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Headteacher’s Notices 

The Big Ask 

At Stanley Crook Primary School, promoting positive mental health and wellbeing has always been a priority. These values have greatly supported our 

planning and enhancements to provision across this vitally important area, especially during the COVID 19 pandemic. 

However, many significant challenges remain for our children and young people, as we move forward out of lockdown and the easing of wider COVID 

restrictions. Understanding the views of children and young people in planning policy, tackling wider educational issues and improving access to    

extended support services has never been more important! 

The Children's Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has published the largest every survey of children and young people in England. 'The 

Big Ask' is seeking to gain the views and opinions of as many children and young people as possible. 

The survey only takes 5-10 minutes to complete and returns will provide a valuable insight into the impact of COVID and the wishes of children and 

young people regarding their future hopes and aspirations.  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/   

 

Parent/ Teacher Consultations  

Team Walliams and Team Morpurgo have completed their first parent/ teacher consultation appointments this week. Comments and feedback to Mr 

Teasdale and Miss Williams have been extremely positive. A positive partnership between school and home towards supporting each child reach their 

full potential is a central value at Stanley Crook and is one which has continued to improve overall effectiveness and drive forward improvements. The 

staff and I are greatly appreciative at the level of support we regularly receive from parents/ carers—thank you. Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, 

appointments will continue to be via telephone and I have provided a reminder of remaining appointment dates for each Team, below:  

TEAM DONALDSON – 10th and 20th May 

TEAM DAHL – 11th and 17th May 

TEAM COWELL – 12th and 19th May 

TEAM WALLIAMS – 13th May 

TEAM MORPURGO – 18th May 

For any parent/ carer who has not booked an appointment, please contact the school office for more information. Thank you.  

 

School Organisation post-COVID Restrictions 

As lockdown restrictions ease and we all begin to return to more ‘normality’, I am considering aspects of COVID school operat ions, which would     

remain beneficial in supporting wider organisation.  

One aspect of change, which was established as a result of COVID restrictions in school, has been staggered start and finish times for each Team. These 

staggered timings have improved access to school and have increased safety for children and families at drop off/ collection times. These measures 

have also reduced congestion around the school and local community. Feedback I have received from parents/ carers has suggested a broad level 

of support for retaining some form of staggered start/ finish time at school, once restrictions ease and school operations return to more normal 

measures.  

I am proposing a staggered start/finish time for Teams Donaldson and Team Dahl - and then a separate start/ finish time for Teams Cowell, Walliams 

and Morpurgo, and would like to consult parents/ carers on these proposals before any decision is made.  

The following is a proposed timetable for these Teams:  

Teams Donaldson and Team Dahl - Start: 9:00am Finish 3:15pm 

Teams Cowell, Walliams and Morpurgo - Start 8:45am Finish 3:00pm 

Younger siblings of children in Teams Cowell, Walliams and/ or Morpurgo would - as now - be able to start school with their older siblings at 8:45am and 

go straight to their Teams. Likewise, these younger siblings would also finish with their older siblings at 3:00pm.  

Breakfast Club will continue to operate from 8:00am, with after-school provision concluding at 5:30pm (Monday-Friday). 

In order that I am able to measure opinion of retaining staggered start and finish times (as above), I would be grateful if parents/ carers could complete 

a response to the survey.  

Deadline for responses is Friday 28th May, after which I will updates parents/ carers.  

Please scan the QR code opposite or click the link to access the consultation: https://forms.office.com/r/HthChHz2N6 

School organisation for the new academic year is now being planned and will be finalised shortly. Information on school organisation will be sent to 

parents/ carers on Friday 2nd July, with ‘transition days’ planned for the afternoons of Monday 4th July and Monday 12th July .  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



A reminder of actions to take in the event of suspected COVID    

symptoms and/ or a positive COVID test result. 

The main aspect to the guidance is that if any member of the house-

hold and/ or support bubble develops symptoms of coronavirus, all 

persons must isolate immediately and the individual displaying symp-

toms of coronavirus must book a PCR test. Lateral Flow tests should not 

be used to determine whether an individual is infected, when they are 

presenting with symptoms of coronavirus. Lateral Flow tests are used to 

identify asymptomatic cases of coronavirus in order to further reduce 

transmission of the virus. In the case of a positive Lateral Flow test re-

sult, a confirmatory PCR test should be arranged immediately.  

During this period, any children in the family or support     bubble 

should not attend school. 

If a negative test result is returned, the child(ren) may return to school.  

More information and guidance of self-isolation and booking a test, 

can be found by clicking this link: 

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard 

work in our school! 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

WELLBEING AT STANLEY CROOK! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

