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Headteacher’s Notices 

COVID-19 Update 

Over the last week, there has been much guidance from both the Department for Education, Local Authority and Public Health regarding 

recommendations for schools in response to the emergence of the newly identified Omicron variant of COVID-19. The introduction of new 

measures and safeguards, which aim to protect staff and, in doing so, ensure stable and sustained staffing levels in school, will continue to 

be balanced and proportionate. Measures will also seek to minimally impact on the educational experiences of the children in school. 

A reminder of guidance of self-isolation in the event of returning a positive COVID-19 result (Omicron) or being identified as a close contact 

of an Omicron case: In the event of a confirmed case of the Omicron variant, close contacts will be identified by the NHS and instructed to 

self-isolate for 10 days. This instruction will be made regardless of vaccine status, whether the close contact can return a negative PCR test 

result or is non-symptomatic. The DfE have confirmed that this 10 day self-isolation rule will also apply to children. 

This guidance has the potential to cause major and significant disruption to staffing levels and the sustainability of educational delivery and 

provision for all children. 

Guidance regarding actions to take following confirmed Covid cases involving all other variants, remains unchanged. 

Any information on additional changes or updates will be provided to parents/ carers in due course. 

Thank you for your continued support as our school responds to these changes.  

 

Christmas Performances 

Despite the changing guidance and recommendations coming into school regarding planned Christmas events and performances, I am 

extremely pleased that the decision at our school was to proceed with the ‘live’ shows and with an audience in attendance. It has been 

wonderful this week—and a real privilege—to welcome parents/ carers and families back into school. It was 2019 when parents/ carers and 

families last visited school to watch their children perform their Christmas shows, and I know from speaking with many parents/ carers that 

the decision to proceed with audiences for these performances has been extremely well supported.  

Thank you to the parents/ carers who have visited school this week to see Christmas performances from Team Donaldson, Team Dahl and 

Team Cowell. I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting and speaking with many of you and seeing everyone back in school. Thank you also to 

parents/carers for adhering to mitigations, which were introduced as part of the decision to proceed with the ‘live’ performances and as 

part of school’s wider review of its COVID-19 risk assessment.  

The performances this week have been outstanding and the children in Donaldson, Dahl and Cowell can be extremely proud of their    

efforts in delivering such accomplished performances! Thank you also to the staff in each Team for their efforts in preparing and planning 

these productions. The Autumn term is always extremely busy, this one made more so by the continued guidance around COVID and   

ongoing academic recovery. However, the staff and the children (as always!) have shown that our school is a very strong and resilient 

Team, able to meet the many challenges faced by schools currently.  

On Monday, it is the turn of Team Walliams—with their performance of ‘Christmas with the Aliens!’ and then on Tuesday, the round of this 

year’s Christmas performances conclude with Team Morpurgo, as they perform ‘Cinderella & Rockerfella’. I cannot wait to see these last 

two performances—I am sure the children will be absolute superstars yet again!  

I would like to make clear to parents/ carers that these last two performances WILL GO AHEAD!  

DVDs of the Christmas performances will go home with the relevant Teams next week. There is no charge for the DVDs.  

I have provided below a reminder of mitigations in place for the Christmas performances for parents/ carers attending the performances 

next week: 

- Face coverings to be worn by parents/ carers when in school and during the performances 

- Maximum of two tickets per family 

- Seat pairs will be socially distanced from other family pairs 

- We request that all those attending, undertake a lateral flow test before their attendance at the performance and confirm a negative 

result 

- The hall will be ventilated during the performances 

 

End of Year Awards 2021 

Due to COVID restrictions last academic year, the ‘End of Year Award’ presentations were postponed. Ongoing concerns and guidance 

for schools around COVID-19 have meant that it has been difficult to reschedule the awards presentation in the Autumn term. However, all 

children who were nominated for an end of year award, will be presented with their awards and gifts next week, before school breaks for 

Christmas! A photograph of each child being presented with an award will be provided to their parents/ carers.   

 

Mr D Christie—Headteacher 

For the most up to date information about what is going on in our school including dates for your 

diaries, parental information and school performance information, please visit our website at: 

http://www.stanleycrook.durham.sch.uk 

Please scan your smartphone device over the QR code to be taken straight to our school website! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our pupils this week for their outstanding effort and hard work in our school! 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’ 

 

 

 

Wow! Writers of the Week! 

We LOVE writing at Stanley Crook Primary School and each week, staff select children who have produced fantastic writing in class or at home! 

Awards could be given for greatly improving handwriting skills or showing determination in completing a writing task, for example! Whatever the 

reason, many congratulations to the following pupils on being awarded ’Writer of the Week’ - BE PROUD!  

 

 

 

In Other News... 
Christmas Party Day—Wednesday 15th December 

Children are invited to come into school next Wednesday dressed in their favourite 

Christmas jumper and party clothes, ready to party, party, party!  

This year, our school is once again supporting the Save the Children appeal, by asking 

children and staff to wear their Christmas jumpers and raise money to support the work 

of this charity. Donations should be made via ParentPay. 

If you don’t have a Christmas jumper, please just come to school in your best party 

clothes! 

During the day, children will have party games in the hall, fun and games in their Team 

and maybe even get to watch a Christmas film!  

Mrs Liddle and Mrs Wright in the kitchen will also be preparing their very delicious     

Christmas lunch for children and staff to enjoy!  

 

Christmas Carol Service—Thursday 16th December 2021 

Plans remain in place to end the term with our Christmas Carol Service on the last day of 

term. A full review of new COVID-19 guidance will be undertaken over the weekend, 

with a final decision being made on Monday.  

Updates on decisions will be provided to parents/ carers on Monday.  

Children’s Achievements in School!  

Every week, one child is chosen as ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week’ and staff choose a pupil from each Team to be       

recognised for something special they have achieved during the week! This week’s chosen children are:  


