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Headteacher’s Notices 

May Half-Term 

As we all look forward to spending a few days with family and friends, over May half-term, I would like us all to reflect on the extraordinary 

achievements of our children at Stanley Crook! This school year has been another which has been severely disrupted by the COVID crisis.       

However, everyone in school continues to be amazed at the children and the ways in which they continue to excel and progress. They continue 

to approach their school experiences with smiles on their faces and an inner determination to have fun and to achieve! The children at Stanley 

Crook are a great credit to themselves, their families and our school—every day, they make this the best job in the world. 

These last few months have been extremely busy for all staff in school and I know that I am not the only one who is looking forward to some      

rest and relaxation with family and friends next week. A big, big thankyou to my staff team for their continued commitment and dedication to our 

school, the children, their families and our local community.  

There are many activities being held around County Durham, during the half-term break. The sun is forecast to shine all week so hopefully these 

activities will go ahead and be enjoyed by many families: Half term activities - Durham County Council 

I hope that everyone is able to enjoy a well-deserved break over half-term. Thank you to parents/ carers for their continued support. 

School reopens for teaching purposes on Tuesday 8th June.  

 

Post-COVID Recovery 

Thank you to the many parents/ carers who have responded to the consultation regarding retaining staggered start/ finish times, post COVID 

restrictions. Initial results highlight that almost 90% of responses are in favour of retaining staggered start/ finish times as set out in the consultation. 

This is a clear majority of responses. I will take time to review individual responses over half-term and feedback to parents/ carers in more detail 

after the break. The survey is now closed. Thank you for your support with this consultation.  

Thank you to parents/ carers for returning requests for breakfast club and after-school provision, next half-term. After-school provision will now be 

provided on a Friday afternoon, until 4:15pm, and I hope to  be in a position to re-establish extended after-school provision, until 5:30pm, from the 

21st June. This will be dependent upon the progress of the government’s roadmap out of lockdown and education/ health guidance at that 

time. I will update parents/ carers on whether school can progress to extended after-school provision from 21st June, on Friday 11th June.  

There has been a good and positive response to post-COVID recovery plans, which I published on Class Dojo last week. Along with Mrs Graham, 

plans for organising our usual annual Sports Day event are now underway. While being dependent upon government guidance closer to the 

time, everyone in school hopes that guidance will permit school to host this wonderful annual event. Friday 9th July has been provisionally        

identified as the date, if guidance permits. More information will follow closer to the time.  

I can confirm that there are no plans for school to host ‘summer school/holiday club’ type activities during the summer break. Options were   

reviewed and evaluated with a number of providers for such provision; however, it has been decided that the small amount of funding, which 

school has received for ‘COVID recovery’, should be targeted at supporting the organisation and delivery of a wide range of wellbeing         

programmes in school, linked to transition and the start of the new academic year. This means that all children in school wil l benefit from this     

funding, rather than just a small group, which would have been the case in the event of ‘summer schools/ holiday clubs’ etc.  

More information on local activities and community clubs, which are due to run during the summer break, will be published next half-term.  

  

Local Authority Support 

I have been asked by the Education team at the Local Authority to provide direct support to another primary school in County. My support to this 

school will begin after the half-term break and will result in my spending half of the week at Stanley Crook, and the other half at the support 

school. While I am excited at the prospect of directly supporting another primary school in County, I would like to reassure parents/ carers that my 

focus, commitment and attention to Stanley Crook will not be diminished, as plans for post-COVID and ongoing curriculum recovery continue to 

progress and be delivered during the next half term.  

 

Wellbeing Newsletter 

Thank you to our wonderful children for producing the very first Stanley Crook Primary School ‘WELLBEING NEWSLETTER’ this week. This newsletter is 

written by the children and highlights the fantastic work which occurs acorss our school in support of children’s mental health and wellbeing. The 

newsletter was published on Class Dojo on Wednesday and will continue to be published on the last Wednesday of each month. It really is an 

excellent read!!! 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/halfterm


Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

 

 


