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Headteacher’s Notices 

Welcoming our outstanding pupils back to school on Tuesday provided us all with an opportunity to reflect on the 

weeks ahead and the many exciting learning activities planned for Teams throughout the school; this half-term is 

one of the most enjoyable of the school calendar. The ‘Topic’ for all Teams this half-term is focused around 

‘Celebrations’ where pupils will explore and learn about a variety of celebrations from Bonfire Night (learning 

about The Gunpowder Plot of 1605) and Remembrance Day (learning about Armistice Day on 11.11.1918) to     

Hanukah and Christmas! And with only 22 school days remaining until the first Christmas performance of 2016,    

rehearsals are now well underway. 

This afternoon, pupils from across the school took part in our E-Safety Learning Showcase Event. In our modern,  

digital world, e-safety is a crucial part of a child’s education. Learning about how to stay safe online is extremely     

important in safeguarding our children against the dangers of internet misuse. Pupils participate in regular learning 

activities around all elements of e-safety from Cyber Bullying to Social Media and Security while online and all of 

the Team presentations delivered during the showcase, demonstrated the excellent work which has been        

completed in class around this subject. Following the Team presentations, parents/ carers were also provided with 

an interesting and engaging presentation focused on developing their knowledge and understanding of the issues 

involved in e-safety and I hope that the information which was delivered can now be used to ensure that your   

children are able to be safe online. Many thanks to Pauline Stewart from the Education Development Service for 

coming into school and sharing her expertise on this subject.  

As many of us will be either visiting organised firework displays this weekend, or perhaps enjoying private family   

celebrations at home, I arranged for the Fire Service to visit school this morning to deliver their firework safety talk to 

all of our pupils. While they can provide a great deal of enjoyment, fireworks can be extremely dangerous and  

pupils enjoyed learning all about the Firework Code and how to stay safe during ’Bonfire Night’. Many thanks to 

Crook Fire Station for visiting school to hold the assembly with our pupils.   

Yesterday, pupils in Team 5 enjoyed a visit from Paul Hodgkinson of the Education Development Service when he 

delivered an extremely interesting session on Lego Programming. As part of our wider Computing curriculum, the 

pupils participated in a range of activities using Scratch to programme a variety of Lego sets to fulfil specific      

objectives. As always, our visitor was extremely impressed with the attitude and mature approach of pupils in Team 

5 and is looking forward to returning to school soon to carry out more fun and engaging workshops.  

I have been extremely impressed by the standard of artwork which has been completed in Team 1 this week.   

Working alongside Mrs Brabban and Miss Brown, pupils have been using a range of artistic effects to complete 

‘Winter Art’. The collage art which combines to produce beautiful pictures of Penguins certainly caught my eye on 

Team 1’s new class display board in school!  

I will provide parents with more details next week on tickets for our Christmas performances, Autumn Term Parent 

Consultation Meetings and pupil Termly Progress Reports.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Parent/ Co-opted Governor Vacancy 

Our Governing Body currently has a vacancy for a parent and co-opted governor, and would welcome       

volunteers from the school/ local community to join us. School Governors are not responsible for the day to day  

management of the school; instead they provide constructive support and challenge to the school team to 

ensure high standards of achievement and also to ensure that the School’s budget is spent appropriately. The 

Governing Body of Stanley Crook Primary School currently meets a minimum of 3 times each year, with regular 

committee meetings throughout each term. For an informal discussion about the role of the Governing Body 

and the expectations on individual governors, please contact Mr Christie on 01388 762858 or email                 

stanleycrook@durhamlearning.net.  

I would like to take this opportunity to place on record my thanks to Mrs Moralee for her outstanding support 

and efforts while a member of our Governing Body. 

School Uniform 

A reminder that all pupils are required to wear plain, black footwear for school. Please do not allow your child to 

come to school in bright, luminous trainers as these are not part of our school uniform. Thank you for your       

cooperation. 

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week. This week’s chosen children are: 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding  effort and hard work in our school! 

 

Diary Dates: 

 

 

08.11.16 ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ - Theatre Production 

11.11.16  Remembrance Day Assembly 

11.11.16  Bags2School 

14.11.16  BBC Children in Need ‘Spotacular’ Week 

14.11.16  Anti-Bullying ‘Sticks and Stones’ 

18.11.16  Wear something ‘Spotty’ to school (Children in Need) 

02.12.16  Beamish Santa Visit (Team 1 and Team 2) 

02.12.16  Termly Progress Reports out to parents/ carers 

06/07.12.16  Christmas Performance (All pupils) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/09.12.16  Parent Consultation Meetings  

12.11.16  Rev. Anglesey—Christmas Assembly 

13.12.16  Christmas Panto—Gala Theatre Durham 

15.12.16  Wear a Christmas Jumper—Save the Children 

15.12.16  Christmas Party Day including Christmas Lunch 

16.12.16  Christmas Carol Service in school 

16.12.16  School Closes for Christmas Break 

03.01.17  SCHOOL CLOSED—Staff training  

04.01.17  School Re-opens for teaching purposes 

 


