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Headteacher’s Notices 

As we approach the final week of half-term, I have taken time to reflect on the enormous achievements your    

children have made during the past weeks and the steps forwards we have taken in ensuring that Stanley Crook 

Primary School remains one of the top primaries in the country. In a relatively short space of time, we have 

achieved a great deal. Improvements to the Early Years and Key Stage 1 area are now well underway; the        

development of the school playground is planned and work is due to begin shortly; solutions to the parking issue 

around school have been agreed and improvements are soon to be implemented; the redesign of the Team 4 

classroom has been approved and, once complete, will provide a first-class learning zone for those pupils in Mr 

Teasdale’s class; our work to gain the UNICEF Rights Respecting School Award has begun in earnest;  lunchtime 

supervision has been improved with the employment of an additional midday supervisor and equipment for our 

‘Playground Leaders’ has been renewed so that they can continue to lead games and activities at break and 

lunchtime. However, this is only the ‘tip of the iceberg’ and many more exciting developments are planned in the 

near future including reinvigorating school events such as ‘Sports Day’ and widening the scope of educational 

visits to broaden and deepen your child(ren)’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them.  

Because of the inclusive vision I wish to achieve for our school, our successes are also your successes. I repeat my 

message from previous newsletters that I am extremely fortunate to be Headteacher of such an outstanding 

school and I would like to highlight again the outstanding team I have around me which works tirelessly day after 

day (and through many nights!) to ensure that your child(ren) receive the best possible primary education. Staff at 

Stanley Crook Primary School are committed to improving outcomes for ALL pupils. Thank you to all parents and 

carers for your continued support in assisting us in our efforts to achieve this goal.  

Following on from the tragic events which occurred in Hartlepool last October, I am delighted to be able to offer 

parents an opportunity to attend an in-school workshop on dealing with choking in children. Many of you have 

already replied to book a place. However, places are strictly limited so if you have not already, please contact the 

school office as soon as possible. To compliment these parent workshops, ALL pupils in school will receive first-aid 

training after half-term. The ‘training’ involved will be differentiated so that it is ‘age-appropriate’ for the pupils in 

the different year groups but will provide all pupils with the knowledge and skills of basic first-aid from dialling 999 to 

applying bandages and administering emergency first-aid.  

On 22nd February, Key Stage 2 pupils will be visiting the Gala Theatre in Durham City. During the visit pupils will 

watch a fantastic performance from the Durham University Orchestra and be transported to enchanting and   

magical worlds. This will be an exciting afternoon and showcase the thrill of watching and listening to a full         

orchestra!  

Before then however, pupils from Team 2 and Team 5 will be representing our school at the Durham Dance        

Festival. Team 5 have been perfecting their ‘Kartha’ Indian Dance and Team 2 have been putting the finishing 

touches to their ‘Dino Dance’. The pupils will arrive in style at the festival with Team 5 wearing traditional Indian 

Dance outfits and Team 2 dressed as dinosaurs! Good luck ‘Team Stanley Crook’! 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http;//www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Valentine’s Day Disco (repeated) 

A reminder that our Valentine’s Day Disco will be held in school on Wednesday 10th February. EYFS and KS1 will 

enjoy their disco between 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm, followed by KS2 from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Mr Shaun is providing 

the music and pupils will be able to purchase a bag of sweets, a packet of crisps and a drink for £1. There is no 

charge for tickets.  

‘Stanley Crook Does Strictly’ 

Next Friday will not be a ‘toy day’ as in previous terms. Instead, pupils from all Teams will be taking part in 

‘Stanley Crook Does Strictly’. Throughout the morning pupils will perform their team dances in front of the     

cameras with four ‘judges’ looking on. After lunch the pupils will have an opportunity to watch back their   

dances in a special programme  broadcast! I wonder which team will lift the ‘Glitter Ball Trophy’? We hope to 

have DVDs of the show on sale to parents/ carers after half-term.  

World Book Day 

To celebrate World Book Day, I have arranged for the Tickled Pink drama company to visit school on the 24th 

February to deliver their fantastic show based on the adventures of ‘Peter Pan’. 30 lucky pupils will also have the 

opportunity to participate in a drama workshop and take part in the show!  

Children’s Achievements in School 

Every Friday, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week. Congratulations to this week’s chosen children, who are: 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: 

08.02.16  Sports Link Assembly 

09.02.16  Dance Festival - KS1 & KS2  (Parkside Academy) 

10.02.16  KS1 & KS2 Valentines Disco  

11.02.16  Y5/Y6 Sports Hall Athletics  (rescheduled from 28.01.16) 

12.02.16  ‘Stanley Crook Come Dancing’  

12.02.16  School closes for half-term break 

22.02.16  School re-opens for teaching purposes 

24.02.16  Tickled Pink Drama Company -  Peter Pan 

24.02.16  Teams 4/ 5 & 6 - Staying Safe/ Anti-Bullying  

29.02.16  KS2 Cross-country (Parkside Academy) 

01.03.16/ 02.03.16 Mothers’ Day Lunch 

03.03.16 World Book Day  

08.03.16  KS1 Parent Information workshop (SATs) 

10.03.16  Year 5/6 Parent Information workshop (SATs) 

16.03.16/ 17.03.16  Spring term Parent Meetings 

18.03.16  Sports Relief ‘Sponsored Mile’ 

23.03.16  Multi-faith assembly and ‘The Easter Story’ 


