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YEARS 5 & 6 

Using a Power of 

Reading 

Teaching 

Sequence to 

Create an  

English 

Curriculum 

Autumn 1 

 

The Adventures of 

Odysseus   

by Hugh Lupton, 

Daniel Morden and 

Christina Balit 

Autumn 2 

 

Grandad’s Island 

by Benji Davies 

 

(Picture Book) 

Spring 1 

 

Harry Miller’s Run 

by  David Almond 

Spring 2 

 

The Dam 

by David Almond 

 

Summer 1 

 

Traction Man meets 

TurboDog 

by Mini Grey  

 

(Picture Book) 

Summer 2 

 

Where Do You Go, Birdy 

Jones? 

by Joanna Nadin 

 

 

Literary Form  Myth  Power of Pictures Narrative Non-fiction Power of Pictures Narrative 

Link to Main 

NC Area of 

Learning 

History: 

Ancient Greeks 

 Art & Design: Book 

making 

Science: Animals 

Including Humans 

Geography: Kielder 

Village (Study of 

physical and human 

geography) 

Computing: 

Programming using 

Scratch 

Science: Living Things 

and Their Habitats 

PSED & Human 

Themes 

Overcoming setbacks. Family  

Loss of a loved one 

Feelings 

Empathy 

Family and class, each 

individual’s responsibility 

for their own actions, the 

importance of 

embracing new 

experiences, showing 

resilience and of 

choosing your own 

outlook on life. 

Impact of loss of 

industrial work on wider 

family members. 

Explore the notion of 

‘community’, also how 

large scale industrial, 

political and social 

change can have 

both positive and 

negative 

consequences for a 

community.  

Friendships and 

emotional resilience. 

Empathy for others.  

Transition to secondary 

school 

Coping with change 

Empathy for others 

Resilience 

Growing up 

Exploring emotions 

Coping with grief 

Family dynamics 

 

Reading:  

Experience, 

Knowledge, Skills 

and Strategies 

• Visualising 

• Predicting 

and 

summarising 

• Developing 

inference 

• Broadening 

reading 

material to 

include 

• Responding to 

illustration  

• Visualisation  

• Book Talk  

• Reading Aloud  

• Graph of Emotion  

• Small World Play  

• Bookmaking 

• Inspire children to 

engage with 

literature 

• Think and talk 

confidently about 

their response to 

the book, using 

prediction, asking 

questions, making 

connections with 

• Response to 

illustration 

• Reading 

Aloud 

• Looking at 

Language 

• Book Talk 

• Historical and 

Geographical 

reading 

• Explore a high 

quality picture 

book 

• Engage with 

illustrations 

throughout a 

picture book to 

explore and 

recognise the 

added layers of 

meaning these 

can give to our 

• Engage children 

with a story with 

which they will 

empathise  

• Enjoy an exciting 

story with 

memorable 

characters  

• Draw inferences 

about 

characters’ 
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distinctive 

style and tone 

of traditional 

tales 

• Making 

intertextual 

connections 

their own 

experience  

• Deepen 

understanding of 

the world through 

a fictional text 

• Develop creative 

responses to the 

text through 

drama, storytelling 

and artwork 

• Explore how an 

author creates, 

shapes and 

develops 

characters 

throughout a novel 

• Explore the impact 

of punctuation on 

writing with an oral 

outcome 

• Engage with the 

cycle of drafting, 

editing, redrafting, 

proofreading 

• Explore the 

centrality to writers 

of reader response 

and reading aloud 

• Enrich vocabulary 

and understanding 

of the impact of 

language on 

readers and 

audience 

• Write in role in order 

to explore and 

develop empathy 

for characters  

• Explore the 

authentic authorial 

process of ideation, 

creation, reflection 

and publication or 

performance 

• Debate and 

discussion 

• Response to 

Film 

• Response to 

Music 

• Visualisation 

interpretation of 

a text. 

• Explore how to 

use drawing as 

an approach to 

enhance 

thinking for 

writing and 

developing 

vocabulary.  

• Explore and 

follow the 

authentic 

process that an 

author/illustrator 

goes through 

when 

developing a 

picture book.  

• Create a 

picture book 

based on 

children’s own 

creative story 

ideas. 

feelings, thoughts 

and motives from 

their actions  

• Explore themes 

and issues, and 

develop and 

sustain ideas 

through 

discussion 

• Write in role in 

order to explore 

and develop 

empathy for 

characters 

• Write with 

confidence for 

real purposes and 

audiences 
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• Write for meaning, 

purpose and 

audience in a 

variety of forms 

National 

Curriculum  

Vocabulary, 

Grammar,  

Punctuation (and 

Spelling) 

• Understanding the difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing; and how 

words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms. 

