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Headteacher’s Notices 

Remembrance 

Children and staff across school observed a two-minute silence yesterday to mark the Armistice of World War One—on the 11th hour, of the 

11th day, of the 11th month—and to remember all those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in defence of our liberty. 

 

‘Lest We Forget’ 

 

COVID-19 Update 

Once again, thank you to all parents/ carers for their ongoing support with the current COVID guidance. I am pleased to report that     

suspected and positive cases of COVID  continue to be low in all Teams and across school, compared with local and national trends. This is 

positive and very welcome news for everyone associated with our school. However, we have seen a very slight increase in cases over the 

last week so the data continues to be carefully monitored with regards the introduction of additional safeguards in school.  

As a result of additional guidance released from the Local Authority and Public Health, a decision was taken this week to suspend whole-

school assemblies, with these events now being delivered in each Team. Other school operations will continue as normal but will remain 

under review. Any decision to reintroduce safeguards and COVID measures at school will be taken as a proportionate response to current 

guidance and the risk presented and will aim to provide protection to the children and staff and provide ongoing sustainability for the   

education of all at Stanley Crook.  

 

In the event of a positive case, the school remains open and your child should continue to attend as normal if they remain well (non-

symptomatic). Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. I have included further information 

below on current guidance: 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or tests positive for COVID-19 

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

- new continuous cough and/or 

- high temperature and/or 

- a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

If your child has a positive test result but does not have symptoms they should stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days from the date the    

positive test was taken. This isolation period will be extended if they go on to develop symptoms by counting 10 full days from the day    

following their symptom onset. 

 

Teacher/ Parent Autumn Term Consultations 

As a result of recent COVID guidance and additional measures schools can take as preventative measures in an attempt to reduce the 

spread of COVID among staff and children, I have taken the decision to move the Autumn term Teacher/ Parent Consultations (scheduled 

for week beginning 29th November) to telephone appointments only. Appointments will be scheduled between 2-5:30pm on Tuesday 30th 

November and Thursday 2nd December (except for Team Walliams—where appointments will be 2-5:30pm Tuesday 30th November and 

Wednesday 1st December). Invitations to parents/ carers to book telephone appointments with their child’s class teacher will go live on 

Monday 15th November. Parents/ carers will each receive a text message from school containing a link to direct them to the online     

booking system.   

 

Christmas Performances 

In order to manage expectations of parents/ carers in connection to planned Christmas performances—and the potential impact          

additional COVID guidance may have on our ability to welcome large audiences into school—I would like to advise that it is likely these 

events will now have to be delivered without parents/ carers in attendance. This would be extremely disappointing for us all as each Team 

is planning the delivery of five wonderfully unique and creative Christmas shows! If this is the case, each Team will record a DVD of their    

performances, which will be made available to parents/ carers free of charge. I will provide updates on final decisions as soon as possible.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality  

 

A reminder for all parents of children in Key Stage 2 on the need to be 

punctual each morning.  

 

These Teams start their day at 8:45am and children should be on the yard 

and ready to enter the school in good time for the start of their day.  

 

Children who arrive 10 minutes late each day are missing a full day of their 

education every half-term, which then translates to over a weeks worth of 

learning being lost across the school year.  

 

Due to the adverse impact of COVID, children cannot afford to miss this 

amount of time from their education and in Key Stage 2, arriving 10 

minutes late means the child is missing out on important catch up       

teaching. Arriving late also disrupts the lesson and learning of other       

children in class.  

 

For parents/ carers of children in Key Stage 2, it is important that   children 

are ready to start their day at 8:45am. Punctuality will be monitored closely. 

 

If any parent/ carer requires support, please contact your child’s class 

teacher in the first instance. Thank you. 

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team to be       

recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 

‘Odd Socks Day’ marks the start of anti-bullying 

week and this year will take place on Monday 

15th November. Children (and staff!) can come to 

school wearing odd socks to help raise awareness 

for anti-bullying & celebrate our individuality.   

The theme this year is ’One Kind Word’. 

Children will be participating in a range of activities 

during the week to support our wider approach as 

a school around promoting positive behaviours, 

attitudes and personal development.   

Great work, TEAM, Stanley Crook!  


