
“Pupils’ personal development, behaviour and welfare is OUTSTANDING” (Ofsted, 2019) 

Stanley Crook Primary School Weekly Newsletter 

Friday 3rd December                                                                       Vol: 2 Issue: 5 

Headteacher’s Notices 

COVID-19 Update 

Many of you will no doubt have questions and/ or concerns regarding the emergence of the newly identified Omicron variant of COVID-

19. As guidance from the Department for Education arrives in school, please be assured that our response at Stanley Crook will be      

balanced and proportionate. 

The introduction of new measures and safeguards will always aim to protect staff and, in doing so, ensure stable and sustained staffing 

levels. Measures will also seek to minimally impact on the educational experiences of the children in school. 

In the event of a confirmed case of the Omicron variant, close contacts will be identified by the NHS and instructed to self-isolate for 10 

days. This instruction will be made regardless of vaccine status, whether the close contact can return a negative PCR test result or is non-

symptomatic. The DfE have confirmed that this 10 day self-isolation rule will also apply to children. 

This guidance has the potential to cause major and significant disruption to staffing levels and the sustainability of educational delivery 

and provision for all children. 

Therefore, I have introduced additional measures and safeguards for staff at school, which will begin with immediate effect. These 

measures are proportionate and will minimally impact on the day to day educational experiences of the children at school. However, the 

measures will provide increased reassurances and support in sustaining staffing levels in the event of a confirmed Omicron case in school 

by reducing ‘close contacts’ between staff. This will, therefore, reduce the need for several staff at any one time to isolate for 10 days. 

These new measures will be in place for the next three weeks and will be reviewed, following the government review of guidance, in time 

for the beginning of the spring term in January. 

Guidance regarding actions to take following confirmed Covid cases involving all other variants, remains unchanged. 

Any information on additional changes or updates will be provided to parents/ carers in due course. 

Thank you for your continued support as our school responds to these changes.  

 

Christmas Performances 

As a result of concerns around the emergence of the new Omicron variant of COVID-19, much guidance is now coming into schools 

regarding recommendations for the introduction of new measures and safeguards. 

The recommendations include the need for schools to carefully consider whether planned Christmas events go ahead. 

After much consideration of the new guidance, and with a focus on enabling the children to enjoy showcasing their hard work in deliver-

ing their Christmas performances to parents/ carers, we have taken the decision to PROCEED WITH THE CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES AS 

PLANNED. 

These will begin on Monday, with Team Donaldson and their performance of 'Noisy Nativity'. Doors open at 4:00pm. Children will remain in 

school following the end of the school day to get dressed and prepared for their performance. Treats and snacks will be provided. 

However, I would like to take this opportunity to remind those parents/ carers attending the planned performances of the mitigations in 

place: 

- Face coverings to be worn by parents/ carers when in school and during the performances 

- Maximum of two tickets per family 

- Seat pairs will be socially distanced from other family pairs 

- We request that all those attending, undertake a lateral flow test before their attendance at the performance and confirm a negative 

result 

- The hall will be ventilated during the performances 

The children and staff have worked so incredibly hard in preparing and rehearsing for their performances - and are so looking forward to 

showcasing these to their parents/ carers/ family - that we need to do all that can to proceed with plans next week! 

I hope this decision eases concerns some parents/ carers may have had with regards whether the performances would be going ahead, 

in light of new guidance and decisions being taken to suspend Christmas events in other schools. 

I am very much looking forward to these performances!  

 

Teacher/ Parent Consultations 

Thank you to the many parents/ carers who made appointments to speak with their child’s class teacher this week! It is extremely pleasing 

that the majority of parents/ carers have provided such a wide range of positive feedback regarding provision in school and the progress 

of their children. Our door is always open to answer any queries, questions or concerns. Thank you for your continued support .  

 

Mr D Christie 

Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

In Other News... 
Tow Law Foodbank 

A big TEAM Stanley Crook ‘thank you’ to all members of our school and local    

community for their outstanding generosity in donating to our appeal in support of 

Tow Law Foodbank. 

Everyone in school has been overwhelmed by the level of support and amount of 

donations!  

Today, Mrs Kyle and Mrs Martin, along with Mr Shaun, Mrs Liddle and members of 

the School Council and Wellbeing Champions delivered all of your generous      

donations to the Foodbank.  

Your donations will go a long way in providing crucial and much needed support to 

some of the most vulnerable families in our community over the festive period!  

Thank you. 

 
Christmas Carol Service—Thursday 16th December 2021 

Plans remain in place to end the term with our Christmas Carol Service on the last day. Information will follow next 

week. 

School will close for the Christmas break, immediately following the Carol Service.  

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team to be       

recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  


