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Headteacher’s Notices 

A very warm welcome back to school for the start of the second half of the Autumn term. These next few weeks will no 

doubt present many challenges for school and members of our community; however, I am confident that we will be able 

to continue to make school a safe, fun and enjoyable place so that the children can continue to learn and to be with their 

friends.  

 

Thank you once again to parents/ carers for their support with the measures and new routines which were introduced at 

school at the beginning of the new school year. COVID risk assessments and management plans  continue to be reviewed 

and updated in response to government and public health advice and guidance. All newly established measures will be 

able to continue into this half term with  regards drop off/ collection times and breakfast club and after-school provision. 

School operations and organisation for staggered break and lunch times and secure Team ‘bubbles’ are also continuing in 

order to mitigate risk as much as is practically possible. In planning these routines and measures in school, the staff and I  

were determined that they should provide the greatest possible degree of safety for the children whilst having a minimal 

adverse impact on their enjoyment of school and across the educational provision on offer. I am pleased to report that this 

is being achieved and there is no better sight than to see our school full with happy, smiling children all enjoying being in 

school, having fun and learning with their friends.  

 

May I take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of the importance in following government, local authority and public 

health advice in helping prevent the spread and transmission of COVID-19. If you, your child, or any member of your  

household, develop any of the three symptoms of coronavirus, it is vital that you isolate and book a test. More information 

on actions to take in the event of a member of your household developing coronavirus symptoms was posted on    

ClassDojo on 1st November. If you have any questions regarding actions required, please do not   hesitate to contact 

school, contact your GP or call 111.  

 

As England enters a second national lockdown, the mental health and wellbeing of our children is more important than 

ever. In school, we continue to focus on mental and physical health and wellbeing as part of our curriculum recovery   

strategy and have several effective programmes running in school—all aimed at identifying and supporting children who 

may be vulnerable. I am extremely proud of the shared ethos of all staff at Stanley Crook centred around children’s mental 

and physical health and wellbeing and the continued positive impact school is having in working with children and their 

families to provide support during this challenging time. School is committed to supporting children and their fmailies across 

our community through direct support or signposting to various charities and agencies. Please do not hesitate to contact 

myself or a member of school staff if you require any level of support. We are here to help!  

 

With grassroots sport being suspended during the period of lockdown, school is committed to continue to provide a range 

of active learning opportunities for the children in school. Every Team is now fully engaged in a programme of Forest 

Schools and outdoor learning. These sessions are proving extremely popular with the children and further support our     

strategy in promoting positive mental health.  

 

PE this half-term is Dance and each Team is working with Lauren (our Sports Coach from Education Enterprise) to develop 

and choreograph a Christmas-themed dance routine for a special Christmas version of ‘Stanley Crook does Strictly Come 

Dancing’! The ‘live final’ will be held on Wednesday 16th December with DVDs of the final being sent to each family (free 

of charge) to enjoy over the Christmas break. Which TEAM will win the Stanley Crook Glitter Ball Trophy 2020? 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 

“Pupils’ personal development, behaviour and welfare is OUTSTANDING” (Ofsted, 2019) 



School Photographs 

Many thanks to Ritchie Coatsworth for visiting school and 

completing school photographs for children across all Teams. 

I know many schools have not permitted photographers in 

school due to COVID—however, through our risk assessments 

and working closely with Ritchie, the sessions have gone very 

well. Due to Lockdown beginning on Thursday, a quick      

decision had to be made to get Ritchie into school to       

complete the photographs for Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5   

pupils on Wednesday. A decision was taken to do this as   

everyone was keen for children in these Year groups not to 

miss out on having their photograph taken. Of course, there is 

no obligation whatsoever to purchase photographs. 

Ritchie will combine sibling photos into one pack to support 

with costs and will get the proofs back to school as soon as 

possible.  

Orders will be returned in time for Christmas.  

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

PUPIL VOICE 

A view from TEAM Morpurgo 

“I enjoyed receiving my Silver Badge Award from Mr. Christie this 

week for trying really hard with my work. It made me feel really 

happy! 

Team Morpurgo is a fun class and I’m looking forward to improving 

my spellings” 

(Evie—Year 6) 

“This week I have enjoyed PE and learning the rhythm to the beat. 

I enjoyed making propaganda posters and look forward to Forest 

Schools next week. 

It was really good when we used watercolours for Art on ‘Goodnight 

Mr Tom’.” 

(Reece—Year 5) 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 


