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Headteacher’s Notices 

Happy New Year to all of our school community and many best wishes for health and happiness in 2021! 

 

It is extremely disappointing to have begun the new year and the start of the Spring term back in national lockdown. The decision 

taken on Sunday to close school to all but those children most vulnerable and those of key workers was not easy. Having achieved 

a full autumn term of 15 weeks of schooling, without the need to close any ‘bubbles’ due to COVID outbreaks, was a great resu lt 

and clearly reflected the efforts of all staff, children, families and members of our local community in following tier guidance and 

new measures at school. Children should be in school—learning and having fun with friends—however, due to the seriousness of 

the current local and national situation as a result of increased COVID transmission rates and hospitalisations significantly higher 

than the peak of April 2020, a move to remote/ home learning was inevitable, subsequently being confirmed by the Prime Minister 

in his address on Monday evening.  

 

The current lockdown position for school is very different from March 2020 in the additional challenges it brings, including        

heightened community and staffing concerns around the new strain of the virus. Consequently, school is facing many new       

challenges around safety and an ability to support staffing rotas to accommodate increasing numbers of prioritised vulnerable 

pupils.  

  

An additional demand on schools is the DFE expectation to provide high quality home/ remote education alongside the change 

in emphasis from on-site ‘childcare’ to pupils accessing on-site education. A further complication is caused by significant additions 

to the list of key workers and the number of businesses, which can remain open.  In recent days, these have both significantly   

increased demand for access to school placements at our school. 

 

In our community, demand for school places from key worker families is now exceeding the ability to accommodate children  

safely and to effectively meet COVID and health and safety risk assessments. Staffing capacity has been significantly impacted 

due to safeguarding those staff who are vulnerable and/ or live with vulnerable family members as well as providing additional 

and necessary safeguards to staff with regards mitigating risk of transmission of the virus.  

 

In line with national and local guidance, school will prioritise places for children who are most vulnerable and I would ask all      

parents/ carers who are eligible under key worker criteria to carefully consider if and when they need their child(ren) in school. By 

key worker families being flexible with regards requirements on access requests for their children at school, pressures on school         

capacity can be partially alleviated and more part-time/ daily access to school places can be provided for more families. Thank 

you to those key worker parents/ carers who have worked with their child’s class teacher today in reviewing access requirements 

for their child for next week. This has greatly supported school in planning provision for next week!  

 

Thank you to parents/ carers for the many, many kind messages of support the staff and I have received this week. The level of 

support school regularly receives from parents is always very much appreciated and the messages and comments over the last 

few days have been gratefully received.  

 

The staff and I appreciate and understand the pressures and challenges faced by families due to demands of home/ remote 

learning while—for many—also working from home. School is here to help and support in any way we can and my staff and I will 

endeavour to do all that we can in providing support to families during this difficult period.  

 

Today has been a ‘snow day’ in school with all children moving to remote/ home learning. Throughout this week, I have been  

extremely pleased with the level of engagement from families and children within their home/ remote learning tasks and I have 

received many messages of support from parents/ carers who have provided specific and positive feedback on our home/      

remote learning offer. It has been lovely to see lots of learning happening at home—with children still having time to relax and 

have fun! Remember—school is here to help and support whenever and however we can! 

 

Thank you again to all members of our school community—children, parents/ carers, staff, governors and our local community for 

their continued support: T.E.A.M. Stanley Crook.  ‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



COVID ACTIONS 

A reminder of actions to take in the event of suspected 

COVID symptoms and/ or a positive COVID test result. 

The main aspect to the guidance is that if any member of the 

household and/ or support bubble develops symptoms of 

coronavirus, all persons must isolate immediately and the 

individual displaying symptoms of coronavirus must book a 

test. 

During this period, any children in the family or support     

bubble should not attend school. 

If a negative test result is returned, the child(ren) may return 

to school.  

More information and guidance of self-isolation and booking 

a test, can be found by clicking this link: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

.  

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

HOME/ REMOTE LEARNING AT STANLEY CROOK 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

