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Headteacher’s Notices 

Thank you once again to everyone across our school community for their ongoing efforts and support. This week has presented a range of 

additional challenges, with the closure of Team Dahl ‘bubble’ and in working to meet ever changing government guidance. However, I 

have been immensely proud of everyone at school for their collective efforts and determination in tackling these issues and working to 

ensure that our children are not disadvantaged as a result of the current lockdown and partial school closures.  

 

Home/ Remote Learning 

Home/ remote learning across all Teams has been excellent this week. The staff and I have been overwhelmed by the efforts of the children 

in engaging and completing their school work and we are all extremely thankful to parents/ carers for their efforts in supporting their       

children. I am acutely aware of the huge amount of pressure being faced by many families at present with regards home learning.        

Balancing the demands of working from home with ensuring children continue their education, is not an easy task. For those families who 

are finding that they are under pressure, please remember that school is here to help and support in any way possible. Please do not    

hesitate to contact myself or your child’s class teacher for advice, support or simply just a chat!  

 

To further enhance our remote learning offer, from next week, every Team will begin delivering ‘live’ lessons, via Microsoft Teams. On the 

most basic level, these sessions will provide class teachers and children an excellent opportunity to ’catch-up’ and make contact. Having 

’live’ learning content delivered to every child across school—who is learning from home—will also significantly enhance the effectiveness 

of our remote learning offer and improve outcomes for the children within their learning. Each Team has published information on their 

Class Story page outlining the days and times of the ’live’ sessions for next week. Thank you for the significant amount of positive feedback, 

which has been received in relation to the launch of these ’live’ teaching sessions. Mrs Wilkinson and the staff in Team Donaldson have 

been trialling the technology and identifying any issues through delivering ’live’ phonics and story time sessions to children in that Team and 

the level of engagement from children, parents/ carers—along with feedback on these sessions—has been excellent. I am sure that the 

sessions will be well received by the children in other Teams and it has been pleasing for me and the class teachers to hear that many of 

the children are excited about taking part next week.  

 

Learning in School and Key Worker places 

Children in school have, likewise, been working incredibly hard this week. These are uncertain times for everyone; however, the children in 

school have continued to show excellent engagement in their learning and their attitudes to learning have been exemplary. I would again 

like to emphasise the pressure school is under with regards demands for places from key worker families. Following updated guidance from 

the DfE, if any child from a key worker family can be at home, then they should remain at home. Reduced numbers of children in school 

means a safer environment in terms of enabling the school COVID Risk Assessment to be safely and effectively implemented and eases 

pressure on staffing capacity. I am grateful for the ongoing support many families are providing in the flexibility they are showing with             

regards requests for school places for their children.  

 

Team Dahl ‘bubble’ 

Following a positive case of COVID being confirmed in Team Dahl last week, and following advice and guidance from the Health          

Protection Team and PHE on isolation periods for close contacts, the ‘bubble’ will reopen from Monday. Thank you to parents/ carers and 

children in Team Dahl for adhering to government guidance on isolation during this period. Any child who has been isolating and who is 

displaying symptoms of coronavirus must not return to school and a test should be arranged. Likewise, if any member of the household        

develops symptoms of coronavirus, all members of the household (including children) must isolate and a test booked for the symptomatic 

person.  

 

COVID Testing in Primary Schools 

There has been a lot of focus on the governments strategy to introduce COVID tests for all primary school staff and—where necessary,   

primary school children, being tested by their parents/ carers. Already, due to uncertainty around the reliability of results from Lateral flow 

testing, the UK regulator has refused to approve the use of mass testing in primary schools, causing significant issues for the government 

policy. Suggesting that close contacts of a positive COVID case can remain in school, based on a negative result from a unrel iable test, 

presents significant and unnecessary risk to children, staff, families and the wider community and will, in my view, lead to increased        

transmission rates in schools and wider closure of ‘bubbles’. I will provide more information to parents/ carers next week after further       

guidance is released by the Local Authority on the possible roll-out of this initiative. Please be assured that I will never comprise on the safety 

and wellbeing of the children, staff or wider community at Stanley Crook Primary School.  

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



COVID ACTIONS 

A reminder of actions to take in the event of suspected 

COVID symptoms and/ or a positive COVID test result. 

The main aspect to the guidance is that if any member of the 

household and/ or support bubble develops symptoms of 

coronavirus, all persons must isolate immediately and the 

individual displaying symptoms of coronavirus must book a 

test. 

During this period, any children in the family or support     

bubble should not attend school. 

If a negative test result is returned, the child(ren) may return 

to school.  

More information and guidance of self-isolation and booking 

a test, can be found by clicking this link: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

.  

Children’s Achievements in School  

Every week, staff choose a pupil from each Team to be recognised for something special they have achieved 

during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school. 

 

 

 

HOME/ REMOTE LEARNING AT STANLEY CROOK 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class. Awards 

could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the reason, 

many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

