
 

 

 

YEAR 4 & 5 

Using a Power of Reading 

Teaching Sequence to Create 

an 

English Curriculum 

Autumn Term 1 

 

The Wild Robot 

By Peter Brown 

Autumn Term 2 

 

The Pebble in my Pocket: A 

History of Our Earth 

By  Meredith Hooper  

and Chris Coady 

Spring Term 1 

 

Moon Man 

Tom I Ungerer  

 

 

Spring Term 2 

 

Arthur and The Golden Rope 

By Joe Todd-Stanton 

Summer Term 2 

 

Town is by The Sea 

By Sydney Smith 

Summer Term 2 

 

The Boy at the Back of the 

Class 

By Onjali Q Raúf 

Literary Form Illustrated Novel Non Fiction Picture Book  Graphic Novel Picture Book Novel 

Link to Main 

NC Areas of Learning 

Science: Living Things and Their 

Habitats 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional 

Art: children  study art 

inspired by the moon, the 
solar system and space. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Geography: What’s it like in 

Whitby? 

Geography: All around the 

world 

PSED & Human Themes 

Taking care of each other and our 

local environment to preserve our 

planet.  

Looking after our world.  

Fear of the unknown, 

prejudice and in contrast; 

tolerance and the 

acceptance of difference. 

Determination and 

perseverance.  Through their 

study of Arthur, children might 

explore issues around how the 

town judges Arthur, and 

Arthur’s lack of selfishness in 

wanting to help his town. 

Explore the notion of 

‘community’ and also how 

large scale industrial, political 

and social change can have 

both positive and negative 

consequences for a 

community. 

To develop an insight and 

appreciation of the challenges 

of refugee experiences.   To 

support the understanding of 

empathy and develop 

empathy skills.  To explore the 

concept of the entitlement of 

fundamental human rights and 

freedoms for all. 

Reading:  

Experience, Knowledge, Skills 

and Strategies 

• Increase familiarity with a 

range of books 

• Identify themes and 

conventions 

• Plan writing by discussing 

writing similar to 

that which they are 

planning to write, 

• Show understanding 

through intonation, tone, 

volume and action 

• Discuss words and phrases 

that capture readers’ 

interest and imagination 

• Draw inferences about 

characters’ feelings, 

thoughts, emotions and 

actions 

• Reading illustration  

• Scanning and close 

reading  

• Predicting and 

summarising  

• Broadening 

experience in a  

               range of non-fiction  

• Reading aloud 

• Looking at 

Language 

• Historical and 

Geographical 

reading  

• Debate 

• listening to and 

discussing a wide 

range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non-

fiction and reference 

books or textbooks 

•  reading books that 

are structured in 

different ways  

• reading for a range 

of purposes 

• using dictionaries to 

check the meaning  

• of words that they 

have read 

• increasing their 

familiarity with a 

wide range of books 

and retelling some of 

these orally 

• identifying themes 

and conventions in a 

wide range of books 

• Responding to 

Illustration  

• Book Talk   

• Reading Aloud   

• Role on the Wall  

•  Story Mapping   

• Story Telling  

• Visualisation  

•  Freeze Frame   

• Thought Tracking   

• Conscience Alley  

• Writing in Role  

• Book Making 

• Reading Aloud 

• Book talk 

• Role on the wall 

• Visualisation  

• Reader’s theatre  

• Debate and 

discussion 

• Textual analysis  

• Freeze Frame and 

Thought Tracking  

• Role-play 

• Response to 

illustration  

• Reading Aloud  

• Book Talk  

• Response to Illustration  

• Shared Writing  

• Looking at Language  

• Role on the Wall  

• Freeze Frame   

• Teacher in Role   

• Writing in Role  

• Text Marking  

• Responding to Poetry  

• Story Boxes  

• Emotion Graph 

National Curriculum  

Vocabulary, Grammar,  

Punctuation (and Spelling) 

Year 4  

• Grammatical difference between plural and possessive ‘-s’; Standard English forms for verb inflections. 

• Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases; fronted adverbials. 

• Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme; appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 

• Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech; apostrophes to mark plural possession; use of commas after fronted adverbials. 

• Terminology: determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial. 

 

Year 5  

• Converting nouns of adjectives intro verbs using suffixes; verb prefixes. 



 

 

• Relative clauses; indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs. 

• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph using adverbials of time, place and number or tense choices. 

• Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis; use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. 

• Terminology: modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity. 

Language Competency: 

through reading,  

talk and writing 

Speaking and Listening: 

• Participate actively in 

collaborative 

conversations   

• Use spoken language to 

develop understanding 

through imagining and 

exploring ideas  

• Select and use 

appropriate registers for 

effective communication 

• Articulate and justify 

answers, arguments and 

opinions  

• Listen and respond 

appropriately to adults 

and their peers  

• ask relevant questions to 

extend their 

understanding and build 

vocabulary and 

knowledge   

 

Writing 

(Transcription/Composition)  

• Plan writing by discussing 

writing similar to that 

which they are planning 

to write, earning from its 

structure, vocabulary and 

grammar 

• Draft and write by 

composing and 

rehearsing sentences 

orally   

• In narrative create 

settings, characters and 

plot  

• Develop creative and 

imaginative writing by 

adopting, creating and 

sustaining a range of roles 

Speaking and Listening: 

• Participate actively 

in collaborative 

conversations;  

• Use spoken 

language to 

develop 

understanding 

through speculating, 

hypothesising, 

imagining and 

exploring ideas; 

Select and use 

appropriate registers 

for effective 

communication. 

• Participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances, role 

play/improvisations 

and debates;  

• Gain, maintain and 

monitor the interest 

of the listener(s);  

• Consider and 

evaluate different 

viewpoints, 

attending to and 

building on the 

contributions of 

others. 

