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Headteacher’s Notices 

COVID-19 Update 

Thank you to all parents/ carers for their ongoing support with the current COVID guidance. I am pleased to report that suspected and 

positive cases of COVID continue to be extremely low in all Teams. Absence rates due to suspected/ confirmed COVID cases increased 

slightly across the Local Authority last week, but remain relatively stable. As discussed in last week’s newsletter, school continues to take a 

proportionate approach to current COVID guidance in balancing the priorities of providing a sustainable and consistent model of       

provision to our children, while—at the same time—protecting children, staff and wider school community.  

 

Christmas Performances 

Thank you to the many, many families who have requested tickets for their child’s Christmas Performance. Everyone in school is extremely 

pleased to be able to welcome parents/ carers into school to share and celebrate these wonderful shows! Due to space in the hall and 

mitigations taken in response to COVID risk assessments in school, a strict policy of two tickets per family is in place. Thank you to parents/ 

carers for their support and understanding with these measures—the important aspect is that our school is taking a positive lead in  

providing a Christmas performance and in taking the decision to have parents/ carers in school to watch the shows. 

Each Team will be performing their Christmas shows to other Teams in school over the coming weeks, so that the children also get to see 

their friends and siblings perform! Each planned performance promises to be spectacular! I have visited each Team this week and have 

heard the children share their wonderful songs and have seen Teams rehearse on stage in full costumes! For more information, please see 

details in the letter sent home last week, or contact the office on 01388762858 or via School Office on Class Dojo.  

Tickets for all performances this year are free of charge and a DVD of each performance will also be provided to families free of charge. 

DVDs will be sent home with each Team on Wednesday 15th December.  

 

Teacher/ Parent Consultations 

Over 95% of parents/ carers have now booked appointments with their child’s class teacher! Appointments are via telephone this term, 

but we plan to return to face-to-face appointments for the teacher/ parent consultation meetings in the Spring term.  

Consultations are scheduled to be held as below: 

- Tuesday 30th November—ALL TEAMS 

- Wednesday 1st December—Team Walliams 

- Thursday 2nd December—Team Donaldson, Team Dahl, Team Cowell and Team Morpurgo 

Following consultation meetings and end of term assessment updates, Termly Progress Reports for each child will be sent home to       

parents/ carers. End of term reports will be sent home on Wednesday 15th December.  

 

Christmas Carol Service—Thursday 16th December 

I am pleased to inform parents/ carers that school will again be delivering our Christmas Carol Service at the end of term. This year’s   

service will be slightly different to previous years, with Team Donaldson and Team Dahl performing their favourite Carols, followed by a 

separate Carol Service from Key Stage 2 teams. Both services will be supported by children from Team Morpurgo, singing Carols and 

reading extracts from The Nativity. More information on how parents/ carer can book tickets for the Carol Services will be provided next 

week.  

 

Food Bank Donations 

Thank you to parents/ carers for their positive response to school’s involvement and engagement in supporting Tow Law Food Bank.   

Engaging in community support projects, such as the Tow Law Food Bank, were always high on the agenda pre-COVID. Whilst our school 

provided extensive and wide ranging support to many families in our school and local community during COVID, involvement in         

supporting community Food Banks was suspended (due to restrictions at that time). Having our children become involved in projects   

promoting aspects of social responsibility are extremely important to everyone in school, and this area of the wider curriculum offer     

supports our ongoing progress and achievements around personal development and promoting and developing positive behaviours and 

attitudes. 

Donations to the Food Bank can be brought to school next week. There will be a collection box on the yard for donations to be left. Thank 

you for your support in helping our school come together to support some of the most vulnerable families in our community.   

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

Tik Tok  

 

Schools are currently seeing an increasing number of issues linked to posts on TikTok.  The issue is not really a technical one with TikTok, 

but that it is a very popular platform and some children might need some reminders about appropriate behaviour. The message isn’t 

that TikTok is worse than anything else, the message is that poor behaviour on any app is a problem. 

Parents/ Carers may find these myth busters useful when talking to their children about Tik Tok, their use of social media and to help 

remind them about inappropriate use of material online. 

 
MYTH: Reposting a clip that someone else made isn’t a problem 

Reposting a video or clip that isn’t nice can really hurt people and is as bad legally as posting it in the first place.  You can get in     

trouble both with the school and possibly the Police for re-posting! 

 
MYTH:  There isn’t anything you should do if you see an inappropriate clip. 

Report it and stop more harm being done! 
 

MYTH: Nothing I post can be traced back to me. 

The device you use has a unique ’ip’ address and police can trace this back to your phone – usually through your   

service provider 

 
MYTH: Anyone can use TikTok 

The minimum age is 13. Anyone younger than 13, using Tik Tok, is breaking the terms and conditions of the service and 

the account can be deleted   Only use an app if your parents or carers approve! 

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team to be       

recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  


