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Headteacher’s Notices 

A Warm Welcome back to School! 

I hope that everyone enjoyed a relaxing half-term break with family and friends—The fantastic weather certainly helped!  

It was wonderful to welcome the children back to school on Tuesday, for the last half term of this academic year—where has the time gone!? It 

seems only a short while ago that we were all welcoming the children back to school following the summer holidays, in September. This school 

year has been another affected by COVID and many, many challenges have had to be faced across our school and wider community.       

However, as we head towards the end of the school year, I hope that plans for this half-term are able to be delivered (within government      

guidance and public health advice) so that our children at Stanley Crook Primary School can enjoy an end of year which they all very much 

deserve.  

 

Parent/ Carer Consultation  

Once again, thank you to parents/ carers who provided responses to the consultation around retaining a form of staggered start/ finish times, 

post-COVID restrictions. The consultation included the following start/ finish times: 

 TEAM DONALDSON and TEAM DAHL 9:00am/ 3:15pm 

 TEAM COWELL, TEAM WALLIAMS and TEAM MORPURGO 8:45am/ 3:00pm 

There was a clear majority of responses in favour of these staggered start/ finish times, with almost 90% supporting the proposals. This represents a 

clear majority and, therefore, it is my intention to trial these new times as soon as guidance permits. These staggered start/ finish times will        

continue to ease congestion along the lane and provide a safer environment for the children and their families when walking to and from school.  

I will provide further updates to parents/ carers on additional plans and dates for the introduction of these new staggered start times as soon as I 

have the necessary information on changes to guidance and restrictions. Thank you.  

 

School Organisation and Operations from 21st June 

In previous newsletters, I informed parents/ carers that I would provide an update on plans to re-establish extended 5:30pm after-school provision 

on 11th June. At that time, it was hoped that information on the final stage of the government roadmap out of lockdown would be available to 

schools so that plans could be made for the remainder of the summer term. However, no information has yet been received and schools are 

therefore required to wait for the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 14th June. Pending any decision on Monday with regards the   

easing of all COVID restrictions—and the impact of this easing on school restrictions—I will update parents/ carers on any extension to after-

school provision, until 5:30pm. As advised previously, if restrictions are not eased on the 21st June (and this does now appear to be the case), 

after-school provision will remain until 4:15pm—but will include provision on a Friday.  

  

Nursery ‘New Starter’ Visits 

Mrs Wilkinson and the Team Donaldson team are very excited to shortly begin their nursery visits! These visits are the first step in our school         

transition programme for ‘new starters’ and provides a first opportunity to the children to meet their new class teacher and support staff.  

Everyone in school is looking forward to the start of transition visits on the 24th June, where the children can come to school for the first time and 

begin to meet their new friends!  

Due to COVID restrictions and timeframes this summer term, the transition programme has been slightly condensed from previous years; however, 

each session will provide the children with the confidence they need to start school in September, as well as providing parents/ carers with    

opportunities to ask questions, meet the staff and gain extra reassurance on their child’s first and exciting steps into their new school career.  

 

Transition  

On Monday, the Year 6 children will begin their 5-week transition programme with BigFoot Art Edcuation. For several years, school has partnered 

with BigFoot to delver their Big Step transition programme in school to the Year 6s. The programme addresses anxieties and worries regarding 

leaving primary and starting secondary school and provides the children with opportunities to reflect on their successes at primary school and 

carry those memories and values of trust, friendship and resilience with them to their new schools.  

Following the release of school organisation on Friday 2nd July, children in Reception to Year 5 will also be participating in two transition           

days, where they can meet their new friends, get to know their teacher and support staff, as well as beginning to design their classroom and new 

Team values and rules!  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

 

 


