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Headteacher’s Notices 

Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing 

This week has been another busy one in school! The children continue to work with great focus and determination and everyone is extremely       

impressed with their enduring positive attitudes to learning. The way the children continue to engage in their learning is extremely pleasing and this is 

evidencing excellent outcomes across all Teams. 

Alongside the school curriculum recovery strategy, children are continuing to access a range of activities and learning projects aimed at supporting 

their mental health and wellbeing. The Forest School Area is used regularly by all Teams to support a number of curriculum areas and to provide ‘out 

of class’ learning opportunities. This provision has a number of positive outcomes for the children—with one being how effective this delivery is in  

supporting children’s wellbeing, social development and resilience. This week, Team Cowell have been focusing on Teamwork dur ing their Forest 

School sessions, as they discussed and experienced traditional playground songs and games. The children demonstrated excellent teamwork and 

perseverance in following instructions and working together! Likewise, Team Dahl have enjoyed some excellent time in the Forest School area this 

week as they worked on their Science topic—Investigating Living Things. Again, the children demonstrated excellent teamwork and enquiry skills in 

exploring things which are living, dead and have never been alive! Great work, everyone—Be Proud!  

Alongside Forest School, programmes in school such as ‘Getting Along’, ‘Apple’s Friends’, ‘Zippy’s Friends’, ‘Passport’, Therapeutic Story Writing’ and 

‘Financial Education’ all provide additional enhancements to our provision around ensuring that supporting and promoting positive children’s mental 

health and wellbeing and personal development remains as a core priority of provision and learning delivery.  

The Year 6 children continue to access the BigFoot ‘Big Steps’ secondary transition programme to support their (now very close) move to secondary 

school, and children in Team Walliams and Team Morpurgo enjoyed a visit this week from David Burn from ‘Be Safe’ to participate in workshops 

around ‘Staying Safe on the Streets’ and ‘Online Bullying’.  

I am extremely proud of our provision around this extremely important area of supporting and promoting positive children’s mental health and     

wellbeing, particularly in the way this has been enhanced further in an attempt to mitigate any adverse impact of COVID, lockdown and school 

closures. Moving forward into the new academic year, there are many more plans, including the Worry Wizard programme, to continue to support 

our children in this important area!  

 

School Events and COVID updates 

Schools across the Local Authority continue to be severely affected by COVID, with many closing completely or having to close several ‘bubbles’ 

Thank you to all parents/ carers for continuing to follow government guidance regarding testing and isolation and for continuing to support measures 

in school. These next three weeks of school will require a significant Team effort in making every attempt to prevent ‘bubble’ or wider closures at  

Stanley Crook. Cases are continuing to rise and this is meaning that there is a significantly increased risk of having a confirmed positive COVID case in 

school, which will affect Team operations. I have included below a reminder of guidance. Thank you again for your continued efforts and support as 

school continues to work through this challenging period!  

The continuing increase in case numbers—and the subsequent impact this is having on many schools—has resulted in a number of contingencies 

being actioned. Every effort will be made to ensure that the children experience as many of the planned events as possible. However, a balance has 

to be made in decisions between event organisation and reducing the risk—as far as is reasonably practical—in having a confirmed COVID case in 

school. The priority must be keeping the children in school and avoiding ‘bubble’ or wider school closures!  

I can confirm that a full COVID Risk Assessment has been completed in preparation for the Year 6 Leavers Assembly and this ev ent will go ahead on 

Wednesday 14th July, with two parents/ carers from the family of each Year 6 child being able to attend. Additional information on organisation and 

COVID measures for this event will be provided to parents/ carers of children in Year 6 next week.  

 

Government Guidance re-COVID (repeat) 

I would like to take this opportunity again to emphasise to everyone the importance of continuing to follow government guidance regarding       

coronavirus/ COVID 19: If you, or any member of your household or support bubble, develops symptoms of coronavirus, everyone must isolate     

immediately. The persons or individual who are displaying symptoms must book a test. During this period, no child(ren) from the affected household or 

support bubble should attend school. Only in the event of a negative test result—and if no other member of the household or support bubble have 

symptoms of coronavirus—can isolation end. In the case of a positive test result, all members of the household and support bubble must continue to 

isolate and  follow government guidance and the advice of NHS Track and Trace. I cannot overemphasise the importance in following this guidance. 

My staff (some of whom are vulnerable and/ or have clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable family members at home) continue to 

work in challenging circumstances and this guidance does offer some level of protection and reassurance. By following the guidance, we are also all     

supporting the work of the NHS, helping to reduce rates of community transmission and the spread of the new Delta variant. 

Our priority must be keeping our children in school by preventing the spread of this variant in our community!  

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team 

to be recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

 

 


