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Headteacher’s Notices 

COVID-19 Update 

Thank you to all parents/ carers for their ongoing support with the current COVID guidance. I am pleased to report that suspected and 

positive cases of COVID continue to be extremely low in all Teams—and this is also now being reflected in many schools across County 

Durham, with absences as a result of suspected and/ or confirmed COVID dropping below 1%. This is positive and very welcome news for 

everyone associated with our school and schools across the Local Authority.  

School continues to take a proportionate approach to current COVID guidance in balancing the priorities of providing a sustainable and 

consistent model of provision to our children, while—at the same time—protecting children, staff and wider school community.  

I remain extremely proud of our school’s response to the challenges presented as a result of the COVID pandemic, and of the incredible 

efforts of my staff team in providing an outstanding quality of education to the children in school, during the most testing of                  

circumstances. 

Throughout, our priority has been ensuring that the impact of the pandemic on the children at school is mitigated as far as possible and 

the efforts of staff in this area has been above and beyond what any Headteacher could ask for. The support provided by my staff team, 

not only to the children in school but also in the extensive and wide ranging support provided to many, many families in our school and 

local community, is something that Stanley Crook Primary School can always be proud of.   

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or tests positive for COVID-19 

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

- new continuous cough and/or 

- high temperature and/or 

- a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

If your child has a positive test result but does not have symptoms they should stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days from the date the    

positive test was taken. This isolation period will be extended if they go on to develop symptoms by counting 10 full days from the day 

following their symptom onset. 

 

Christmas Performances 

Following meetings and extensive discussions with public health teams regarding current COVID guidance for schools and case rates in 

County Durham, I am extremely pleased to inform you that I have taken the decision to go ahead with ‘live’ Christmas performances. 

This decision means that audiences will be able to visit school to watch our outstanding children perform their planned shows!  

These Christmas performances have long been a showcase event for our school, which are enjoyed by children, staff and parents/ carers 

alike. Last year, due to COVID restrictions, these ‘live’ performances were regrettably suspended, with only DVDs being recorded and 

sent home for families to enjoy.  

Everyone in school is extremely pleased that we will once again be welcoming families into school to share in viewing and enjoying these 

Christmas performances this year.  

Measures to mitigate the risk of COVID spread and infection have been established for families attending these Christmas performances. 

A separate letter has been provided to parent/ carers today.  

 

Teacher/ Parent Consultations 

Thank you to the many parents/ carers who have already booked appointments, as part of the Autumn term Teacher/ Parent             

Consultations. Since the appointments went live on Monday, over 91% of parents/ carers have made appointments to speak with their 

child’s class teacher. This is fantastic and highlights the positive relationship school enjoys with parents/ carers. However, it would be great 

to improve this number so if any parent/ carers has not booked an appointment, please do so. School and all staff value greatly         

engaging will parents/ carers of children in their Teams. A positive school/ home relationship is proven to be extremely important in      

ensuring children  reach their full potential! Feel free to contact the office on 01388762858 to book an appointment or arrange an       

alternative, more convenient date/ time to meet.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality (Repeat) 

 

A reminder for all parents of children in Key Stage 2 on the need to be 

punctual each morning.  

 
These Teams start their day at 8:45am and children should be on the yard 

and ready to enter the school in good time for the start of their day.  

 

Children who arrive 10 minutes late each day are missing a full day of their 

education every half-term, which then translates to over a weeks worth of 

learning being lost across the school year.  

 

Due to the adverse impact of COVID, children cannot afford to miss this 

amount of time from their education and in Key Stage 2, arriving 10 
minutes late means the child is missing out on important catch up       

teaching. Arriving late also disrupts the lesson and learning of other       

children in class.  

 

For parents/ carers of children in Key Stage 2, it is important that   children 

are ready to start their day at 8:45am. Punctuality will be monitored closely. 

 
If any parent/ carer requires support, please contact your child’s class 

teacher in the first instance. Thank you. 

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team to be       

recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  

Children In Need 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have had a great day in school, as they    

participated in Children in Need Day 2021!  

£200 has been raised to support the work of this charity. 

Thank you for your kind and generous support. 


