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YEAR 1 & 2 

 

One Day, On Our 

Blue Planet… In 

The Savannah by 

Ella Bayley 

Winter Sleep: A 

Hibernation Story 

by Sean Taylor 

and Alex Morss 

Lila and the 

Secret of Rain by 

David Conway 

and Jude Daly 

Look Up by 

Nathan Bryan 

King and King by Linda 

de Haan 

Poems to Perform (an 

anthology) 

Literary Form  Information text Fiction – 

appended 

information 

text/non-fiction 

Narrative   Fiction  Fiction Poetry 

Link to Main 

NC Areas of 

Learning Y1n 

• To write for 

meaning and 

purpose in a variety 

of non-narrative 

forms  

• To know where 

information can be 

found in non-fiction 

texts  

• To know that 

information can be 

retrieved from a 

variety of sources  

• To use talk to give 

explanations and 

opinions  

• To identify some of 

the features of non-

fiction texts  

• To sustain relevant 

listening, responding 

to what they have 

heard with relevant 

comments and 

questions  

• To use vocabulary 

influenced by books  

• To enjoy an 

increasing range of 

books  

• To compose and 

perform own poetry 

 To write for 

meaning and 

purpose in a 

variety of non-

narrative forms  

 To know where 

information can 

be found in non-

fiction texts  

 To know that 

information can 

be retrieved 

from a variety of 

sources 

 To use talk to 

give 

explanations 

and opinions   

 To identify some 

of the features 

of non-fiction 

texts 

 To sustain 

relevant 

listening, 

responding to 

what they have 

heard with 

relevant 

comments and 

questions  

 To explore, 

interpret and 

respond to a 

picture book  

 To explore 

narrative setting, 

plot and 

characters 

 To broaden 

understanding 

and use of well-

chosen 

vocabulary  

 To sequence 

events to retell a 

narrative  

 To write simple 

non-

chronological 

reports 

 To explore, 

interpret and 

respond to a 

picturebook  

 To consider the 

ways in which 

illustrations can 

deepen and 

enrich the 

meaning of a 

text and 

enhance the 

reader 

experience  

 To explore the 

story through a 

variety of 

teaching 

approaches 

including 

artwork, drama 

and roleplay  

 To identify with 

and develop 

connections 

with key 

characters in 

order to deepen 

reader response 

 To identify with and 

develop connections 

with key characters in 

order to deepen 

reader response and 

experience the 

pleasure that can be 

derived from 

engaging with a 

quality text  

 To write in role in order 

to explore and 

develop empathy for 

characters  

 To write with 

confidence for real 

purposes and 

audiences 

 To make choices in 

selecting poems for 

anthologies 

  To explore, 

interpret and 

respond to poetry 

 To explore rhythm, 

rhyme and pattern 

in a range of poems 

 To respond to and 

play with language 

in poetry 

 To use poetry as a 

stimulus for art 

 To perform in 

response to poetry 

 To compose and 

perform own poetry 
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 To use 

vocabulary 

influenced by 

books  

 To enjoy an 

increasing 

range of books  

 To use 

knowledge 

gained to write 

own narrative 

non fiction 

and experience 

the pleasure 

that can be 

derived from 

engaging with a 

quality text  

 To write in role in 

order to explore 

and develop 

empathy for 

characters  

 To write with 

confidence for 

real purposes 

and audiences 

EYFS - 

Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary.  

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 

EYFS – Word 

Reading 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

EYFS - Writing • Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

PSED & Human 

Themes 

Caring for the 

environment. 

The importance of 

family, the benefits 

of nature and our 

roles and 

responsibilities in 

being citizens of a 

wider world. 

Conservation Importance of 

community, 

contemporary 

gender roles & 

challenging gender 

stereotypes, 

representation of 

BAME historical 

figures. 

 

Friendship, family, love, 

same-sex relationships, 

challenging 

heteronormative 

narratives, celebrating 

equality and diversity.  

