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Headteacher’s Notices 

Teacher/ Parent consultations this Autumn term have been a little different to normal. Due to COVID  

restrictions and various risk assessments in place at school, we have been unable to deliver the usual 

round of teacher/ parent meetings. Instead, consultations this half term have been via telephone       

appointments. Despite the enforced changes to these meetings, I have been extremely pleased with 

how the consultations have progressed. Engagement of parents/ carers at school with regards their 

child’s academic attainment and progress and in providing feedback on provision and organisation is 

of high value to everyone at school. Positive school/ home relationships enables us to drive forward     

further school improvements and enhance the effectiveness of provision for all children. Thank you to 

parents/ carers for their support with the new arrangements for these meetings—the staff and I have 

been overwhelmed by the number of positive comments we have received regarding provision in 

school and efforts made to ensure that school remains as normal as possible for the children. Thank you 

also to parents who have made use of Class Dojo to contact their child’s class teacher for a ’catch-up’ 

on progress this half-term.  

 

As always, we are here to help!  

 

As a result of the wide ranging affects of COVID, school has established a number of bespoke support 

programmes at school level—access to additional support is also available for families at school via    

other initiatives. With Christmas just around the corner, many families may be feeling under increasing 

pressure and I would therefore urge any family which may require additional support to get in touch. All 

requests will be handled in the strictest of confidence.   

 

The school Christmas Tree arrived at school this week! Many, many thanks to David Blenkinsopp for    

continuing to support Christmas at school through his extremely kind donation of a beautiful              

Christmas Tree each year—it is greatly appreciated. A selection of pupils from Team Morpurgo have 

decorated the tree and the children are very excited to see it on display in the school corridor.  

 

Christmas is very much throughout the school now—each Team have decorated their own Christmas 

trees and put up decorations and Mrs Shields and Mrs Corrigan have done a wonderful job in designing 

the backdrop to the stage. Everyone in school is sad that we cannot host our usual Christmas               

performances this year; however, preparations for each Team’s special Christmas assembly are going 

well! Having had a sneak preview of one or two of the assemblies this week, I am sure that they will    

provide a more than adequate substitute to the live shows!  

 

Finally, I would like to once again thank the children, staff, parents/ carers and all members of our school 

community for their continued efforts and support at school. Great work, T.E.A.M. Stanley Crook!  

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Christmas Events in School  

Week beginning 7th December: Filming takes place of TEAM 

Christmas Assemblies 

16.12.20: Stanley Crook Does Strictly Come Dancing 

17.12.20: Christmas Lunch Day (Wear your Christmas jumper 

to School day in aid of Save the Children charity—£1 ‘fine’) 

17.12.20: Termly Progress Reports published 

17.12.20: Christmas DVDs sent home 

18.12.20: Christmas Party Day and Virtual Santa Visit (Children 

are invited to come to school in their party clothes for lots od 

Christmas FUN! 

School closes for the Christmas break on Friday 18th          

December and reopens for teaching purposes on Monday 

4th January 2021. 

 

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

PUPIL VOICE 

A view from Team Cowell 

 

‘I have read many times at home and in school. I have 

received an award for my reading, which makes me happy. 

My favourite book this week was ‘All About Disgusting 

Things!’. I really like to play games at break time with my 

friends and I can’t wait for our Polar Express performance 

next week!’ 

 

I have enjoyed reading on MyOn and writing a diary in 

English. I have completed lots of star jumps during  

playtime for the December Sports Challenge. I have 

enjoyed making snowmen decorations for the class window 

and I am looking forward to perform our Christmas Play 

next week!’ 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 