• Using the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence; the difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures 

appropriate for formal speech and writing, or the use of subjunctive forms. 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections, the use of 

adverbials, and ellipses; using layout devices. 

• Using the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses; using the colon to introduce a list and semi-colons within 

lists; punctuation of bullet points to list information; understanding how hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity. 

• Terminology: subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points. 

• Converting nouns of adjectives intro verbs using suffixes; verb prefixes.  

• Relative clauses; indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs.  

• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph using adverbials of time, place and number or tense choices.  

• Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis; use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.  Terminology: modal verb, relative 

pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity. 

Language 

Competency: 

through reading,  

talk and writing 

Writing: (Transcription 

/Composition)  

• Identifying the 

audience for and 

purpose of the 

writing, selecting 

the appropriate 

form and using 

other similar 

writing as models 

for their own  

• noting and 

developing initial 

ideas, drawing on 

reading and 

research where 

necessary  

• in writing 

narratives, 

considering how 

authors have 

developed 

characters and 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition) 

• Identify the audience 

for and purpose of 

the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form 

and using other 

similar writing as 

models for their own.  

• Note and develop 

initial ideas, drawing 

on reading and 

research where 

necessary.  

• Draft and write by 

describing settings, 

characters, 

atmosphere, and 

integrating dialogue 

to convey character 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition) 

• Identify the audience 

for and purpose of 

the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form 

and using other 

similar writing as 

models for their own.  

• Note and develop 

initial ideas, drawing 

on reading and 

research where 

necessary.  

• Draft and write by 

describing settings, 

characters, 

atmosphere, and 

integrating dialogue 

to convey character 

Writing: 

(Transcription / 

Composition) 

• Plan writing by 

discussing 

writing similar to 

that which they 

are planning to 

write, learning 

from its structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar.  

• Draft and write 

by composing 

and rehearsing 

sentences orally; 

• In narrative 

create 

characters and 

plot;   

Writing: (Transcription 

/ Composition)  

• Identify the 

audience for and 

purpose of the 

writing, selecting 

the appropriate 

form and using 

other similar 

writing as models 

for their own.  

• Note and 

develop initial 

ideas, drawing on 

reading and 

research where 

necessary.  

• Draft and write by 

describing 

settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating 

Writing (Composition / 

Vocabulary, Grammar and 

Punctuation): 

• Children should 

plan their writing 

by: identifying the 

audience for and 

purpose of the 

writing, selecting 

the appropriate 

form and using 

other similar 

writing as models 

for their own  

•  noting and 

developing initial 

ideas, drawing on 

reading and 

research where 

necessary  

• in writing 

narratives, 

considering how 
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settings in what 

they have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed  

• in narratives, 

describing 

settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating 

dialogue to 

convey character 

and advance the 

action  

• assessing the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

others’ writing  

• perform their own 

compositions, 

using appropriate 

intonation, 

volume, and 

movement so that 

meaning is clear  

Speaking and 

Listening:  

• ask relevant 

questions to 

extend their 

understanding 

and build 

vocabulary and 

knowledge  

• articulate and 

justify answers, 

arguments and 

opinions give well-

structured 

descriptions and 

explanations  

• maintain attention 

and participate 

actively in 

collaborative 

and advance the 

action.   

• Evaluate and edit by 

assessing the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ 

writing.  

• Propose changes to 

vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation to 

enhance effects and 

clarify meaning. 

Speaking and Listening:  

• ask relevant 

questions to extend 

their understanding 

and knowledge,  

• articulate and justify 

answers, arguments 

and opinions,  

• give well-structured 

descriptions, 

explanations and 

narratives for 

different purposes, 

including for 

expressing feelings,  

• participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances, role 

play, improvisations 

and debates, and 

consider and 

evaluate different 

viewpoints, attending 

to and building on 

the contributions of 

others. 

 

and advance the 

action.   

• Evaluate and edit by 

assessing the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ 

writing.  

• Propose changes to 

vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation to 

enhance effects and 

clarify meaning. 

Speaking and Listening:  

• ask relevant 

questions to extend 

their understanding 

and knowledge,  

• articulate and justify 

answers, arguments 

and opinions,  

• give well-structured 

descriptions, 

explanations and 

narratives for 

different purposes, 

including for 

expressing feelings,  

• participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances, role 

play, improvisations 

and debates, and 

consider and 

evaluate different 

viewpoints, attending 

to and building on 

the contributions of 

others. 

 

• Draft and write 

arguments 

based on 

themes 

explored in a 

text.  

Speaking and 

Listening: 

• Participate 

actively 

discussion and 

debate; 

• Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas 

in role play 

drama and 

dance;   

• Select and use 

appropriate 

registers for 

effective 

communication. 

dialogue to 

convey character 

and advance the 

action.  