Empathy, appreciation 

for the world around us, 

SEND & inclusion (British 

Sign Language), what is 

important to us?  
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Reading:  

Experience, 

Knowledge, Skills 

and Strategies 

 Responding to 

illustration  

 Role Play and 

Drama  

 Response 

through poetry 

  

 Response to 

illustration 

 Looking at 

Language 

 Reading Aloud   

 Text Marking 

 Using digital 

texts  

 Booktalk  

 Independent 

reading for 

research  

 Reading aloud 

and rereading 

 Book talk   

 Story mapping  

 Drama and role-

play  

 Writing in role 

 Book making 

 Reading Aloud  

 Book Talk  

 Role-Play  

 Shared Writing 

 Freeze Frame 

 Retelling the story 

 Book talk 

 Role-play/drama 

 Comparing 

narratives – 

similarities/differences 

in fairytales 

 Reading aloud and 

rereading 

 Role play 

 Responding to 

illustration and film  

 Responding to 

music  

 Shared reading  

National 

Curriculum Y1 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar,  

Punctuation (and 

Spelling) 

 Plural nouns’ suffixes; suffixes and prefixes of verbs and adjectives with no change to root word. 

 Combining words to make sentences; joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’. 

 Sequencing sentences to form short narratives. 

 Separable words; capital letters, full stops, question marks and demarcating sentences. 

 Capital letters for names and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 

Terminology: letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark. 

Language 

Competency: 

through reading,  

talk and writing 

Reading 

• Listen to, discuss 

and express views 

about books at a 

level beyond that 

which they can read 

independently; 

• discuss the 

significance of the 

title and events; 

• link what they hear 

or read to own 

experiences; 

• explain 

understanding of 

what is read; 

• discuss the 

sequence of events 

in books and how 

items of information 

are 

related; 

Reading 

• Listen to, discuss 

and express views 

about books at a 

level beyond that 

which they can read 

independently; 

• discuss the 

significance of the 

title and events; 

• link what they hear 

or read to own 

experiences; 

• explain 

understanding of 

what is read; 

• discuss the 

sequence of events 

in books and how 

items of information 

are 

related; 

 Reading 

 Increase 

familiarity with a 

range of stories 

 Explain and 

discuss 

understanding 

of books 

 Discuss the 

sequence of 

events in books 

 Discuss favourite 

words and 

phrases 

 Be introduced 

to non-fiction 

texts that are 

structured in 

different ways 

  Answer and ask 

questions 

Reading 

 Increase 

familiarity with a 

range of stories 

 Explain and 

discuss 

understanding 

of books 

 Discuss the 

sequence of 

events in books 

 Discuss favourite 

words and 

phrases 

 Be introduced 

to non-fiction 

texts that are 

structured in 

different ways 

  Answer and ask 

questions 

Reading 

• Listen to, discuss and 

express views about 

books at a level beyond 

that which they can read 

independently; 

• discuss the significance 

of the title and events; 

• link what they hear or 

read to own experiences; 

• explain understanding 

of what is read; 

• discuss the sequence of 

events in books and how 

items of information are 

related; 

• discuss favourite words 

and phrases; 

• answer and ask 

questions; 

Reading  

Phonological 

Awareness 

 Discriminating 

environmental 

sounds; 

 onomatopoeia; 

 exploring voice 

sounds;  

  exploring 

instrumental 

sounds;  

  keeping and 

following a rhythm  

  identifying rhyming 

words; 

 onset and rhyme; 

 syllabification. 
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• discuss favourite 

words and phrases; 

• answer and ask 

questions; 

• predict what might 

happen on the basis 

of what has been 

read; 

• draw inferences 

on the basis of what 

is being said and 

done; 

• express views 

about reading 

• participate in 

discussion about 

what is read, taking 

turns and listening to 

others. 

 

Talk 

 Listen and 

respond 

appropriately to 

adults and 

peers; 

 ask relevant 

questions to 

extend 

knowledge and 

understanding; 

 consider and 

evaluate 

viewpoints, 

attending to 

and building on 

the 

contributions of 

others; 

 participate in 

discussions, 

• discuss favourite 

words and phrases; 

• answer and ask 

questions; 

• predict what might 

happen on the basis 

of what has been 

read; 

• draw inferences 

on the basis of what 

is being said and 

done; 

• express views 

about reading 

• participate in 

discussion about 

what is read, taking 

turns and listening to 

others. 

