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Headteacher’s Notices 

We are now at the end of the third week in term and all pupils are back in the routine of school life. I have been 

extremely impressed by the number of pupils who are keen to stop me and discuss their learning or to call into the 

office to share work they have completed in class. Many of your children have received a ’Headteacher’s Award’ 

this week because of the outstanding work and positive attitudes to learning they have demonstrated in class and 

around our school. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful pupils, hardworking staff and committed Governing 

Body on our recent school performance data. We have achieved a ‘5 Star’ rating for overall effectiveness and the 

school is placed within the top 5% of all primary schools in England for attainment and progress of our pupils. This is 

an outstanding achievement and reflects our total dedication in ensuring that your child(ren) receives the best 

possible education at Stanley Crook Primary School. However, we are also determined to continue to make further 

improvements.  

Many thanks to all parents/ carers who took the time to return the Parent Questionnaires. I am passionate about 

our school and driving improvements forward and part of this vision is to engage our whole-school community   

towards being a pro-active member of our future development. I was pleased that a large majority of you either 

‘strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ with all questions about our school and I was equally pleased to see that some of you 

had taken the time to write comments regarding areas where you feel we could improve further. Many of you  

discussed a desire for increased communication between school and yourselves regarding updating you on your 

child’s progress. As you know, from Easter, I am introducing more frequent Parent Consultation Meetings which will 

occur towards the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms. We are also one of only a few schools in County 

Durham who operate ’Class Dojo’. This system allows teachers and parents to communicate via instant messaging 

and the ’Class Story’ function so that you can be kept fully up to date on your child’s learning in class. If you have 

not signed up already, please contact your class teacher for more information.  

Parking and access to school at the end of the day, continues to be a concern for many parents. If you collect 

your child(ren) by car, please follow our ‘one way’ system. This ensures that pedestrians and pupils who may be 

making their way home by bicycle or scooter are safe. I have contacted the County Council to request a review 

of our School Travel Plan and other Council Officers are visiting school next week to review the current                 

arrangements.  

I am also pleased to announce that I have appointed an additional Lunchtime Supervisor. This additional member 

of staff will increase our lunchtime cover to four members of staff. As pupil numbers continue to grow, I will continue 

to monitor existing cover arrangements. Miss Ross will start in school soon and we wish her well in her new role.  

After reviewing responses regarding beginning Breakfast Club at 8:15 a.m., I have decided to remain with an 8:30 

a.m. start. I will monitor this closely and review again for the Summer terms when traditionally, with the lighter morn-

ings, demand for Breakfast Club increases.  

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http;//www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



‘Bikeability’ 

I have arranged for our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils to participate in the popular ‘Bikeability’ scheme during March. 

This scheme teaches essential skills when using a bicycle including how to stay safe when riding on/ near roads 

and how to effectively maintain/ check key safety features.  More information will follow in due course.  

Music Tuition (repeated) 

Pupils have been given an exciting opportunity to learn the Flute or Clarinet in school with Mr Jakob. Tuition via 

the Durham Music Service is extremely good value for money and I would urge pupils in Team 5 to take this   

opportunity to learn to play one of these beautiful instruments.  Please contact the office if you require any   

further information. 

Friends of the School 

Thank you to those parents/ carers who have expressed an interest in establishing a ’Friends of the School’ 

group.  If anyone else would like to become involved, please contact the office and leave your details.  

Football tournament at Parkside Academy 

Our school football team will be playing at Parkside Academy on Wednesday. We are enjoying an excellent 

season so far and are currently unbeaten and second in the league. Please show your support for our team! 

Children’s Achievements in School 

Every Friday, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week. Congratulations to this week’s chosen children, who are: 

 

 

 

 

 

William 

Reception 

 

 

Well done to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

Diary Dates: 

27.01.16  Football tournament (Parkside Academy) 

09.02.16  Dance Festival - KS1 & KS2  (Parkside Academy) 

10.02.16  KS1 & KS2 Valentines Disco (more details to follow) 

11.02.16  Y5/Y6 Sports Hall Athletics  (rescheduled from 28.01.16) 

12.02.16  ‘Stanley Crook Come Dancing’ - Whole school dance event 

12.02.16  School closes for half-term break 

22.02.16  School re-opens for teaching purposes 


