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Headteacher’s Notices 

Well done to all children!  

It has been another excellent week in school with all children continuing to work extremely well in their T.E.A.M.s and demonstrating the core values 

we hold central at Stanley Crook Primary School (Trust, Respect, Tolerance, Resilience and Teamwork). It is clear to me that the notion of T.E.A.M. is 

working well in every Team room with the children and staff evidencing that ‘Together Everyone Achieves More’. 

Unfortunately, I must address the increasing concerns around our local community and region regarding the increase number of cases involving the 

Delta Variant of Coronavirus. The increase in reported positive cases of coronavirus in County Durham has already significantly impacted several 

primary schools across County Durham and our local area—with some primary schools having to close completely due to the high number of      

confirmed cases.  

 

COVID Updates 

As of 17th June, County Durham has seen a 171.5% change in 7 days cases and a 582.4% change in 14 day cases. There have been 763 cases     

reported in the last 7 days with the 7 day rate per 100000 now being 106.6. This increase is of serious concern to everyone involved in the education 

sector across the county—not least in our collective attempts in keeping our schools open so that the education of our children and young people is 

not affected by ’bubble’ of wider whole-school closures.  

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement regarding postponing the final stage of lockdown easing, I have sought advice and guidance from the 

DfE, Public Health England and the Local Authority regarding COVID measures in school and how we can all best work together to mitigate the risk of 

spread of coronavirus in school. As a result of this guidance, school has actioned a number of planned contingencies.  

Therefore, after-school provision will not be extended to 5:30pm from 21st June. Instead, after-school provision will remain until 4:15pm, but will      

continue to include provision on a Friday afternoon.  

School has also reviewed transition plans for our existing children at school, as well as those children who will be joining our school in September. Due 

to DfE guidance and Local Authority advice published yesterday, many primary schools have implemented a whole sale cancellation of all transition 

activities. As a school, that is not want we want as we understand the value of these transition programmes and the benefit they can have on     

children’s confidence and in easing any anxieties or worries which may exist around moving to a new class—or with starting school for the very first 

time. However, these programmes must now be reviewed in order to meet with stricter COVID guidance and measures.  

As a result, an additional contingency around ‘new starter’ visits has been actioned—these visits will now take place outside in the school wellbeing 

area and provide an opportunity for parents and their children to meet 1:1 with Mrs Wilkinson.  

Planned transition visits for our existing children will now also take place outside and utilise the school wellbeing and Forest School area.  

Plans for the Year 6 Leavers Assembly have also been  reviewed against COVID risk assessments. The Year 6 Leavers Assembly wi ll now be held outside 

on the school yard/ field. Two parents per child can attend the assembly, with all parents/ carers being organised in socially distanced seats. More 

information on additional aspects of COVID control and measures will be sent to parents/ carers of children in Year 6 shortly. The planned date for the 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly is now Wednesday 14th July—this will provide two ‘contingency’ days in case of poor weahter. All other children in school 

will also have an opportunity to ‘say goodbye’ and celebrate with the Year 6 children as they enjoy a performance of the assembly, in socially    

distanced Team ‘bubbles’ on Monday 12th July.  

This year, everyone is determined to provide our Year 6s with their Leavers Assembly, before the leave Stanley Crook Primary School and begin the 

next stage of their journey.  

 

Government Guidance re-COVID 

I would like to take this opportunity again to emphasise to everyone the importance of continuing to follow government guidance regarding       

coronavirus/ COVID 19: If you, or any member of your household or support bubble, develops symptoms of coronavirus, everyone must isolate     

immediately. The persons or individual who are displaying symptoms must book a test. During this period, no child(ren) from the affected household or 

support bubble should attend school. Only in the event of a negative test result—and if no other member of the household or support bubble have 

symptoms of coronavirus—can isolation end. In the case of a positive test result, all members of the household and support bubble must continue to 

isolate and  follow government guidance and the advice of NHS Track and Trace. I cannot overemphasise the importance in following this guidance. 

My staff (some of whom are vulnerable and/ or have clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable family members at home) continue to 

work in challenging circumstances and this guidance does offer some level of protection and reassurance. By following the guidance, we are also all     

supporting the work of the NHS, helping to reduce rates of community transmission and the spread of the new Delta variant. 

Our priority must be keeping our children in school by preventing the spread of this variant in our community!  

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

 

 


