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Headteacher’s Notices 

Welcome Back to School 

A very warm welcome back to school to all children, parents/ carers and families, as we begin the start of a new academic year! It was wonderful to 

see and to welcome the children back to school yesterday and it was extremely pleasing to see how quickly and positively the children settled back 

into their new Teams and routines. 

As COVID restrictions within school ease, it was lovely to see the children all together enjoying their break time and lunch time together for the first 

time since the start of the pandemic. The children were very excited to be able to play with their friends from different teams once again! 

These last two days have been focused on settling the children into their new Teams, getting to meet their new friends and teachers and having FUN! 

TEAM Stanley Crook is certainly back in a positive way and I am sure this coming school year will provide many exciting opportunities for our school to 

grow and develop further.  

 

Staggered Start/ Finish Times 

Staggered timings have remained in place for the new school year. Although these timings have moved to focus of Key Stages, rather than individual 

Teams as operated in COVID restrictions, I hope that they will support in reducing congestion along the lane and improving the safety of children and 

families at the start and end of the school day. It has been noticeable over the last two days that congestion has not returned to levels seen            

pre-COVID, when the children across each Team started and finished school at the same time. A reminder of times for each Team is provided below: 

TEAM COWELL, TEAM WALLIAMS and TEAM MORPURGO (with younger siblings from TEAM DONALDSON and TEAM DAHL) - 8:45am/ 3:00pm. Children in 

this group are encouraged to arrive on the school yard no later than 8:40am so entry to school can be prompt and children are ready to learn in their 

Teams as soon as possible.  

TEAM DONALDSON and TEAM DAHL—9:00am/ 3:15am. Children in this group are encouraged to arrive on the yard no earlier than 8:55am. This is to 

allow time for Key Stage 2 parents/ carers to exit the lane.  

 

In time, as part of planned reviews into the new staggered start/ finish times and to improve access to school and speed transition into class, I am 

exploring options which would allow children from COWELL, WALLIAMS and/ or MORPURGO (with younger siblings from DONALDSON and/ or DAHL) 

to arrive at school from 8:30am. I will keep parents/ carers updated on the outcomes of reviews and any plans to move to this  earlier arrival system.  

A big thank you to parents/ carers for their support with the new arrangements for drop off and collection and for their patience as the new routines 

become embedded.  

 

One Way System for Vehicles at drop off/ collection 

I have included a map to this first newsletter of the new school year outlining the one way system around school for drop off and collection. 

 

Timetables 

Weekly timetables for each Team have been published on Class Dojo.  

 

Local Authority Support 

I have been asked by the Education team at the Local Authority to continue to provide direct support to the same school at which I was       support-

ing during the summer term of the last academic year. My support at this school will continue next week and will result in my spending half of the 

week at Stanley Crook and the other half at the support school. The Local Authority anticipate my support will continue up until the     Christmas 

break. While I am excited at the prospect of continuing my support at this primary school in County, I would like to again reassure   parents/ carers 

that my focus, commitment and attention to Stanley Crook will not be diminished, as plans for post-COVID and ongoing         curriculum recovery 

continue to progress and be delivered during this term.  

 

COVID Guidance 

As the new school year gets underway, restrictions on operations have significantly eased. There is now no requirement for immediate isolation of 

close contacts of a positive case if the individual is fully vaccinated or under 18 years fo age. This will ensure that full Teams are unaffected in the 

event of a positive COVID case. However, in cases of a child testing positive for COVID, the 10-day isolation period for that child remains in place, 

with close contacts being advised to book a PCR test. Non-symptomatic children (including those close contacts who have booked a PCR test) can 

continue to attend school while they await the result of the test.  

 

COVID continues to be present in our local community and we must all continue to be vigilant and to follow basic guidance. It is my hope that our 

school remains largely unaffected by future infections and can continue to operate as fully as possible for the benefit of al l of the children.  

 

It has been a positive start to the new school year and one which has allowed us to return to more normal operations. Long may it continue!  

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Any Other Business... 

PE in School—On days when children will be participating in  PE, they are invited to arrive at school ready in their PE kits. School PE kits 

can be purchased from our supplier, Emblematic. These kits come complete with a PE Kit Bag. Please contact the school office for 

more information. School PE kit    consists of a white t-shit and blue/ black shorts/ skirts/ jogging bottoms. Please ensure that your child 

has appropriate PE kit, including trainers for their PE lessons.  

Swimming—Learning to swim is a vital part of developing a healthy lifestyle and keeping children sate. School provides swimming 

tuition to children throughout Key Stage 2 (Year 3-Year 6) and we are very proud of our record in the achievement of our children in 

swimming 25m by the end of Year 6. This half-term, our Year 3 children will be beginning their swimming tuition at Brandon Swimming 

Pool. This will be followed by Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. Letters to parents of children in Year 3 have been sent home today.  

School Photographs—This year, school will once again be working with Richie Coatsworth Photography for our school photographs. 

Ritchie will be in school 22nd and 23rd September. Further information on organisation will follow next week.  

 

 

 