 

Talk 

 Ask relevant 

questions to 

extend 

knowledge and 

understanding 

 Listen and 

respond 

appropriately to 

adults and 

peers; 

 consider and 

evaluate 

viewpoints, 

attending to 

and building on 

the 

contributions of 

others; 

 participate in 

discussions, 

 Predict what 

might happen 

on the basis 

 of what has 

been read 

 Draw inferences 

on the basis of 

what is being 

said and done 

 

Talk  

 

 Participate in 

discussion about 

what is read, 

taking turns and 

listening to what 

others say 

 Ask relevant 

questions to 

extend their 

understanding 

and build 

vocabulary and 

knowledge  

  Listen and 

respond 

appropriately to 

adults and peers 

 Articulate and 

justify answers 

and opinions  

 Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

 Speak audibly 

and fluently with 

an increasing 

 Predict what 

might happen 

on the basis 

 of what has 

been read 

 Draw inferences 

on the basis of 

what is being 

said and done 

 

Talk  

 

 Participate in 

discussion about 

what is read, 

taking turns and 

listening to what 

others say 

 Ask relevant 

questions to 

extend their 

understanding 

and build 

vocabulary and 

knowledge  

  Listen and 

respond 

appropriately to 

adults and peers 

 Articulate and 

justify answers 

and opinions  

 Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

 Speak audibly 

and fluently with 

an increasing 

• predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read; 

• draw inferences on the 

basis of what is being said 

and done; 

• express views about 

reading 

• participate in discussion 

about what is read, taking 

turns and listening to 

others. 

 

Talk 

 Ask relevant 

questions to extend 

knowledge and 

understanding 

 Listen and respond 

appropriately to 

adults and peers; 

 consider and 

evaluate viewpoints, 

attending to and 

building on the 

contributions of 

others; 

 participate in 

discussions, 

performances, role 

play, improvisations 

and debate about 

what has been read;  

 use spoken language 

to develop 

understanding 

through imagining 

and exploring ideas. 

 

Writing 

Word reading & 

Comprehension  

 recognise and join 

in with predictable 

phrases in poems 

and to recite some 

by heart; 

 to recognise simple 

recurring literary 

language in poetry; 

 discuss favourite 

words and phrases; 

 Continue to build 

up a repertoire of 

poems learnt by 

heart, appreciating 

these and reciting 

some, with 

appropriate 

intonation to make 

the meaning clear; 

 make inferences on 

the basis of what is 

said and done; 

 answer and ask 

questions; explain 

and discuss 

understanding of 

poems; those they 

listen to and those 

read 

independently. 

Talk – Vocabulary & 

Language Structure 

 generate 

vocabulary 

experientially;  
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performances, 

role play, 

improvisations 

and debate 

about what has 

been read;  

 use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas. 

 

Writing  

 draft and write 

by noting ideas, 

key phrases and 

vocabulary, 

and composing 

and rehearsing 

sentences orally; 

 sequence 

sentences to 

form short 

narratives;  

  write for 

different 

purposes 

including about 

fictional 

personal 

experiences, 

poetry, non-

fiction and real 

events; 

 reread and 

evaluate writing 

to check it 

makes sense 

performances, 

role play, 

improvisations 

and debate 

about what has 

been read;  

 use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas. 

 

Writing 

 draft and write 

by noting ideas, 

key 

 phrases and 

vocabulary, 

and composing 

 and rehearsing 

sentences orally 

 sequence 

sentences to 

form short 

narratives 

 write for 

different 

purposes 

including about 

fictional 

personal 

experiences, 

poetry, non-

fiction and real 

events 

 re-read and 

evaluate writing 

to check it 

command of 

Standard English  

  Participate in 

performances, 

role-play and 

improvisations 

 Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas 

in discussion, 

role-play and 

drama 

 

Writing 

 

 Draft and write 

by composing 

and rehearsing 

sentences orally  

 Sequence 

sentences to 

form short 

narratives  

 In narrative 

create settings, 

characters and 

plot 

 Write for 

different 

purposes 

including 

fictional 

narratives and 

information 

 Reread writing 

to check it 

command of 

Standard English  

  Participate in 

performances, 

role-play and 

improvisations 

 Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas 

in discussion, 

role-play and 

drama 

 

Writing 

 

