries or concerns 

Friday 6 Y5/Y6 Kingswood pupils return to school – more details nearer 
the time 

Wed 11 11.45 Mother’s Day Lunch KS1 mums (tbc) 
 12.30 Mother’s Day Lunch KS2 mums (tbc) 
Thursday 12 Y5/Y6 Safety Carousel  
Friday 20 EYFS Gymnastics Festival Parkside Academy 
Thurs 26 9.15 a.m. EYFS/KS1 Easter Celebration Assembly (tbc) 

1.15 p.m. KS2 Easter Celebration Assembly (tbc) 



                                                                                          

Friday 27 £1 non uniform toy exploration day 
 School closes 
April 
Monday 13 School opens for teaching purposes 
Tuesday 14 Y5/Y6 Childline Assembly – Safeguarding Children 
Tuesday 21 Y5/Y6 Childline workshops – Safeguarding Children 
May 
Monday 4 Bank Holiday 
Wed 6 Y3 Tennis Festival Parkside Academy (tbc) 
Monday 11 KS2 SAT’s ALL Y6 children in school this week please 
Friday 15 More details and timetables will be sent to parents 

nearer the time 
Thursday 21 KS1/KS2 Outdoor and Adventurous Festival Parkside Academy 

(tbc) 
Friday 22 Whitsun Holiday – 
June 
Tuesday 2  School opens for teaching purposes 
Thursday 4 Bags to School – please send old clothes etc and put in 
 School yard for 9 a.m. 
Wed 17 KS2 Quad Kids Peases West running track (tbc) 
 9.15 – 10.15 Induction New Starters 
Thursday 18 11.45 Father’s Day Lunch KS1 dads (tbc) 
 12.30 Father’s Day Lunch KS2 dads (tbc) 
Tuesday 23 1.15 p.m. Sports Afternoon (weather permitting) – details to 

follow 
Wed 24 9.15 – 10.15 Induction New Starters meeting with Headteacher 
July  
Wed 1 9.15 – 11.15 Induction New Starters (to include playtime) 
Friday 3 Whole School outing South Shields (tbc) 
Tues 7 - Y6 induction Wolsingham School and Community College 
Thurs 9 (details to follow) 
Wed 8 9.15 – 12.15 Induction New Starters (to include lunch with 

parent), unfortunately we cannot include toddlers or young 
babies 

Thursday 9 Y6 induction Parkside Academy (details to follow) 
Friday 17 £1 non uniform toy exploration day school closes for 

teaching purposes  
 
More details will follow for all events nearer the time.    
I will inform you of other diary dates as they come along. 
 
Is anyone interested in helping around school?  There is always plenty to be 
done – from photocopying to helping with reading or displays.  Please ring 
our school office if you are willing to help in any way - we will of course 
process any DBS checks for you. 
 
This is all the news I have to date – I’m sure there will be something I’ve 
forgotten!  This newsletter will be posted on our website 
www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk for you instant information. 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk/


                                                                                          

 
Here’s to another successful, happy term – working together for the good of 
each child.  Remember, if you have any good ideas to help improve our 
school please do not hesitate to contact me, or put your ideas in the 
suggestion boxes in each classroom – we are here to help. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Shirley Oswald 

 

Head teacher 
 

We want only the best for our children 
Stanley Crook Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment 

 

 

 
 

 