 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition) 

• Plan writing by 

discussing writing 

similar to  

that which they are 

planning to write,  

learning from its 

structure, 

vocabulary and  

grammar. 

• Draft and write by 

composing and  

rehearsing 

sentences orally; 

• In narrative create 

settings, characters  

and plot;  

• Develop creative 

and imaginative 

writing  

Speaking and Listening:  

• Participate actively 

in collaborative 

conversations; use 

spoken language to 

develop 

understanding 

through imagining 

and exploring ideas. 

• speak audibly and 

fluently with an 

increasing 

command of 

Standard English 

• participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances, role 

play, improvisations 

and debates 

• select and use 

appropriate registers 

for effective 

communication. 

 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition) 

• Pupils should be 

taught to plan their 

writing by: discussing 

writing similar to that 

which they are 

planning to write in 

order to understand 

and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary 

and grammar 

• Discuss and 

recording ideas 

• Pupils should be 

taught to draft and 

write by: composing 

and rehearsing 

sentences orally 

(including dialogue), 

progressively building 

a varied and rich 

vocabulary 

Speaking and Listening:   

• Listen and respond 

appropriately to 

adults and their peers  

• Participate actively in 

collaborative 

conversations  

• Use spoken language 

to develop 

understanding 

through imagining 

and exploring ideas   

• Select and use 

appropriate registers 

for effective 

communication   

• Ask relevant questions 

to extend their 

understanding and 

knowledge  

• Use relevant strategies 

to build their 

vocabulary  

• Articulate and justify 

answers, arguments 

and opinions  

 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition)  

• Children should plan 

their writing by:  

• identifying the 

audience for and 

purpose of the writing, 

selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own 

• in writing narratives, 

considering how 

authors have 

developed 

characters and 

settings in what pupils 

have read, listened to 

or seen performed 

• noting and 

developing initial 

ideas, drawing on 

reading and research 

where necessary 

Speaking and Listening: 

• Participate actively in 

collaborative 

conversations   

• Use spoken language 

to develop 

understanding 

through imagining 

and exploring ideas  

• Select and use 

appropriate registers 

for effective 

communication 

• Listen and respond 

appropriately to 

adults and their peers  

• ask relevant 

questions to extend 

their understanding 

and build vocabulary 

and knowledge   

• Articulate and justify 

answers, arguments 

and opinions  

• Talk and response: - 

How does the song 

sound to you? - What 

does the language 

of the song do? Do 

you like any 

particular words or 

phrases? Why? - 

Does it have rhythm? 

How does it feel? - 

Whose is the voice of 

the song? - What is 

the theme of the 

song? - What does 

the song say to you 

as a reader? - How is 

it laid out? 

 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition)  

• identifying the 

audience for and 

purpose of the 

writing, selecting the 

appropriate form 

and using other 

similar writing as 

models for their own   

• noting and 

developing initial 

ideas, drawing on 

Speaking and listening  

• ask relevant questions 

to extend their 

understanding and 

build vocabulary and 

knowledge   

• articulate and justify 

answers, arguments 

and opinions give well-

structured descriptions 

and explanations   

•  maintain attention 

and participate 

actively in 

collaborative 

conversations, staying 

on topic and initiating 

and responding to 

comments  

• use spoken language 

to develop 

understanding through 

speculating, 

hypothesising, 

imagining and 

exploring ideas   

• speak audibly and 

fluently with an 

increasing command 

of Standard English   

•  participate in 

discussions, 

presentations, 

performances and 

debates  

•  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, 

attending to and build 

on the contributions of 

others 

 

 

Writing: (Transcription / 

Composition)  

• identifying the 

audience for and 

purpose of the writing, 

selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own   

• noting and developing 

initial ideas, drawing 

on reading and 



 

 

by adopting, 

creating and 

sustaining a  

range of roles. 

reading and 

research where 

necessary  

•  Give plenty of time 

for the children to 

draft their ode and 

read them aloud to 

check for sense, 

meaning and flow, 

before writing them 

up for presentation 

and performance. 

 

research where 

necessary   

•  in writing narratives, 

considering how 

authors have 

developed characters 

and settings in what 

they have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed  

•  in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action   

assessing the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ writing 

Extended Writing Outcomes  • Drawing and annotating 

• Role on the wall and 

characterisation 

• A variety of information 

texts including digital 

• The robot’s backstory 

• Robot’s Log entries - 

descriptive observations 

• Advisory emails 

• Poetry 

• Storymapping 

• Survival manual 

• Interview questions for 

Hotseating 

• Thought tracking 

• Writing in role – log entry, 

letters and notes 

• A fireside speech 

• Thoughts and ideas 

around a text in 

response to what 

has been read or 

seen in the 

illustrations  

• Letter writing 

• Journalistic writing  

• Note-taking  

• Text analysis  

• Performance of 

writing  

• Balanced argument 

in a written letter  

• Formal speech  

 

• Poetry  

• Diary entry  

•  News Reports 

• Explanation writing 

• Myth writing 

• Persuasive writing 

• Letter writing 

• Free Verse Poetry 

Script for 

Advertisement  

•  Narrative Voice: 

Storytelling  

• Newspaper Article  

• Writing in Role: journal  

•  Letter Writing  

•  Non-Chronological 

Report  

• Book Trailer Narration  

• Comic Book Writing 

• Free writing 

• Free verse poetry 

• Writing in Role 

• Annotating 

• Shrine boxes and 

autobiographical  

writing 

• Odes 

• Information posters  

• Letters   

• Annotated storyboards 

• Diaries   

• Speeches   

• Notes for a debate  

•  Story writing   

• Newspaper articles   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