 Draft and write 

by composing 

and rehearsing 

sentences orally  

 Sequence 

sentences to 

form short 

narratives  

 In narrative 

create settings, 

characters and 

plot 

 Write for 

different 

purposes 

including 

fictional 

narratives and 

information 

 Reread writing 

to check it 

 draft and write by 

noting ideas, key 

 phrases and 

vocabulary, and 

composing 

 and rehearsing 

sentences orally 

 sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

 write for different 

purposes including 

about fictional 

personal 

experiences, poetry, 

non-fiction and real 

events 

 re-read and evaluate 

writing to check it 

makes sense and 

make simple revisions 

 read writing aloud 

with appropriate 

 intonation to make the 

meaning clear 

 use new and familiar 

punctuation correctly 

 use sentences in 

different forms 

 expand noun phrases 

to describe and 

 specify 

 use past and present 

tense correctly and 

 consistently 

 use simple 

conjunctions to link 

subordinate and co-

ordinating clauses 

 drawing to 

describe and 

think;  

 explore 

onomatopoeia; 

 identify rhyming 

words;  

 joining in with 

predictable 

patterned 

phrases 

Writing 

 Develop positive 

attitudes and 

stamina for writing 

by writing poetry; 

 draft and write by 

noting ideas, key 

phrases and 

vocabulary, and 

composing and 

rehearsing phrases 

and sentences 

orally  

 write for different 

purposes including 

poetry;  

 reread and 

evaluate writing to 

check it makes 

sense and make 

simple revisions; 

 read writing aloud 

with appropriate 

intonation to make 

the meaning clear; 

 use new and 

familiar 
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and make 

simple revisions; 

  read writing 

aloud with 

appropriate 

intonation to 

make the 

meaning clear;  

  use new and 

familiar 

punctuation 

correctly;  

  use sentences 

in different 

forms;  

  expand noun 

phrases to 

describe and 

specify;  

 use past and 

present tense 

correctly and 

consistently; 

 use simple 

conjunctions to 

link subordinate 

and co-

ordinating 

clauses 

makes sense 

and make 

simple revisions 

 read writing 

aloud with 

appropriate 

 intonation to make 

the meaning clear 

 use new and 

familiar 

punctuation 

correctly 

 use sentences in 

different forms 

 expand noun 

phrases to 

describe and 

 specify 

 use past and 

present tense 

correctly and 

 consistently 

 use simple 

conjunctions to 

link subordinate 

and co-

ordinating 

clauses 

makes sense 

and make 

simple revisions 

 Discuss and 

evaluate what 

they have 

written with the 

teacher or other 

pupils  

 Read aloud 

what they have 

written with 

appropriate 

intonation to 

make the 

meaning clear 

makes sense 

and make 

simple revisions 

 Discuss and 

evaluate what 

they have 

written with the 

teacher or other 

pupils  

 Read aloud 

what they have 

written with 

appropriate 

intonation to 

make the 

meaning clear 

punctuation 

correctly;  

 use sentences in 

different forms;   

 expand noun 

phrases to describe 

and specify 

 

Extended Writing 

Outcome  

 Captions and 

sentences  

 Fact Cards  

 Narrative 

script 

 Action 

description 

 Explanation 

diagrams 

 Free verse 

poetry about 

winter 

 Expressive 

writing in role 

 Thoughts, 

ideas and 

inferences 

 Narrative 

descriptions 

 Thought 

bubbles/ 

speech 

bubbles/direct 

speech 

 Story maps 

 Fact files  

 Personal 

stories  

 Persuasive 

flyers 

 Note taking 

 Making lists 

 Writing in role 

 Poetry  

 Biographies 

 Expressive writing in 

role 

 Thoughts, ideas 

and inferences 

about characters 

 Character 

descriptions 

 Direct speech 

 Story maps/plans 

 Descriptive 

vocabulary and 

phrase collections  

 Poems inspired by 

the collection: - 

Innovated verses 

of ‘Rhythm of Life’ 

 Fresh lines for ‘The 

Sound Collector’ 
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 Alternative 

story  
about 

characters 

 Explanation 

writing 

 Instructions  

 Non-

chronological 

reports/ 

information 

texts 

 Signs with 

captions 

 Newspaper 

reports 

 Story narrative    Original poem 

inspired by poetry 

and music: ‘The 

Lark Ascending’ 

 Performance and 

recital  

 Class anthologies 


