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Headteacher’s Notices 

After a successful week in school which has seen many pupils demonstrating outstanding achievements, I would 

like to begin this newsletter by passing on my thanks to our dedicated and hardworking staff, committed           

Governing Body and you, the parents/ carers, for the support which you provide our school in enabling Stanley 

Crook primary to be such a wonderful place to learn and grow.  

I have been particularly impressed with the attitude to learning demonstrated in Team 5 this week. In a few weeks, 

Year 6 pupils in this Team will be sitting their Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) and for many, this can be an           

extremely unsettling time. As the class teacher of this Team up until recently, I am aware of the stresses and strains 

Year 6 pupils face in this exam period. However, I became acutely aware of this last year as my own daughter, 

Holly, had to sit the Year 6 exams.  As parents, we can do a great deal to support our children during exam         

periods, not only in primary but in the future at secondary school and possibly university. Please reassure your      

children that there is nothing to worry about during this time and for them to continue to follow our school mission, 

especially ‘To try our best’!   

Some of you may have heard the news regarding the cancellation of the Year 2 English, Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling  test due to the release, by the Government, of the test as exemplification material earlier in the year. 

For us at school, this is quite disappointing and frustrating as the pupils in Mrs Martin’s class have worked extremely 

hard on this area of the curriculum. In fact, much of what Year 2 are taught in this area was, only last year, taught 

as part of the Year 6 programme of study under the previous national curriculum and therefore, the progress 

shown by pupils in Team 2 holds even greater significance. Although no test will be sat by these pupils, Teacher 

Assessments will still be applied. Exams for Mathematics and English Reading are unaffected.  

Thank you to the parents/ carers who attended our workshop in school yesterday which focused on developing 

knowledge and skills when dealing with choking in children. I arranged this workshop in response to the tragic 

events in Hartlepool last year and feedback received from parents/ carers who attended the workshop was      

extremely positive. First Aid workshops for pupils will be held in school shortly.  

I am pleased to announce that our two new trim trails have been completed. These trails will provide pupils         

with additional activities to complete during break and lunch times. Now complete, the new equipment looks      

fantastic and I am exploring further opportunities to enhance outdoor provision for our pupils.  

However, I was saddened to learn that the school was subject to several incidents of vandalism during the Easter 

break. Our perimeter fence, some play equipment and other resources have been damaged. Before we broke for 

Easter, one staff member also suffered a theft from her car which was parked at the rear entrance to the school. 

With this in mind, and due to the significant investment school has made in the purchase and installation of new 

outdoor equipment, I have installed a CCTV system around school to help protect these assets so that they may 

continue to be enjoyed by your children.  

Thank you once again for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Kingswood Residential Visit 

Pupils in Team 5 are looking forward to our annual residential trip to Dukehouse Wood in Hexham next week. 

Please may I remind parents of pupils attending the trip, to ensure that their children have appropriate clothing 

packed and that all medication is handed to me prior to departure on Wednesday. Thank you. 

Swimming Tuition 

Due to Team 5 visiting Dukehouse Wood, Team 4 will be swimming next week.  

The Big Pedal 

Well done to all pupils (and mums and dads) who have cycled or scootered to school this week as part of The 

Big Pedal. This event compliments the significant amount of work we do in school around healthy  lifestyles and 

care for our environment.  The event continues next week. 

Breakfast Club 

A reminder for parents/ carers of pupils in Year 6  that pupils are invited to enjoy a healthy breakfast in school 

during the week of the SATs (week beginning 9th May).  

Children’s Achievements in School 

Every Friday, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week. Congratulations to this week’s chosen children, who are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William 

Foster 

 

Well done to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

Diary Dates: 

 

 

27.04/ 29.04.16  Kingswood Residential Trip 

28.04.16  KS1 Centre 4 Life/ Dino Time and Fantastic Fossils 

04.05.16  Year 5—WSCC Design and Technology 

04.05.16  Football Tournament—Team 5 

04.05.16  Mistress Johnson—The Tudor Merchant’s Wife 

09.05.16  KS2 Statutory Assessments begin  - please ensure 

your child is in school during this period. All Year 6 pupils 

are invited to Breakfast Club this week. 

11.05,16  Year 5—WSCC Design and Technology 

 

17.05.16  Year 5/6 ‘Growing Up’ talk—Team 5 

18.05.16  National Railway Museum—Team 4 and Team 5 

23.05.16  Junk Rock—Team 5 

25.05.16  Year 5—WSCC Design and Technology 

04.06.16  Guy Tansley—BugsnStuff 

10.06.16  Mega Friday Walk 

14.06.16  Bags 2 School 

15.06.16  Athletics Festival 

26.06.16  Burnhill Nature Reserve—Team 2 