• Evaluate and edit 

by assessing the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

others’ writing.  

• Propose changes 

to vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation to 

enhance effects 

and clarify 

meaning. 

Speaking and 

Listening:  

• Ask relevant 

questions to 

extend their 

understanding 

and knowledge,  

• articulate and 

justify answers, 

arguments and 

opinions, 

• give well-

structured 

descriptions, 

explanations and 

narratives for 

different purposes, 

including for 

expressing 

feelings,  

• participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances,  

role play, 

improvisations 

and debates and 

consider and 

evaluate different 

authors have 

developed 

characters and 

settings in what 

pupils have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed Draft 

and write by:  

• selecting 

appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding 

how such choices 

can change and 

enhance 

meaning  

• in narratives, 

describing 

settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating 

dialogue to 

convey character 

and advance the 

action  

• using a wide 

range of devices 

to build cohesion 

within and across 

paragraphs  

• using further 

organisational 

and 

presentational 

devices to 

structure text and 

to guide the 

reader Evaluate 

and edit by:  

• assessing the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

others’ writing  
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conversations, 

staying on topic 

and initiating and 

responding to 

comments  

• use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

speculating, 

hypothesising, 

imagining and 

exploring ideas  

• speak audibly and 

fluently with an 

increasing 

command of 

Standard English  

 

viewpoints, 

attending to and 

building on the 

contributions of 

others.  

 

• proposing 

changes to 

vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation to 

enhance effects 

and clarify 

meaning  

• ensuring the 

consistent and 

correct use of 

tense throughout 

a piece of writing  

• ensuring correct 

subject and verb 

agreement when 

using singular and 

plural, 

distinguishing 

between the 

language of 

speech and 

writing and 

choosing the 

appropriate 

register 

• proof read for 

spelling and 

punctuation errors 

Speaking and Listening:  

Maintain attention and 

participate actively in 

collaborative 

conversations, responding 

to texts  Ask relevant 

questions to extend their 

understanding and build 

vocabulary and 

knowledge 

• Articulate and 

justify answers 

and opinions 

• Use spoken 

language to 

develop 
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understanding 

through 

speculating, 

imagining and 

exploring ideas 

• Participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances 

and debates  

• Consider and 

evaluate 

different 

viewpoints, 

attending to the 

contributions of 

others  

• Select and use 

appropriate 

registers for 

effective 

communication  

• Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through 

imagining and 

exploring ideas in 

discussion, role-

play and drama  

• Consider and 

evaluate 

different 

viewpoints, 

attending to and 

building on the 

contributions of 

others  

Extended Writing 

Outcomes  

• Narrative in 

graphic form 

Information 

posters  

• Letters  

• Annotations to 

explore thinking 

around 

illustrations 

• Writing in Role 

• Advisory notes 

• Annotation 

• Auto/biography 

• Diary entry 

• Documentary script 

• Note-taking 

• Annotations 

• Text Marking 

• Referential 

writing 

• Timelines 

• Annotating 

character 

drawings 

• Voice over for a 

scene in the 

story 

• A n n o t a t i n g   

• W r i t i n g  i n  r o l e   

• F r e e  w r i t i n g   
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• Annotated 

storyboards  

Diaries  

• Speeches  

• Notes for a 

debate  

• Story writing 

• Newspaper 

articles 

• Sketchbooks 

• Storyboards 

• Own picture 

book 

• Information booklet 

or poster 

• Instructions/Recipes 

• List poetry 

• Newspaper reports 

• Persuasive note 

and letter  

• Poetry 

• Questions and 

suggestions 

• Race commentary 

• Role on the Wall 

• Story writing 

• Speech and 

Thought Bubbles 

• Writing in role 

• Free writing 

• Key points 

and questions 

for a debate 

• Formal Letter 

• Free Writing 

• Artwork to 

communicate 

meaning 

• Poems 

• Performances 

of the text to 

evoke feeling 

in the listener 

• Pieces for an 

exhibition 

• Author study 

presentation 

• An illustrated 

spread 

including voice 

over and 

speech 

• Writing in role 

• Diary entry 

• Script 

• Reflective 

responses to 

the book 

• Storyboard 

• Dummy book 

• Published book 

• Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  

H o t  S e a t i n g   

• S h r i n e  b o x e s  a n d  

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  

w r i t i n g   

• I n f o r m a t i o n  

w r i t i n g   

• L e t t e r  w r i t i n g   

• A d v i s o r y  N o t e s   

• E m a i l s   

• E x p l a n a t i o n  

W r i t i n g   

• F r e e  v e r s e  

p o e t r y  


