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Headteacher’s Notices 

The end of another week and I would like once again to thank our school community for their ongoing support. I am immensely proud of the         

individual and collective efforts which are being made by our school staff and community, and it is a great honour and privilege to lead such an 

outstanding team. Within that, I would like to pay special thanks to my outstanding team of staff who—in the most challenging of circumstances—

continue to demonstrate such high levels of professionalism and dedication. This period is presenting significant challenge for everyone in the fight 

back against this dreadful virus, and I am particularly aware of the pressures which my staff—as with school staff across the country—are under in      

delivering teaching and learning to children at home and school, while working within strict COVID guidelines. Nevertheless, their commitment to 

school, our children and families is outstanding and I know from speaking to many parents/ carers over the past few weeks, that this is a view which is 

shared across our school community.  This week, each Team has established a programme of ’live’ lessons and I would like to thank my staff for the 

speed at which these sessions were planned, established, communicated to parents/ carers and then delivered!   

Our school is also supporting—and will continue to support—many children and families across our school and local community who are                

experiencing hardship or other issues related to the COVID pandemic and lockdowns. However, and despite these challenges, our  school            

community is remaining positive and working together as a team and whether it be within aspects of home learning or by witnessing the resilience of 

our children and families, we can all be proud of the efforts being made during this period of lockdown and partial school closure; and due to the 

commitment of our fantastic NHS and the significant progress being made in the programme for vaccine rollout, I am sure that brighter days are 

ahead.  

 

Government Guidance re-COVID 

I would like to take this opportunity again to emphasise to everyone the importance of following government guidance regarding coronavirus/ 

COVID 19: If you, or any member of your household or support bubble, develops symptoms of coronavirus, everyone must isolate immediately. The 

persons or individual who are displaying symptoms must book a test. During this period, no child(ren) from the affected household or support bubble 

should attend school. Only in the event of a negative test result—and if no other member of the household or support bubble have symptoms of 

coronavirus—can isolation end. In the case of a positive test result, all members the household and support bubble must continue to isolate and  

follow government guidance and the advice of NHS Track and Trace. I cannot overemphasise the importance in following this guidance. My staff 

(some of whom are vulnerable and/ or have clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable family members at home) are working in           

challenging circumstances and this guidance does offer some level of protection and reassurance. By following the guidance, we are also all     

supporting the work of the NHS—as they continue to do an incredible job in rolling out the vaccine to the top four priority groups—as well helping to 

reduce rates of community transmission and the spread of the virus; therefore, reducing demand on NHS frontline services.  

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

 

COVID Testing in Primary Schools 

Plans for daily tests of children and staff in primary school have been halted as a result of warnings with regards the accuracy of lateral flow tests. The 

rapid turnaround tests were due to be used to keep children and staff in school if they had come into contact with a positive case and, under the 

original plan, children and staff would not need to self-isolate if they agreed to be tested once a day for seven days. For primary school children, 

parents were expected to deliver the daily test to their children. As I stated in last weeks newsletter, I have serious concerns in keeping ‘bubbles’ 

open in the event of a close contact positive case. This policy would have gone against national government COVID guidance and, in my view, 

would have undoubtedly resulted in increased transmission rates of the virus and wider ’bubble’ closures. The Department for Educations Chief     

Scientific Advisor has said that the use of daily lateral flow tests as a means of keeping ‘bubbles’ open carried a “hypothet ical risk of increasing    

transmission”. Public Health England and the NHS have recommended that the government pause this testing programme in schools  as the risks are 

‘unclear’ and the pausing of the programme was confirmed by Gavin Williamson (Education Secretary) this week.  

Twice weekly testing of primary school staff is going ahead, which I support as a means of detecting a-symptomatic positive cases of coronavirus in 

staff. These twice weekly tests will provide increased levels of reassurance for staff in school and for parents/ carers. Testing of school staff at Stanley 

Crook will hopefully begin next week—I am awaiting delivery of the test kits from the Department for Education.  

 

Home Learning and Accessing School Places 

A massive ‘thank you’ to parents/ carers whose children are learning at home! I know this can present a range of challenges; however, the staff and I 

are extremely appreciative of your efforts! This week has been another excellent week with percentage rates of daily engagement and submission of 

work in the high 90s! This week has also seen the launch of ‘live’ lessons for every Team. There have been one or two ‘technical’ issues; however,  

attendance at these ‘live’ sessions has been almost at 100% and feedback from parents/ carers and—most importantly, the children—has been 

extremely positive! These lessons will certainly enhance the effectiveness of remote learning and better support children in their learning tasks.  

To support my staff—most of whom have been working across their weekends communicating with parents and collating registers of children who 

are in school—I have now set a deadline of 12 Noon each Friday for key worker parents/ carers to make contact with their child’s  class teacher(s) 

with regards organising school placements for the coming week. Thank you for your support with this as I am determined to support the wellbeing of 

my staff during these challenging times. My staff must have ‘down-time’ and an opportunity to switch off and spend time resting and relaxing with 

their families. I would also ask that parents/ carers refrain from contacting staff via Class Dojo late at night and over the weekend. Thank you. 

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



A reminder of actions to take in the event of suspected 

COVID symptoms and/ or a positive COVID test result. 

The main aspect to the guidance is that if any member of the 

household and/ or support bubble develops symptoms of 

coronavirus, all persons must isolate immediately and the 

individual displaying symptoms of coronavirus must book a 

test. 

During this period, any children in the family or support     

bubble should not attend school. 

If a negative test result is returned, the child(ren) may return 

to school.  

More information and guidance of self-isolation and booking 

a test, can be found by clicking this link: 

Children’s Achievements in School and at Home!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school or at home! 

 

 

 

PUPIL WELLBEING AT STANLEY CROOK 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

