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Headteacher’s Notices 

I would like to start this week’s newsletter by paying enormous credit to the resilience, determination and commitment of our children at Stanley 

Crook Primary School. The past 12 months have presented children with challenges which no one could have foreseen and has demanded of them 

to make changes to their normal way of life, which no one could have planned for. Despite all of these many, many challenges, the children have 

exemplified their very best self in demonstrating their qualities of adaptability, resilience and positive attitudes. I am sure everyone will join with me in 

paying tribute to our children in recognising their many successes during such challenging times.  

 

School/ Home Learning 

Learning for children—whether they are in school or at home—has continued well this week. Coordinating learning activities for children in school or 

at home is working well in providing an equality of provision for all and the staff and I continue to be extremely impressed by the quality of work which 

is being submitted by all children. ‘Live’ lessons continue to also go well and I would like to thank parents/ carers for the  many messages of support, 

which I continue to receive in relation to our home/ remote learning offer but in particular the ‘live’ lessons. Much of the technical obstacles have 

now been overcome for many families with the loan from school of various IT equipment to support access and I would like to remind families that 

school still retains a healthy stock of tablet devices, laptops and WIFI routers which are available for home loan.  

Thank you to all parents/ carers who are supporting their child(ren) with home/ remote learning. The staff and I continue to be extremely grateful for 

your support and efforts at home in what—for many—are challenging circumstances.  Please do not hesitate to contact me, your child’s teacher or a 

member of staff if further support is needed.  

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

Children at home and in school have been engaged all week within activities linked to Children’s Mental Health Week. Long before the COVID    

pandemic, children’s mental health and wellbeing has been at the forefront of our ethos and values at Stanley Crook Primary School, with provision 

around personal development, behaviour and welfare being judged ‘Outstanding’ at our latest Ofsted inspection. Because of this, school was    

extremely well placed to meet the challenges around wellbeing, presented by restrictions and lockdowns due to COVID. However, the work of my 

staff over the past year in enhancing further our school commitment to support mental health and wellbeing has been beyond outstanding, with 

provision providing a range of effective support for children (and families) who require it.  

The work completed by the children has been wonderful to see and clearly reflects that our school ethos is recognised and valued by all of the    

children at school. Great work, T.E.A.M. Stanley Crook!  

 

Safer Internet Day—Tuesday 9th February 2021 

As with Children’s Mental Health Week, most of these annual educational events this year hold significantly more meaning due to the issues and 

challenges caused by COVID19, lockdown and school closures. Next Tuesday (9th February) is Safer Internet Day and this provides schools and    

families to work with children to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in how to stay safe online. Unfortunately, due to children spending 

more time online during lockdown, case reports of children being targeted and becoming victims of grooming and/ or child exploitation have    

increased significantly in the past year. Next Tuesday, children in school and at home will be set work and activities linked to Safer Internet Day. It is 

more important than ever to ensure that all of our children (no matter how young and no matter how much they think they already might know 

about protecting themselves online) are aware of the dangers of being online and how to keep themselves safe. I have included below some useful 

links to information and resources: 

Parents and Carers | Safer Internet Centre  

Thinkuknow - home  

Inclusive Digital Safety advice for Parents and Carers | Internet Matters  

Staying safe online | Childline  

 

Government Guidance 

I would like to take this opportunity again to emphasise to everyone the importance of following government guidance regarding coronavirus/ 

COVID 19: If you, or any member of your household or support bubble, develops symptoms of coronavirus, everyone must isolate immediately. The 

persons or individual who are displaying symptoms must book a test. During this period, no child(ren) from the   affected household or support bubble 

should attend school. Only in the event of a negative test result—and if no other member of the household or support bubble have symptoms of 

coronavirus—can isolation end. In the case of a positive test result, all members of the household and support bubble must continue to isolate and 

follow government guidance and the advice of NHS Track and Trace. I cannot overemphasise the importance in following this guidance. By following 

the guidance, we are all supporting the work of the NHS—as they continue to do an incredible job in rolling out the vaccine to the top four priority 

groups—as well as helping to reduce rates of community transmission and the spread of the virus; therefore, reducing demand on NHS frontline   

services.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/inclusive-digital-safety/advice-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/


A reminder of actions to take in the event of suspected 

COVID symptoms and/ or a positive COVID test result. 

The main aspect to the guidance is that if any member of the 

household and/ or support bubble develops symptoms of 

coronavirus, all persons must isolate immediately and the 

individual displaying symptoms of coronavirus must book a 

test. 

During this period, any children in the family or support     

bubble should not attend school. 

If a negative test result is returned, the child(ren) may return 

to school.  

More information and guidance of self-isolation and booking 

a test, can be found by clicking this link: 

Children’s Achievements in School and at Home!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school or at home! 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

AT STANLEY CROOK 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

